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Author's preface to the 8th edition 

A lhamduIUlah (praise be to Allah), our only Creator, Sustanier and Watcher of all our 
deeds; and peace and blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad «££, the final messenger 
of Albh and the best example for us to follow. 1 feel bumbled to note that 275,000 
copies of my book him: Beliefs and teachings have been printed in English since 1980. This 
has been possible due entirely to the mercy of Almighty AUlh.Whom 1 always beg to accept 
my efforts and grant me Sajdh (salvation) in the A Liu rah (life after death). This is and lias 
been my only aim in writing this book. 

This edition has been thoroughly revised, with additions and improvements in language 
and content. 1 have now included the Arabic words for the English words in the Glossary. 1 
have also added the Arabic verses of the Qnr'ffn to chapter 12. A number of corrections, 
including Arabic words and names, have been made Nonetheless, there may still be mistakes. 
I shall greatly appreciate if the readers would inform me of any remaining errors 

1 he book is widely used in the English-speaking world, and is also increasingly used in 
maintained schools in England to teach Islam as a part of the Religious Studies curriculum, 
I his book has also motivated a number of non-Muslims to come to the eternal bliss of Islam 
This trend, alliamdulillnhy continues. 

1 am indebted to Usamah K. Ward , Prof Dr Muhammad Abdul Jabhar Beg, Dr Taruq Sunil 
Arcfw , Dr Muhammad Qatnarul Hasan and Nasrcen Sanear for their suggestions and comments 
which have helped me to correct errors and improve the quality of the book. I pray to Allah 
to reward Farhal Yasmeen Sanmr for redrafting all the exercises and notes tor parents and 
teachers. I am grateful to Ruqaiyyah Waris Maqsood (Rosalyn Kendrick), a former Head of 
Religious Studies, who has improved the exercises. Syed Doha*: Nuh has enhanced the hook 
by designing the cover; may Allah reward him for bis contribution. ) beseech Allah to bless 
and reward my wife, who has patiently supported me in the discharge of my Islamic duties 
since the day we were bonded together in wedlock. L astly, 1 am grateful to readers who have 
contacted me with their own suggestions. 

It is sad to note that the book has been pirated in the USA, India and the Far East. We do 
not know how many thousands of copies have been pirated, but the estimated number is 
quite substantial. We would urge publishers, booksellers, teachers and all readers not to sell or 
buy pirated copies of the book. Piracy is a menace and dealing in pirated books is like 
dealing in stolen goods. We hope the combined efforts of honest publishers, booksellers and 
readers will help us stop the cancer of piracy. 

I hope and pray that the book will continue to receive support from teachers, parents and 
young people, Muslims and non-Muslims. 

I implore Allah, my Creator, to accept my sincere efforts. 1 beg Him to guide and help me 
to dedicate everything I have for His sake. May He pardon my countless lapses and favour 
me with His mercy and blessings. Amin. 

“Ami my success in my task can only come from Allah. In Him 1 trust and unto Him / turn/' 
(The Qur'an, 11:88) 


London 

Muharram 1427 AH 
January 2006 CE 


Ghttlam Sanmr 



Khslid bin al-Walld narrated the following hadlth: 

A Bedouin came one day to the Prophet and said to him,“G Messenger of Allah! I’ve 
come to ask you a few questions about the affairs of this life and the Hereafter ” 

He & replied, "Ask what yen with. ” 

“I’d like to be the most learned of men ” 

"tear Allah, amt you trill hr the most homed of men.' 

“1 wish to be the richest man m the world ” 

"Be contented, t wd you trill he tin richest man iu the world . " 

"I’d like to be the most just man ” 

**. Desire for other* what you desire for yourself and yen will he the most just of men. " 

“1 want to be the best of men/’ 

"Do good to others and yen will he the host of wen. " 

“I wish to be the most favoured by Allah.” 

"Engage much in Allah's praise, and yon will he most favoured by I hut. " 

‘Td like to complete my faith,” 
u lj you have good manners you mil complete four faith," 

“I wish to be among those who do good” 

"Adore Allah as if yen see Him. If you don't see Him, He sees you. In this tray you will he among 

those who do good. " 

“I wish to be obedient to Allah” 

“If you observe Allah's command* you trill he obedient . ” 

‘Td like to be free from all sins ” 

"Bathe yourself from impurities and you trill he free from all sins. *' 

‘Td like to be raised on the Day of Judgement in the light” 

“Don V wrong yourself or any other creature, and you will he raised on the Day oj Judgement in the 

fight. " 

"‘I’d like Allah to bestow His mercy on me” 

"It you have mercy on yourself and others, Allah will grant you mercy on the Day of Judgement. 

"I’d like my sms to be very few.” 

"If you seek the forgiveness Allah as much as you can, your sins will be my few. 

“I’d like to be the most honourable man” 

“If you do not complain to any fellow creature, you will be the most honourable of men. ” 

“I’d like to be the strongest of men. 1 ’ 

“Jf you pul your trust iu Allah, yon will he the strongest of mend 
“I’d like to enlarge my provision.” 

“If you keep yourself pure, Allah will enlarge your provision. “ 

"I’d like to be loved by Allah and His messenger” 

"If you love what Allah and His messenger love, you trill be among their beloved ones. " 

“I wish to be safe from Allah’s wrath on the Day of Judgement.” 

"If you do not lose your temper with any of your fellow creatures, you will he safe front the wrath of 

Allah on the Day of Judgement.* 1 


8 


*Td like my prayers to be responded.’* 
u If you .11 f oid forbidden actions, yeur prayers will he responded. ” 

“fd like All 3 h not to disgrace me on the Day of Judgement.’’ 

'll you ytiird your chastity, Allah trill not disgrace you on the Dirty of Judgement." 

14 I'd like Allah to provide me with a protective covering on the Day of Judgement.’ 
“Do no t uncover your fellow creatures faults, and Allfih trill provide yen with a covering protection 

on the Day of Judgement. ” 

44 What will save me from sins?” 
u liars, humility and illness. ” 

‘"What are the best deeds in the eyes of Allah?” 

''Gentle nuumvrs, modesty and pa name " 

“What are the worst evils in the eyes of Allah?” 

M Hot temper and miserliness ' 

“What assuages the wrath of Allah in this life ami in the Herealter?” 

“Concealed chanty and hindness to relatives. " 

‘What extinguishes Hells fires on the Day of Judgement? 

“Patience in adversity and misfortunes" 

(Related by Ahmad ibn Hanhal) 


Source: A Jladith booklet published by The Islamic Call Society, Tripoli Ubya, 
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jmmmhhmi Transliteration 

C orrec t pronunciation of Arabic words is very important. Incorrect pronunciation changes 
the meaning of an Arabic word. Arabic words have to be pronounced correctly 

Transliteration marks are shown below as a guide to correct pronunciation. 1 hese marks 
help to show how the words should sound, but it is nor possible to show on a printed page 
exactly how to pronounce words, 

hot example, the word Allah should be pronounced correctly with the two Ls sounded 
distinctly, and the last A has to be a long sound. The name Muhammad should he pronounced 
with a glottal sound of II rather than the normal 1 1 sound, with the two Ms sounded clearly. 

I have used phonetic transliteration for the benefit of younger learners, e.g, Sflratul h'tiiihah 
rather than Surah dlA'atihdh, at-lashahhud rather than al-lasluihliud, etc. 

Ideally, it is best to listen to an Arabic-speaking person, or someone who has learned how 
to say Arabic words correctly. Audio and video resources can be immensely helpful. 


Arabic 

symbol 

Transliteration 

symbol 

English 

sound 

Example 

Arabic 

symbol 

Transliteration 

symbol 

English 

sound 

Example 


a 

add 

Akbar 


t 

tar 

Ityimah 


b 

bit 

liilal 


M 

- 

Qur’an 


t 

tap 

ItnuidliJ 

>1 

k 

king 

ka f bah 


th 

tiiink 

Vthman 

J 

1 

list 

Ltqmfin 

n 

j 

just 

Jannah 

r 

m 

mist 

Mttsa 

L 

h 

- 

Muhammad 

j 

n 

name 

Nilh 

t 

kh 

loch 

Khallfah 

3 

w 

wait 

Wu do ’ 


d 

dawn 

l )3wnd 

9 > 

h 

rehash 

Ibnlhlm 

3 

dh 

worthy 

Tirmidhl 


y 

year 

V a An 

j 

r 

rip 

kahmtin 

*• 

9 

t if foltourd, ll ttlhmrifr 

$alah 

3 

7 

zip 

Zakuh 


’ 

- 

Qur 3n 

o' 

S 

sat 

Suttnah 

(fat fa) 

a 

tap 

Rajah 

o' 

sh 

shape 

Shahadah 

l 

.1 

Saab 

Dau’fid 

o* 

s 

- 

Saurni 

(itdita) 

i 

grin 

Jinn 

of 

d 

- 

Ramadan 


I 

deed 

Khadijah 


t 

- 

lahSrah 

} 

(famma) 

u 

pull 

Jumu Ah 


4 

- 

Zultr 

* > 

y 

0 

food 

Dawfid 

t 

i 

- 

A}r 

j 

aw 

how 

$aim 

l 

gh 

- 

Maghrib 

*• 

ai 

tie 

Sutaimtiu 
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Arabic Symbols 


i 


•“ •• mm t wtf ^wpw 

$ $aflall<!lw 'alaihi tvusaUam 

R ace and blessings of Allah be upon him 

■'$ 5 ® Alaihis ialSm 

Peace be upon him 

Radtyallahu ‘atthu (plural \mhumj 
May Allah be pleased with him 

♦$> Radiyallsltu ‘anhfl (plural ‘anhunna) 

May Allah be pleased with her 


4 

sh on Id be said when Prophet 
Muhammad is mentioned 

may be said when a prophet 
ol Allah is mentioned 

may be said when a male companion ol 
Prophet Muhammad §£ is mentioned 

may be said when a female companion of 
Prophet Muhammad $ is mentioned 


Arabic Dates 


1’he Islamic calendar is lunar (based on the cycle ol the moon). The Islamic year has twelve 
lunar months, and is about 354 days long, 1 1 days shorter than the Western solar year. Islamic 
years are dated from the Hijrah (migration) of Prophet Muhammad in 622 CE (Christian 
oi Common Era), so the first year of the Islamic calendar is 1 AH (After Hijrah). 


Formula to change AH to CE 

CE = 22 (AH) + 622 
33 

Example: 1421 AH =31(1421) + 622 = 2000 CE (approx.) 

Formula to change CE to AH 

AH = 33(CE-622) 

32 

Example: 2000 CE ® (2000 - 622) F 1421 AH (approx.) 

32 

The Islamic months are: Muharram, Safar, RahRul Aumil, Rabt'ulAkhirJtmndal Via, fumndal 
Akhirah, Rajah , Sha'bzn, Ramadan, Shaumfl!, Dhul Qa*dah t Dhul tfijjah. 

Quotations and references from the Qur’an are followed by the number of the Sarah (chapter) 
then the number of the verse, e.g. (2:177) means Sarah 2, verse 177. 

Verses in the same chapter are separated by a comma, e.g. (2:36, 47-49) means Sarah 2, 
verse 36 and verses 47 to 49. 

Verses quoted from different chapters are separated by a semicolon, e.g. (2:255; 5:56^59) 
means Sarah 2, verse 255 and SQrah 5, verses 56 to 59. 
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cl^bl 

I dedicate this book to those sincere and selfless slaves of Almighty Allah, 
especially the youth, who willingly and consciously decide to sacrifice everything 

they have to seek His pleasure. 


O Almighty Allah, 
my Creator ; Oumer and Sustained 
Watcher of all my deeds , 

/ implore You, beseech You, beg You 
to accept this humble effort of mine , 
help the readers of this book to (he Light of Guidance 
and grant me pardon on the Day of Judgement 
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Introduction and Basic Beliefs 



In the mime of 'Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind 


Islam: introduction 


■ ■ ■ 


I slam is a complete way of life. It is the guidance for all mankind from Allah, the 
Creator of the Universe. It covers all the things people do in t heir lifetime. Islam 
tells us the purpose of our creation, our final destiny and our place among other 
creatures. It shows us the best way to conduct our private and public affairs, including 
social, political, economic, moral and spiritual activities. 

Islam is an Arabic word which means submission and obedience. Submission is 
acceptance ot Allah's commands. Obedience means putting Allah's commands into 
practice. Submission and obedience to Allah bring peace, which is w hy Islam also means 
peace. A person who accepts the Islamic way of life and acts upon it is a Muslim. 

Allah, another Arabic word, is the proper name of God. Muslims prefer to use the 
word Allah rather than the word God.AJlnh does not mean* the God of the Muslims 1 , 
as some people wrongly believe. Rather, it is the name the Creator has chosen for 
1 limselt. Allah is the Creator of everyone and everything. He is unique and has no 
son or daughter. Muslims should begin their actions by saying Bismillflh , which means 
4 in the name of Allah’. 

Islam is the way of peace and harmony. If we look around, we see that all things — 
the sun, the moon and the stars, the high mountains and the mighty oceans — obey 
a law: the Law ofAlhih.We find no disorder or chaos in diem. Everything is in its right 
place. We see perfect order and total harmony in the system of Nature that Allah has 
created. The sun rises in the east and sets in the west and there has been no exception 
to this rule. The moon and the stars shine at night. Night passes, a new day conies, 
and so the process goes on. Flowers blossom and the trees have green leaves in the 
spring. Everything has a set course that cannot be violated. Have you ever noticed 
any violation in the Law of Allah by these objects of Nature? No, of course not. 
Why? Simply because they are made to obey Allah .They have no choice hut to obey. 
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Innad dim Hndallshil Islam 


“ Surely . ; the way of life acceptable to Allah is Islam. " fJ: / 9) 

This is why we find eternal peace in the system of Nature, But human beings are 
different: Allah has given us the knowledge and ability to choose between right and 
wrong. Not only this, in case we forget 1 Ie has also sent us constant reminders, by 
sending His prophets and books for our guidance. The final messenger of Allnh is 
Muhammad &, and the final book of guidance is the Qur'an. 

Yet He does not force us to obey Him. He has given us the choice either to obey 
or disobey Him. Why' 1 Because He wants to test us. After this test there will he a Day 
of reward and punishment. This is the Day of Judgement (Yamnuddhi). Those who 
pass the test will be rewarded with everlasting happiness and peace in Paradise (al- 
Jatmah) and those who fail will suffer terrible punishment in Hell ( ah lalnmuam). Wc 
can earn this reward and escape punishment by obeying and worshipping Allah. 

We know there is peace and harmony in all of Nature; because nothing ever 
disobeys Allah. Neither the sun nor the moon, the mountains nor the trees, the 
animals on land or in the sea, can disobey Allah — they just behave as He has created 
them to behave. They have no choice. 

The only exceptions are human beings and the Jinn (creatures we can’t see); they 
have free will, which means they can choose whether to obey or disobey Allah. But 
if we follow the guidance given to us through the prophets, we are sure to have 
peace in the world we live in. 

All human beings, by their very naturelike good things and dislike bad things. For 
example, we all like truthfulness and hate lies. Even a liar does not like to be called a 
liar! Why? Because we know in our hearts that telling lies is a bad thing. In the same 
way, helping others, showing kindness, politeness, respect for parents and teachers. 
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honesty and nil other forms of good conduct are always liked and appreciated: hut 
rudeness, cruelty, lies, hurting others, disrespect to parents and teachers, using foul 
language, drug addiction, stealing, violence and other bad conduct are disliked by 
everyone. So, we can say that human nature likes dae Right and dislikes the Wrong. 
Right is Ma'rftj ^ j*a) and wrong is Munkar, ( in Arabic * — the language of 

the Qur'an . 

It is also human nature to love peace and hate disorder. Peace comes from obedience 
to Allah s Law, whilst disorder is the outcome of disobedience, Islam establishes this 
peace, which is part of man’s nature; so, Islam is called the Religion of Nature: in 
Arabic this is Din id Fifrah (i y2JL}\ \p). 

To achieve peace in society, Islam calls upon Muslims to work together towards 
what is right and to keep away from what is evil.This joint effort to root out evil and 
establish truth is called Jihad which means to try ones utmost to see Iruth 

prevail and b'alsclwod disappear from society The aim of Jihad is to seek the pleasure 
of Allah. You will learn more about Jihad later in this book. 

The Purpose of Human Creation 

Allah created human beings to do His bidding and obey His commands. Allah says 
in the Qur’an, His final guidance for mankind: 

“i have not created Jim/ and mankind ( for any other purpose) except to worship Me.” 
(51:56) 

'Worship’ in this verse means total obedience to Allah’s commands. The Quranic 
word for worship is ‘Jbadah (Si Up). Every good thing we do is ‘lhadah. if we do it 
for Allah’s sake. The purpose of our life is to please Allah through 1 lhadah. 

'lhadah is the way to achieve success and happiness in this life and in the life after death. 

Islam or ‘Mohammedanism’ 

Islam is sometimes incorrectly called ‘Mohammedanism’ and Muslims 
‘Mohammedans’. Other religions have been named after their founder or after the 
community in which the religion prospered. For example, Christianity has been named 
after Christ , Buddhism after Buddha and Judaism after the tribe of Judah . But Islam has 
not been named after Muhammad It is the name of Allah’s Guidance for mankind 
revealed through all the prophets, the last of whom was Muhammad 
Islam and Muslims are words used in the Qur>tThe Qur'an says, “Surely, the way of 
life acceptable to Allah is Islam. ” (3:19) “He named you Muslims before and in this . ,J (22:78) 
[he message of all the prophets from Adam to Muhammad is the same: obey 
Allah and none other. This message, sent through prophets, was completed at the 
time of Muhammad jSfe who was the last in the chain of prophethood, 1 his is mentioned 
in the Qur'an: “ This day I have perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon 
you and have chosen for you Islam as your way of life. " (5:3) It is wrong, then, to call Islam 
'Mohammedanism* and Muslims ‘Mohammedans’. 
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what did you leam? (la) 


Key Stage 3 ( ! 1—14) 

1 . What is Islam? 

2. Explain why the word religion 1 does not give the full meaning to the word 
Islam. 

3. How do you think Islam can bring peace? 

4. Why do you thank Allah does not force us to obey Him? 

5. What does being a Muslim really mean? 

6. What do we mean when we say that things in Nature are in complete harmony? 

7. Give some everyday examples of ‘Ihildah. 

8. What do the following Arabic words mean: y 

a. Islam b. ‘fbfldah (ollp) c, Ma'rtif * v*- 4 ) d. Munkar (yssi*) 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What is Islam? 

2. What does being a Muslim really mean? 

3. Why did Allah create us? 

4. What special characteristic has Allah given to humans and why? 

5. Why is Islam called Dfnul Fifrah? 

6. Write a paragraph on why just having a Muslim name does not always make a 
person Muslim. 

7. Write down in your own words why Islam should not be called Mohammedanism. 

8. Briefly describe the ideals of the Islamic way of life and why we should try to 
live by them. 

9. Discuss how observing Nature and how it works points to the existence of a 
Creator. Use verses from the Qur'fln to clarify your answer. 


Key Stage 5 (17-18) 


1 . 
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“Living true Islttm in the modern world is definitely a challenge. Discuss this statement 
with regards to advancements in technology and the search for spirituality. 

“7<> live means continual submission. Some submit to hedonism, or to a political idea ; and 
some to faith. We all submit to something but m are free to choose. " Explain the meaning 
of this statement in relation to Islamic teaching. 
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Fhe basic beliefs of Hlftui are; 


Basic Beliefs 


1 Allah 

2 Angels of Allah 

(Maln’ikah) 

3 Books of Allah 

(Kutubullnh) 

4 Messenger. s of Allah 

(Rusulullnh) 

5 The Day of Judgement 

f Yawmiuidftt) 

6 Destiny (i tl-Qadr ) 

7 Life after death (Akhirah)* 

I’hese beliefs have been stated precisely in al-Im5mil Mufassal 
the Faith in detail: 

y>H 1 fi y~\ \j j * 



* J 


I JsJU wJcJ Ij ^ lju 4jfl 1 

Amantu billdhi, wa uu\U'\ katihT, wa kuhtbilii, m ivsulihj, 
mv?/ jVMriiif/ (7f7/m, wW khiiirihl wa slnmjlif intnallnhi tdflifi, w w\ /wVM ba'dal tnawf. 

“J believe in Allfth-, in Flis angels, in His books, in His messengers, 
in the Last Day (Day of Judgement) and in the fact that everything good or bad is 
decided by Allah, the Almighty, and in the life after death” 



3. ANGELS OP ALLAH 

4. uooks or allAh 

5. MESSENGERS Op ALLAH 


1 . ALLAH 

2. DESTINY 


b DAY OF JUDGEMENT 
7. tlPE-AFTER-DEATH 


RISALAH 


TAWHID 


AKHIRAH 


* Note: 

Flu* basic beliefs appear as six in some texts where The Day of Judgement is included in Life after death . 
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seven beliefs may be grouped into three: 


Lawhfd 

(oneness and uniqueness of Allah) 

* * ** 

Ris3lah 

(prophethood) 

aJG, 

Akhirah 

(life after death) 

* * \ 
•if' 


Tawhui , Risulah and Akhinih summarise the whole of the Islamic system of life. So. 
we must understand them thoroughly and very clearly 



Tau’hld means the oneness or uniqueness of Allah. It is the main part of brnVi (Faith) 
and is beautifully expressed in Snratul Ikhlfy in the Qurfin: 

“Say, He is Allah, the One. A I Llh is Eternal ami Absolute. None is bo rtf of Him , nor is He 
bom. And there is none like Hun.” (SQrah 1 12) 

lawhfd is the most important Islamic belief. It means that everything on this earth 
is created by Allah, Who looks after and provides for all the needs of every creature. 
He is the only Source of Guidance for Jinn and human beings. 

Tawhrd is the belief in Allah with all His powers. Allah is All-Knowing, All- Wise 
and All-Powerful. He is the Merciful, the Kind and the Most-Loving. He is with us 
all the time. He sees us, but we do not see Him. He was, is and always will be. He is 
the First and the Last. He has no partner, son or daughter, nor has a father or mother. 
He gives us life and takes it away. Everyone must return to Him after death. 

The first duty of a Muslim is to declare his faith. To make this declaration a person 
must say in words and believe in his heart — In ihlha illailahu Muhammadnt msfllullflh 
— (there is no god except Allah; Muhammad is Allah’s messenger). The saying of 


IS 




these Arabic words is called ash-’Shahddah ftO 1^113 1)( Declaration of Faith), t here are 
two parts of this declaration: (1) 1 21 ilaha illaltdlu (2) Adulwnmadur rasdlullnh, 

l he first part, Ll ililha illallnh ; has two aspects: Negative and Positive. La ilsha is 


LA ILAHA 

(there is no god) 
Negative 


ILL ALL AH 

(but Allah) 
Positive 


NEGATIVE 


POSITIVE 


(THERE IS NO GOD) (BUT ALLAH) 

the negative aspect, whilst Hlallnh is the positive one, 

A believer must first cleanse his heart of the idea of any other god or any other 
object of worship; only then can faith in the Oneness of Allah take root inside his/ 
her heart. 

Let us try to understand this with an example. Suppose we have a piece of land 
which is full of weeds and bushes where we want to grow wheat. Now, if we sow 
very good wheat seeds in the land without first cleaning it fully, we cannot hope to 
get a good wheat crop. So what must we do? We must cultivate the land, clear the 
weeds and bushes and prepare the soil before we sow the seeds. We can thus expect 
good crops. 

Let us compare the land with the human heart. If the heart is full of belief in false 
gods, we cannot expect Tawhid to take root there. So it must be cleansed of any other 
god or object of worship; only then will lawhld take root and the light of faith will shine. 

Tawhid shapes and influences the entire course of our life. This is why we must 
have a clear understanding of its meaning. 
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The vast and majestic universe with its amazingly flawless system clearly indicates 
that there is one Creator and one Supreme Controller of this wonderful universe. 

When we think about the unique system and perfect order of the universe, we 
find no chaos in it. The sun, the moon and the galaxy obey the same Supreme 
Authority. The whole universe obeys the laws of this Supreme Power. There is 
complete cooperation and harmony in the system. Everything is nicely set in its 
place. No improvement can be suggested and no defect detected. This superb and 
perfect combination of order and beauty is clear proof of the presence of an All- 
Wise and All-Powerful Creator and Regulator. 

Had there been more than one Creator and Controller of the planets, for example, 
there would have been conflict and chaos (2 1:22). We notice no such disorder in the 
universe.The efficient running of a school and the steering of a car or a ship, calls for 
one headmaster, one driver or one captain. No single institution can be run problem 
free with more than one leaderjust as no car can be driven by more than one person 
at the same time. 

The universe, made up of many planets and stars, is a unit. All its components have 
a common origin and purpose because the universe was deliberately created by one 
Absolute Power. Everything in the universe works in harmony and co-operation as 
do the various parts of the human body. The limbs of the human body seem to have 
different functions, hut they all serve the same purpose - keeping the body lit and 
functioning properly. 



Belief in Lt ilaha illallilh or Tawhtd has a far-reaching impact on our life: 

0 A believer in Tawhut surrenders himself completely to the Will of AllJh and 
becomes His true servant and subject. Allah has created all that is on the earth and in 
the sky for the service of mankind. When a person surrenders himself to Allnlvs 
commands, he understands and appreciates that Allah has made all creation for his 
benefit and use. 

The Qur’an confirms this when it says, “Have you not seen how Allah Inis made all 
that is in the earth subservient, to you? ” (22:65) “Do you not sec how Allah has harnessed 
whatever is in Heaven and whatever is on earth for you? He has lavished His bounties on you 
both apparent and hidden ., . ” (31:20) 

These two verses clearly indicate that Allah has created everything on the earth 
and in the sky for the service and comfort of humans. The blessing of being served 
by other objects and creatures is only apparent when we believe and practise Tawhfd, 
This means we must be totally obedient to Alhb. 

Q It produces in the believer a high degree of self-respect, confidence and 
contentment. He knows that he depends on none but Allah for the fulfilment of his 
needs. He firmly believes that Allah alone has the power to provide all his requirements 
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and no one else has any power to do good or harm him. 

When can a believer be confident and develop self-respect? He can be so only 
when he feels that he depends on none but 1 lis Creator for all Ins needs, lie does 
not worry because lie knows that Allah will take care of all his needs it he is truly 
obedient. 

0 This beli ef makes a believer humble and modest. He k never arrogant or haughty. 
He is fully aware that everything on earth belongs to Allnh and he gains control over 
the rest of the creation only bv being a subject of AU$h. I le also knows very well that 
whatever he has is from Allah. So tiiere is no reason to be proud or arrogant, 
fil Belief in Tawhtd makes a believer dutiful and upright. The believer knows char lie 
must carry out the commands of his Creator to succeed in this life and the life 
hereafter. This awareness keeps him away from neglecting Ins duties and from other 
sins. 

0 It makes a person brave and courageous. It removes from his mind the fear of 
death or concern for safety.The believer knows that it is Allah who will cause death 
at tlie appointed time and none but He can harm the believers safety. So, if he obeys 
Allah, h e has nothing to worry about. He goes on doing his duty without any fear. 

01 A believer in IciwIiUi consciously feels himself to be part of the whole universe. 

1 le is the best ot all creations oi Allah — the Powerful Master of the whole universe. 

I his belief broadens his horizon and his outlook expands. 

0 It produces in a believer strong determination, patience and perseverance. The 
believer becomes single-minded and dedicates himself to seeking t he pleasure of his 
Creator, 

Imagine a boat. It has a rudder which guides the boat s movement; with the rudder 
under control, the boat moves forward proudly over the waves, but if the boat is not 
controlled bv the rudder, it is tossed in anv direction bv every wave, 

Similarly, when a believer surrenders himself to Allah alone, he can go forward in 
the affairs of life without fear. But if he does not obey Allah, he has to obey false gods 
like the fear of losing his job, fear of danger, fear of hunger and the like. When 
someone believes in Allah alone, his life is not ruled by such tears. 

BJ T he most important effect of the belief in La Mia illallsh is that it makes a 
person obey Allah s commands. A believer in lau’kld is sure that Allah knows and sees 
everything and he cannot escape Allah s ever- watchful eye for a single moment. In 
fact. Allah is nearer to him than his ownjugular vein (50:16). So, a true believer does 
not commit a sin either secretly or in the darkness of the night because he firmly 
believes that Allah sees everything all the time. 

A believer in Tawhid seeks the pleasure of Alinh by making his actions reflect his 
beliefs. Belief without practice is worthless in Islam. 

We Muslims are believers in Tawhui. We are Allah s servants and subjects. We must 
practice what we believe in. 
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Al-Qadr 




We believe that Allnh has created the universe and He is its Absolute Controller and 
Regulator. Allah has fixed a set course for everything in the universe; this is called < 1 /- 
Qadr. Nothing can happen without the will and the knowledge of Allah. 1 he destiny 
of every creature is already known to Allah, (25:2, 33:38) 

But this does not mean that nun has no freedom of will. We know that man is the 
Khaljfah (agent) of Allah on this earth. We also know that Allah does not force us to 
do anything. It is up to us to obey or disobey Him. Whether we will obey or disobey 
is known to Him. But the fact that Allah knows what we are going to do does not 
affect our freedom of c hoice. Man does not know what his destiny is. He has the tree 
will to choose the course he will take. 

We will be judged on the basis of our intentions on the Day of Judgement. If we 
follow Allah's guidance we will be rewarded; if not, we will be punished. 

By believing in al-Qadr we testify that Allah is the Absolute Controller of all the 
affairs of His universe. It is He Who decides what is good and what is bad. 

Allah already knows the fate of all human beings. This does not mean that we can 
do whatever we like, as if it would make no difference to what happens to us. We 
must pay attention to the Divine Guidance provided by Allah the Almighty. He gave 
human beings free will.Wc are free to choose between right and wrong. We will be 
judged for our actions on earth on the Day of Judgement. 

Allah knows everything. He is the only One Who can judge His subjects. He 
commands mankind to follow the Divine Guidance He has prescribed for mans 
success in the life after death. But it depends entirely on the mercy of Allah to judge 
who will be rewarded and who will not. 

Allah knows what will happen to everyone, but we do not know. His foreknowledge 
is one of His Divine qualities (ay$if3t). 

Sometimes things happen that do not make sense to us. Why do floods, hurricanes 
and earthquakes happen? Why do people starve to death in many countries around 
the world? Why do people suffer? What makes one man good arid another a criminal? 

We do not know all the answers to these questions. We have only a little knowledge 
of the universe, but Allah knows everything. We would he wasting time if we blamed 
Allah for the problems or the bad things that happen, simply because we do not 
seem to see the reasons behind them. 

We should have firm faith in the wisdom of our All-Knowing Creator, and help 
people in distress as much as we can. 

We are unable to understand and interpret many of Allah’s actions, ft is meaningless 
to argue that human beings act without freedom and that we are forced to act the 
way we do. We decide for ourselves what we will do, and what we will not, and we 
are responsible for our own actions, This freedom of action does not contradict the 
fact that Allah already knows what we do or will do. 
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what did you learn? (ib) » 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Look at the diagram of the basic beliefs on page 17. Can you design your own 
diagram to display t he seven basic beliefs of a Muslim? 

2. What do the following Arabic' words ynean:. 

a. Mdltl'ikah b. Kutubullilh L%) 

c. Risillah d. Akhirah ^ 

3. What does the word iawhui mean? 

4. Carefully read the words of Sdrat.nl Ikhlftf, What does it tell us about 7 awlrtd? 

5. Who is the Controller of the Universe and how does He control it? 

6. Why do you think the presence of more than one Creator would cause problems? 

7. Look at the diagram on page 1 9, and describe in your own words bow it explains 
the belief m lawhtd. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. “Belief in Tawhld ought to rfwntje a person's life/ Explain this statement, giving 
practical examples to clarify your answer. 

2. " Iawhui , Risillah and Ahhirah , explain the whole of the Islamic system of life, M 1 )iscuss 
this statement. 

3. Group the seven basic beliefs of Islam into the three basic concepts and create a 
diagram of your own. 

4. What is the Arabic word for each of the words listed below: 

a. Faith b. Prophethood c. The One d. Oneness of Allah 

e. Angels f. Books of Allah g. Declaration of Faith 

5. Explain why belief in al-Qadr is so important in the life of a Muslim. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Discuss the significance of the positive and negative aspects of Tawhld. 

2. “Belief inTawhld has to result in action in order to he effective, ‘’justify this statement in 

your own words. 

3. Give an outline of the Islamic belief that al-Qadr does not interfere with a person’s 
free will to choose between right and wrong. 
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Risalah (Prophethood) 

llisfilah is a channel of communication between Allah and mankind. Allah, the Most 
Merciful, has provided man with Guidance to follow the right course and to make 
this world a happy and peaceful place to live in. There is a great reward in the life 
after death tor those who follow this Guidance. 

Since the beginning of Creation, Allah has sent I hs Guidance for mankind through 
His chosen agents. These chosen people are called prophets (sing, nab ! , pi. anbiyd ’) . 
They asked the people of their time to obey and worship Allah alone. They taught, 
guided and trained the people about how to follow the way of Allah. 

Prophets were human beings. We should never refer to them as the sons of Allah. 
Allrih is One and He has no partner, son or daughter. It is a major sin to say that Allah 
has a son, daughter or partner. 

The message of all the prophets is one and the same. As Allah is One, so is His 
message. The message is to worship Allah alone and to reject all false gods. “lie did 
send Nuh (Noah) to his people , and he said ‘My folk, worship Allah, yon have no other god 
than Him. I fear for you the torment of an awful day"' (7:59) In other words, all the 
prophets preached the message of: 

La ililha illalLlh 

(There is no god except Allah) 

We need Guidance from Allah. As we human beings are weak and frail; we have 
no knowledge of the future and the knowledge we do have is limited. Also, we are 
not perfect.We are even unable to see what is behind us. Human knowledge invariably 
changes with time. Humans are unable to make Guidance lor themselves which is 
valid tor all times and all conditions. This is the reason why Allah has blessed us with 
Guidance through prophets. The Qur’&n is the last book ot Allah’s Guidance. 

Allah has also sent books of Guidance through some of His prophets (2:213,7:52). 
They are also called messengers (sing. rasUl, pi. rusul). Prophets and Messengers showed 
by their own example how to obey Allah. 

Allah sent prophets to every nation at different times (10:47, 13:7, 35:24). It was 
necessary to send prophets at different times to bring forgetful human beings back 
to the right path (a$~$iratul MustaqJm). 

Prophets of Allah 

According to a saying of Prophet Muhammad 0$, the number of prophets is one 
hundred and twenty-four thousand. As Muslims, we must believe in all the prophets and 
messengers (2:285). Allah’s guidance to mankind, which began with Adam was 
completed with Muhammad ifr.The Qur’an mentions only the twenty-five most 
prominent by name: 
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Prophets 
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Ya'qun Jacob 


um^ Yusuf Joseph 
Shu'aib 


Ayyub Job 
Musa Moses 
ovA* Harun Aaron 
Dhul Kifl Ezekiel 
Dawud David 


Sulaiman Solomon 
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peace he upon them all"'' 
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We tauc already mentioned belief in Angels (Maltt’ikah) in al- hnZnul Mufa^al. Who 
are the angels? What do they do? Can we see them? How are they different from man? 


Angels are a special creation of Allah. They have been created from divine light 
(Nnr) to perform specific duties. By comparison Adam , the first man, was created 
from clay, and the Jinn from lire. the devil, is from the Jinn. Some people think 

IblJs was the leader of the angels. The Qur'an says Iblh was from among the jinn (1S;50). 

Allah gave Angels the qualities and powers necessary to carry out their duties, but they 
do not have free will. They always obey Allah and can never disobey Him. Man, on the 
other hand, has been given free will and can choose between right and wrong. I his is 
why man will have to account for his actions on the Day of judgement. 

Angels do what Allah commands them to. They are the sinless servants of Allah’s 
will. They help men in the use of free will. Man decides what to do and angels help 
him to carry out the decision. 

The duty of angels is to glorify and praise Allah. They never get tired. They are 
always ready to obey Allah. They do not need sleep, nor do they require the tilings a 
human being would need. 

We cannot see angels unless they appear in human form. Angel Jilml’ll once appeared 
m human form before a gathering of the companions of the Prophet He came 
to teach them, but only the Prophet ^ knew he was an angel. Angels can take any 
suitable appearance to carry out their duties. 

There are many angels in the kingdom of Allnh. Prominent among them are: 

JibrS’Il or fibril (Gabriel) 

Mika’ll or Mlkal (Michael) 

Tzra’il (Malakut Mawt, also called Azrail) (O vjAu] 

Israftl 

lilmVfl brought the revelation from Allnh to Prophet Muhammad ^ and to all the 
other prophets. ‘Izra’ll — also called the ‘Angel of Death’ (Malakul Mawt) — is 
responsible for ending our life. IsrZlftl will blow the trumpet at the time of the end of 
the world and on the Day of Judgement. 

Some angels are busy recording all that we do. They are called the Honourable 
Recorders (Kirfiman Katibiln). Not a single word we say goes unrecorded (50:18). 

Allnh maintains His kingdom perfectly, and angels are His obedient servants. Angels 
will welcome in Heaven those of us who always obey Allnh s commands and will 
throw the wrong-doers into Hell (39:71-74). 


> ’ * ' 
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The Books of Allah 


so far we have learned that we human beings are the servants of Allah and His 
agents on earth. But we need guidance to carry out our duties as Allah’s agents. We 
are unable to guide ourselves because we have nianv weaknesses within us and we 
have very limited knowledge of the past, present and future. Only Allah is above all 
these shortcomings and He alone has the power to give us guidance that is suitable 
for all tunes and places. We know that Allah has not left us without guidance and that 
He has sent prophets to show us the right path in life. In addition to this. He has also 
sent books of guidance through some prophets l Its messengers. 

Allah's blessings are countless. He provides us with all that we need, Just imagine 
how wonderfully He arranges our growth in the tender and affectionate care of our 
parents from birth to youth. Who provides us with food when we are in our mothers 
womb? Who fills our mothers breasts with milk to suckle as soon as we are born? 
Allnh, the Merciful, of course. 

Allah’s greatest favour to mankind is His Guidance contained in the revealed 
books. 1 he pure, perfect and most useful knowledge conies only from Allah, the 
Wisest and the Greatest (2:146-147, 4:163, 53:1-6). 




ZABUR INJIL QUR’AN 


A Muslim believes in all the revealed hooks which are mentioned in the Qur’Hn. 
rhey are: the TawrSh (Torah) of MUsM& (Moses), the Zabflr (Psalms) of DdmOci $£l 
(David), the Injll (Gospel) of (Jesus) and the Qur’5n revealed to Muhammad 

^fe.The Qur'an also mentions the $uhuf of Ibrahim M (Scripture of Abraham). 
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Of the divine books, only the Qur’ftti remains unchanged, preserved in its original 
form. The original TamZh Zabtir and Itijj} no longer exist. The texts available today 
were written by their followers many years after the death' of their prophets. The 
writers have changed and distorted Allah s words. They have mixed divine words 
with those of human beings. 

The Bible, which is a collection of the books of the Old testament and the Neu' 
Testament, lias been translated into English from available Hebrew and Greek 
manuscripts. A careful reader can easily find some of the additions and alterations 
made to then). 

The Bible, as it is available today, has many human additions which do not appear to be 
correct * 1 2 3 4 . It is not a divine revelation. It contains numerous misleading misconceptions 
and false accounts of the prophets. The message of Allah sent through them was either 
lost or distorted, because of the neglect or folly of their followers. On the other 
hand, the Qur'Zti contains Allah’s guidance tor mankind in its original form and 
language, unchanged and undistorted. It restates in clear and unambiguous language 
the message of Allah which the followers of earlier prophets have lost. The message 
of the QurUn is valid for all times and climes. 


Notes; 

1 The Jawmh was revealed in Hebrew and the Injfl most probably in the Aramaic (Syriac) language. 

2 The Bible consists of the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

The Old Testament includes the five books of the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leri tints, Numbers and 
Deuteranowy}, the books of Ezra, Psalms and others. 

The New Testament includes four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Gospel of Barnabas, which 
appears to be the most authentic version of Prophet 'ha a Uje, is not included in ii 

3 The hull (Gospel) was compiled after Prophet 7s<T Ijesus) was taken up by Allah According to ('Kristians, 
7 .vi 7 was crucified and died as a result. The Qur'an rebates this and slates that 'ha was lifted up by Allah 
(4:1 57-1 58). 

4a Prophet Nfth (Noah) i« described as drunk and naked in the book of Genesis (eh. 9, verves 20 22), unbefitting 
of a prophet. 

b Incest ascribed to Lfl[ (Lot) in Genesis (ch. 19, verses 31-37) again, cannot be an act of a prophet, 
c Falsehood attributed to Ishaq (Isaac) in Genesis (ch. 26. verses 7-11). 

d A comparison of verses 16-17 in chapter 19 in Matthew with verses 17-18 of chapter 10 of Mark in the 
NewTestament shov/s how individual compilers added human words to Allah’s words. 

Source :l'he New English Bible t Oxford University Pms. 197 0. 
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Key Stage 3 (1 1 — 14) 

1. What is Ri sill ah? 

2. Why did Allah need to send so many prophets and messengers? 

3. 1 low many prophets are named in the Qur'an? 

4. Write down the names of four great angels and briefly describe their jobs. 

5. Draw the diagram of the Books of Allah in your exercise book, To whom was 
each book revealed? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Who was the first Prophet of Allah? 

2. Who was the last Prophet of Allah? 

3. What is a$-$irUtul MustaqJm? 

4. “ Prophets and messengers haw been sent siiuc the htybminii of time to guide us. " Why 
was this necessary? 

5. In your own words write ten sentences about the angels of Allah. 

6. Name the revealed books mentioned in the Qur'an and the form in which they 
can now be found. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Define the word Risalah and explain its significance for our lives, 

2. Explain in your own words the status and duties of the angels of Allah. 

3. If humans possess free will, explain why they need guidance from Allah. Why 
can’t they just do as they like? 
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mmmmmmmmmmmmm The Quran 

F he Qur'an is a unique book. It is the Guidance from our Creator for all humans. It 
is the sacred book of Muslims and the main source ot L aw in Islam. Muslims believe 
every word of the Qur'Hu is from Allah. 

The Qur'an is the final revelation from Allah to mankind. The revelation to Prophet 
Muhammad fit began in the cave of f/irfl* on (he Mount Nur in (>10 CE. As we have 
said, the previous books sent to earlier prophets no longer exist in their original 
form. Only the Qur'an remains unchanged It is the Guidance tor all of humanity 
until the end of the world. So, it is clearly very important that this book is preserved 
and kept free from human distortion. 

No other book in the world can match the Qur'ltn in respect of its recording and 
preservation. The astonishing fact about this book of Allah is that it has remained 
unchanged even to a dot over the last fourteen hundred years. Allah the Almighty 
has Himself taken the responsibility of preserving the Qur'an. He says: “Surely, We 
have revealed this reminder (Dhikr) and Lo } We verily arc its Guardian . “ (15:9) This verse 
shows that Allah revealed the Qur'an and He will protect it. Indeed, He has protected 
it from any change whatsoever, and His protection will continue until the end of the 
world. 

None except the Creator could have produced the unique verses ot the Qurtfn. 
Allah challenges humans and Jinn together to produce anything similar to the Qur'an, 
whilst informing them that they will never be able to do if (2:23; 10:37—38; 17:88). 
This challenge remains, and will continue to remain, unanswered. 

The Qwr'ffH was recorded as soon as it was revealed under the personal supervision 
of Prophet Muhammad ^fe. ’f he Qur'an exists today in its original form, unaltered 
and undistorted. It is a living miracle in the sense that it has survived so many 
centuries without suffering even the smallest change. Every word of it — every 
single letter and sound — is in the hearts and minds of thousands of Muslims who 
continue to memorise and recite it every day. No variation of text can be found in 
it. You can check this for yourself by listening to and comparing the recitation of 
Muslims from different parts of the world. 

Arabic, the language of the Qur'an, unlike the languages of other revealed books, 
is a living, dynamic and very rich language Millions of people all over the world use 
Arabic in their daily lives. This shows the relevance of the Qur'an and its universal 
usefulness even in today's world. 

Through the Qur'an our Creator speaks to us. It is a clear proof of His Sovereignty 
over the universe, and that He is All-knowing, All-aware. 

The subject matter ot the Qur'an is Man and his ultimate goal in life. Its teachings 
cover all areas of this life and the life after death. It contains principles, teachings and 
guidance for every area of human acttvity.The theme of the QurVTn consists broadly 
of the three fundamental concepts of Tawhfd . ilisalah and Ahhirah. Tawhld is the basic 
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theme of the Qur'an . All the prophets of AlLlh called people towards Tawhld. The 
Qur'an gives a vivid description of the Paradise which will he awarded to the truly 
obedient servants of Allnh.'I he severe punishment to be meted out to the evildoers 
is also described vividly in the QioATh. 

The Qur'an urges people to follow its guidance and teachings. 7 he success of 
human beings on this earth and in the life after death depends on obedience to the 
teachings of the Qur'an. We cannot perform our duties as the servants of AlLlh and 
His agents if we do not follow the Qur'an , The Qnr'Jn urges us to use our energies 
and wealth to establish the supremacy of AlJjhs Laws and remove all evils from the 
society in which we live. 

The superb style of the Qur'an has a tremendous effect on its readers. It totally changes 
the pattern of life of those who believe and practice its teachings. It leaves a soothing 
effect on the mind of its reader, even if he does not fully understand its meaning, t he 
incredible effect is hard to describe, it has to be experienced to really appreciate it. 

The revelation, coliection and compilation of the Qur’an 

1 he Qur'an was revealed to Muhammad through the angel Jibra’il. It was sent 
down in stages and completed over a period of twenty-three years. 

Each and every word of the Qur'an was recorded as soon as it was revealed by 
Allah to the Prophet through the angel film! 'll. The verses of the Qur'an were sent 
down at different times according to the needs of the early Muslims, jihrai! carefully 
instructed the Prophet & in which order the verses should be put together. The 
Qur'an is not put together in the order the verses were revealed, nor according to 
subject matter. Its arrangement is according to Allah's plan which shows its strikingly 
unique characteristics. 

Lhe Prophet s secretary. Zaid bin liulbit \ used to record them exactly as the Prophet 
fS? told him. He would read back to the- Prophet w hat he had recorded. 

The Qiif'Jh consists of 114 chapters (sing. Surah, pL .Stuw),The short opening 
chapter, Sflratul hatihah (shown on page 32) is followed by the longest chapter of the 
Qur'an , Somtul Baqarah (The Cow), with 286 verses. The chapters gradually get 
shorter.The shortest chapter is the 108th chapter, Stttatul Kawthar (The Abundance), 
which has just 3 verses.There are 6236 verses (sing. Ayah, pi. Ay at) altogther. Chapters 
revealed when the Prophet w r as living in Makkah are known as Makkt (Makkan) and 
those revealed in Madlnah are called Madattl ( Mad incut j. 

The Qur'an is also divided into 30 parts (sing Juz\ pi. AjzS*) of roughly equal size, 
which is convenient for recitation and memorization. 

Many of the early Muslims memorised the Qur’an immediately after the verses 
were revealed. Some of the famous Hufffiz (plural: persons who memorised the 
Qur'an; singular: Hafiz) were: Mu'adh inn JabaL Vbadah bin a$-§8tnit t Abud Darda\ 
Abu Ayyub al-An$&rt and Ubayy bin Ka'b. 
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Shoitly after the death of the Prophet in 632 ( '.R, ‘Uttun bin Al-KltaffJh suggested 
to the first Khallfah , Aba Bakr , that the Qur'an he compiled into one volume. Up 
until then, the Qur'an was written down in separate sections, A committee was 
formed under Zaid bin Tftftbit to gather the materia) of the Qur an into one volume. 

Great care was taken to compile the Qur at? exactly as it had been recorded during 
the time of the Prophet ^ . After careful checking and rechecking the work was 
completed. During the Khilafah of 'Umar, the copy was kept with Haftah, one of the 
widows of the Prophet 

Later, many schools were established for the teaching of the Qur'an throughout 
the Muslim territories. During ‘Umar's time, one such school in Damascus had sixteen 
hundred pupils under Ahud Dardll\ one of the famous Hujfaz 

As the Islamic state expanded, people in various places recited the Qur'an in their 
local dialect and accent. To avoid the possibility of any confusion or misunderstanding, 
the Khallfah , ‘Uthmftn, ordered the preparation of one standard version of the Qur'an 
to be written in the dialect and accent of the Quraish . Prophet Muhammad $ was 
from the Quraish tribe. Zaid bin Thnbit , ‘ Abdullah bin az-Zubair T Sa'td bin al-'A$ and 
4 . Abdur Rahman bin al-Harith were asked to prepare copies from the copy of Haftah. 

This far-sighted action by ‘Uthmfin made the uniform recitation of the Qur'an possible. 
I wo original copies from the time of the KhilStah of ' UthmUn still exist today — one in 



the Ibpkapi Museum in Istanbul, Turkey and the other in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, The 
National Library of Karachi, Pakistan lias a photocopy of the Tashkent original. 

The revelation of the Qur’an began in 610 CE at the cave Mtril ' on Mount Nat in 
Makkah The first revealed verses are: 







\ >> 



. > v > 

^ ^ IV 




Iqra’ bismi rabhikal ladhl khalaq, 

Kltalaqal insana mitt *aiaq. 

Iqra wa rabbukal akratn, 

Alladfti ‘ dilama bit qalam. 

* Atlantal ins am milium yalam. 

“Read in the name of your Lord Who created, 
Created man from something that dings. 
Read, and your Lord is most generous. 
Who taught by the pen, 

Taught man what he did not know.” (96:1-5) 


fhe Qur’an was revealed over 22 years, 5 months and 14 days. The last verse of the 
Qwr 'iTu was revealed shortly before the Prophet's death: 



At yawma akmaltu takum dwakum, 
wa aimamtu ‘alaikum nLtnqtl; 
wa radii u faktwul istum Alnan . 

“This day 1 have perfected your religion for you, 
and completed My favour upon you, 
and chosen for you Islam as your way of life.” (5:3) 
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Many Arabic words used in the Qur'Hn are almost impossible to translate into 
other languages, including English. I lowever. with the help of the AhadJth and Sfrah 
(biography of the Prophet and his companions) translations of the Qur’Bh have 
been produced in many languages, 

Muslim scholars have devoted years of study to explain and interpret the Qwr'fln 
m Arabic and other languages. These explanations and interpretations (Exegesis) are 
called lajdslr (sing, lafslr). I hey help us to understand the Qwr'jn.Wc seek Allah s help 
to understand His words and act on them 

Death 

Death is an undeniable natural event for all living things. It comes and will come to 
every one of us. We will all die. The Qur Jti says: 

“Everyone shall taste death, ” (3: 1.85; 21 :35; 29:57) 

Death brings an end to our temporary life on this earth. It is an occasion of 
sorrow and grief for the loved ones of the deceased. In Islam, people mourn for the 
dead person by reciting the Qur’flti and saying prayers (duW). 

Islam reminds us to remain conscious of the fact that death can arrive at any time. 
Only Allah knows when His servants will die. Death puts an end to our human body 
but it does not destroy our soul (rtih). T he soul is taken away hv the angel Matakul 
Mawt (‘terft’rl or Azrail) to Allah (32:11). 

A person will behave well and follow Allah’s commands if he remains aware of 
death and the life after death. 

In Islam, a dead body is ritually washed before it is buried, ft is then covered with 
white sheets and fragrance is spread all over it, A funeral prayer is conducted before 
the burial. This prayer is called §altVnlJaMzah . 



We have already mentioned two of the most important beliefs in Islam: Tmvhfd (oneness 
of Allah) and RisJlah (prophethood) . Now we will look at the Akhitah (Life after 
death). 


Belief in the Akhirah is vital for all Muslims. Our life on this earth is temporary. It 
is meant to prepare ns for the Akhirah , which is never-ending. Life on this earth is 
meaningless if good actions are not rewarded and bad conduct not punished. Why 
attend school if bad behaviour goes unpunished and there’s nothing at the end to 
reward all our efforts? In the same way, life on earth is meaningless if we don’t face 
the consequences of our actions after death, standing in the majestic Court of Justice 
of Almighty Allnh on the Day of Judgement (Yaumnd Akhir or Yawmuddtn). 

To prepare ourselves for this day, we need to follow the Guidance given through the 
prophets. There would have been no need for prophets it there were no life after death. 
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There are people who do not care whether there is a life after death or not. Some 
do not even believe in it at all. f hesc people will sutler terribly for their disbelief. A 
sensible person cannot possibly say there is no life after death. He can be doubtful 
but he will always be at a loss if his doubt proves untrue. 

So. the safe course to follow is to believe in all that the prophets told people to 
believe. Not to care about Akhirah is a serious failing. We are certain that all human 
beings die, so it is quite reasonable to prepare tor that eternal life which, no doubt, 
will follow death. 

Doubts have been expressed by unbelievers about life after death. They cannot 
understand how Allah can raise men and women after death. But Allah can make 
human beings out of nothing so why should it be difficult for Him to raise them 
after death? (22:5-7; 36:77-79). 

The Qur'an says: 

“Does man think that we shall not assemble his bones? Yes. surely, yes , we are able to restore 
the very shape of his fingertips. " (75:3-4) 

Lite on this earth would not be peaceful, rather it would he horrible, if all people 
thought that there would be no life after death. There would be no restraint or 
control on what we do, Belief in the Akhirah has a tremendous influence on the life 
of a Muslim, He knows that All rth is watching all his actions and he will have to 
account for them on the Day of judgement. His conduct and behaviour will therefore 
be responsible, controlled and careful, fie will always try to do those things which 
Alhh will favour and give up those actions which will incur 1 lis punishment. 

A Muslim believes that he .will be rewarded in the life after death for all his good 
actions. He will live in Heaven, a place of eternal happiness and peace. 

Wrong-doers will be punished on the Day of judgement and will be sent to Hell. 
a place of severe punishment and suffering. 

lo prepare for that day and to be rewarded by Allah, the Merciful and the Kind, 
we need to do all that He demands of us and give up all bad habits and wrong 
actions. We can do this if we follow the Guidance given to Muhammad ^ by Allah. 
This is the safest course tor our success in this world and in the Akhirah. 
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v what did you learn? (id) nmmamtmmmmmam 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What is the Qur'fln? 

2. How many parts are there in the Qur' Jtt? 

3. When were the first verses ot the Quran revealed? 

4. What does the Qur'an say about death? 

5. What is a Hafiz of the Qur 'an? 

6. What is Yawmuddhi, and how should we prepare for it? 

7 Describe how the Quran came ter be in its present form. 

Key Stage 4 (15—16) 

1. Through whom was the Qur'an revealed to Muhammad &? 

2. Who suggested the compilation of the Qur'an , and why? 

3. How long did it take for the revelation of the (Qur'an to be completed? 

4. Which verse of the Qur'an was revealed first? 

5. "Belief in theAkhimh helps to keep everything in perspective * f Justify this statement in 
relation to your understanding of Islam, 

6. What is the basic message of the Qutan and how can it shape our lives m a 
modern world? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. “The message of the Qur an is universal even though it was revealed over 1400 years 
ago. ’ Justify this statement in the form of a newspaper or magazine article. 

2. “Enjoy today with no thought for tomorrow. “ Explain the disadvantages of this kind 
of outlook, and discuss why belief in the Akhirah puts a check on this attitude to 


3. “Remembering death helps to keep us from being hypnotised by the glitter of worldly 
things. *' What does this sentence mean? Discuss* 


life. 
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Basic Duties of Islam 


2 


I slam has five basic duties which Muslims must do. They are known as the five 
pillars of Islam (Arkfitml hldm). These pillars are mentioned in the following 
Hadlth (a saying of Prophet Muhammad %): 


ij < ju <■ <0^ 



“Bttniyaf islet mu ‘aid khamsin : shahddati an lit i Lilia illrdlahu wa anna muhammadati 
rasfllullnhi, u>a iqflmi$ fdteti, wa Itil’iz zaktitL wal ftajji, wa fawnfi ramadfin.” 

“Islam is based on five things: declaring that there is no god except Allah and 
that Muhammad is the Messenger ofAllah, the establishment o($al3h, the payment 
of Zakdh, the Hajj and §awm in the month of Ramadan " (al-Bukhan).Thc illustration 
below shorn the Jive bask duties (not as pillars} with the duty ofAsh-Shahadah in the 


HAJJ 


SHA 


i 
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The five pillars which we call the Five Husk Duties as mentioned in the Hadtth are 


ShahSdah 

(declarat ion of faith) 


Salah 

(five compulsory daily prayers) 


Zakfth 

(welfare contribution J 

sf/l 

Hajj 

(pilgrimage to Makkah) 

'iA 

Sawm 

(fast it ip during Ramadan) 






A Muslim declares or affirms his faith by reciting: 


L 1 ildha ill all film Muhammadur rasfllulldh. 


These Arabic words mean: "There is no god except Allah; Muhammad is the messenger 
of Allah . " This declaration is called al-Kalimatut Taiyilmh. It contains the whole of 
Islamic belief,! here are two parts. The first part (Li 1 ildha illalldh) is about the Oneness 
of Allah {'Tawhul in Arabic) while the second part (Muhammadur msnluliflh) concerns 
the prophethood (Risdlah) of Muhammad §T Thc four Arabic words of the first part 
are: Ld which means no; ildha meaning god; ilia meaning except; and Alldh. The 
second part has three words: Muhammad; rasflf meaning messenger; and Alike 
The first pillar of Islam is Shdlnldale Which is about belief in lawhui and Risdlah of 
Muhammad ^.The other four pillars are the main duties in Islam, called ‘I hud ah. 
‘flnldahy an Arabic term, includes any activity which is done to gain Allah’s favour. 
Saldh, Zakdh, Sawm and Hajj are the main forms of worship or ‘Ib&dah. If we perform 
them regularly and correctly we come closer to Allah, our Creator and Sustained 
These four basic duties of $<tldh, Zakdh, Sawm and Hajj make up the training 
programme which is required to shape our life around Shahddah. We already know 
that we belong to Allah and He is our Master. So, in order to behave like the servants 
of our Creator, we must practise Saldh, Zakdh , and Haji honestly and faithfully. 
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$al(lh is the second pillar of Islam. It refers to the live compulsory daily prayers. $alah 
is offered five times a day individually or preferably for men and older boys, in 
congregation. Women and girls may also join in congregation whenever possible. We 
offer s S alah to remember Allnh. It brings us closer to Him. The Qwr'tfw says: 

“Indeed, I am Allah; there is no god except Myself; so worship Me and establish Salah to 
remember Me, ” (20; 1 4) 

Salah is the practical proof of our faith in Allah and Islam. It has been made 
compulsory at certain fixed times, Allah says in the Qur’an: 


“Sal ah at fixed tunes has been enjoined on the be Havers . " (4:103) 
The five daily prayers are: 


Fajr 

from dawn until just before sunrise 


Zuhr 

After midday until afternoon 


‘Asr 

From late afternoon until just before sunset 


Maghrib 

After sunset until daylight ends 

• * " f ■" > 

• 

‘Isha’ 

Sight until midnight or dawn 




Timings of the five daily Sal ah 
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You should know at this stage how to say $afah. First, try to understand clearly 
why we need to offer $aklh. We offer $alah to remember Allah our Creator and to he 
close to Him and to gain His favour. 

To say your Salnh you must be pure and dean, The Qur’an says: 'Indeed Alhlh lorn 
those who turn to Him in ttpentence and loves those who purify themselves. “ (2:222) 
Purification of the body and clothes is called fahilmli, and cleanliness is called Nazftfah. 
They are not the same, but they are connected to one another. You may be clean 
outwardly and still not be pure — it is especially important to remove all traces ot 
urine or excrement from the clothes worn for Sal it 1 1 . 

How can we have cleanliness? We can fully wash the whole body with pure and 
clean water or we can have a part- wash, cleaning only parts of the body- The full 
wash or bath is called Ghusl and the part wash is Wktftl* (ablution). 

Keep in mind that Muslims are not allowed to have a bath or a shower in the nude 
in the presence of others. 



Wudti' i' 



Prophet Muhammad said: “ Indeed , on the Day oj Resurrection, my followers will be 
called ‘al-Ghurrul MuhajjalUn' from the traces ofWudcl *, so whoever can increase the area of 
his radiance should do so (i.e. by performing ablution regularly}. " (al-Bukhi)rl) 

Before we can begin to say $afah, we must first prepare ourselves. This preparation 
includes making sure we are dean. We do this by carrying out Hudfl 

IVudU ’ is essential for performing $altlh. We must not say Saldh without first making 
Wucfn Allnh says in the Qur'flti: 

“O you who believe , when you prepare for Sal ah, wash your faces and your hands to the 
elbows ; wipe over your heads and wash your feet up to the ankles. *’ (5:6) 

l his verse refers to the compulsory (Fard) parts of Undn .The additional actions 
performed by Prophet Muhammad $£ are recommended (Sunn alt), and are mentioned 
in the books ot Ahildlth. 


The steps to take are: 

1 Make Niyyah (intention) saying the Tasmiyah (Basmalah or Bismillnh): 



Bismillahir rafttnUnir rahlm 

In the name of Allnh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
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Then wash both hands up to the 
wrists three times making sure that 
water has reached between the fingers. 



{4 Sniff water into the nostrils three 

times to clean them and then wash the 
tin of the nose. 



\t> Wash the right arm, and then left 
arm, thoroughly from hand to elbow 
three times. 



3 Put a handful of water into the 
mouth and rinse it thoroughly three 
times. 



5 Wash the face three times from 
right ear to left ear and from forehead 
to throat. 



B Move the wet palms of both hands 
over the head, starting from the top of 
the forehead to the neck. 
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ifjjl Rub the wet fingers into the 
grooves and holes of both ears and also 
pass the wet thumbs behind the ears. 



Pass the backs ot the wet hands 


over the nape. 


(Sit Saiiul Awf/fr by ‘AlUinah Slir.s’kam. ' ') 7 V ml. 1 , j>. 203) 



tO Wash both feet to the ankles starting from the right foot and making sure 
that water has reached between the toes and all other parts of the feet. 



If you made a lull Wit dll' before 
putting on your socks, it is not necessary 
to take them off every time you repeat 
your H udn ; it is enough to wipe the 
upper port of the socks with wet fingers. 
Leather socks are better tor this, but any 
durable, untorn thick socks will also do. 
This type of wiping is valid for twenty- 
tour hours only (three days in the case 
of a journey). 


At the end of all the steps, recite: 



Ash-hadu alia ilfllui iilalldiut walulahu Ifl shartka lahu 
wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan ‘ahduhu iva rasfltuh. 

1 testify that there is no god but Alllth and \ le is One and lias no partner 
and 1 testify that Muhammad is His servant and messenger. 
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You should repeat your Wudfi 1 after: 


Natural discharges (e.g. urine, faeces, passing wind and the like). 
Flow of blood or pus from any part of the body. 

Full mouth vomiting. 

Falling asleep or losing consciousness. 


5 Touching the sexual organs. 


* * 


il 


Tayarnmum (Dry Ablution) 

You can perform your Sahlh with Tayamnnnii (4:43) when: 

1 water is not available at all, 

2 the water available is insufficient (e.g. available water is enough for 
drinking only), or 

3 use of water is harmful (e.g. in sickness) 

For Tayaittmum you are required to: 

1 (a) Make Niyyah by saying: ralwulthr rahlm , then (b) place both your 

hands lightly on earth, sand, stone or any other object having dust on it. 

2 Blow the dust off your hands and wipe your face with the hands once the same 
way as you do in Wudfi 

Repeat I (b) and wipe the right arm from wrist to elbow with the left hand and 
the left arm with the right hand. 
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Adhan (call to Prayer) 1 


Prophet Muliammad by his practice and sayings, showed that Muslim men and 
older boys should otfer their compulsory Ward) $atnh in congregation in a mosque 
(Masjid). Women and girls may offer their Sahlh m a mosque if they wish. Ail other 
§ahlh can be offered privately at home. 

To call Muslims to $ahlh, Prophet Muhammad 0$ introduced the Adlnln to signal 
that the time of $ahlfi has arrived. The person who calls the AdhSti is called the 
Mu’adhdhifi (Caller). While doing so he faces the Qiblah (the direction towards the 
Kairah in Makkah). He raises his hands up to his ears and calls out: 


* > > 


* s 


Alhihu akbar Alhihu akbar 

Allah is the Greatest Allah is the Ga\itest 

Ash -had u alia ihlha i7/.j//,7/i 

I testify that there is no 
/ 

god except Allah 


* - > 


\b\ 


* s 


-Oil 


A I fill in akbar Alhihu akbar 

Allah is the Greatest Allnh is the Greatest 

Ash -had ii a I hi ilaha Wallah 
l testify that there is no 
god except Allah 
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Ash-hadu anna Mnhammadar rasfllultoh 
[ testify that Muhammad 
is Alin h s messenger 

I* 

Haifa 'alas sal ill i 
Rush to Salih 

" Haiya ‘alal JaLlh 
Rush to success 
. - . * > ' 

\%\ 


Ash hadti anna Mnhammadar msilhiltoh 
I testify that Muhammad 
is Allah’s messenger 

S *XaM 

Haiya ' alas salilh 
Rush to $alah 

^ 1 X ^ 

Haiya ‘alaljdlflh 
Rush to success 


* " * 


* \ 
tiM 


\^\ 


Alluhn akhar 
Allfih is the Greatest 


Ail ilh u akhar 
AHlh is the Greatest 




Lil i Lilia lltallilh 

There is no god except Allah 

During the Adhun for Fair Salilh the following words are added after Haiya ' alal fatoh: 

* a ' > " 

> yj>- S > 1 ^ jrJ>- S 

As-5t7/(7Ui klwirum minan nmrnt A$-$atfttu khairmn tninan mum 

$alnh is better than sleep Salih is better than sleep 


✓ y s 

1 « lqamah X»t 52 1 wmmwm- 


Iqtlmah is the second call to $alilh said inside the mosque at the beginning of $atoh in 
congregation (Jama*ah). When the mu$allis (persons saying $atoh) stand in rows, the 
Mu 'adhdhin says Iqilmah which is the same as the Adhdn except that after Haiya ‘ alal 
fa fall, the following words are added: 

t ♦♦ ** 

\S> JS 


s jXXl 

^ ** 

Qad qUmatis salilh 
§al3h has begun 

Usually, the Iqilmah is said in a lower voice than the Adhdn. 


S jXaM X 


Qad qUmatis salilh 
Salih has begun 
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Fard (Compulsory) Salah 


A Muslim must pray five times a day The^ compulsory prayers are called Fard in Arabic. 
Each unit of prayer is called a rak'ah . Fard rak'ahs are: 

Fajr 2 rak'ahs 


Zuhr 4 rak'ahs 

4 Asr 4 rak'ahs 

Maghrib 3 mk‘ah$ 

Tsh3* 4 rak'ahs 

17 rak'ahs 

Juniu 4 ah 2 rak'ahs (in place of ^«ftr on Friday) 


Sun nab Sal3h 

Prophet Muhammad & prayed extra rak'ahs in addition to Fard prayers. These prayers 
are called Smwah . Prophet Muhammad always prayed two rak'ahs before the Fard 
of Fajr and three rak'ahs after the Fard of 'IsItH* even on a journey The three rak'ahs 
after 'Ish J’are called Witr (odd number). Muslims also pray additional rak'ahs other 
than Fard and Smwah. These are called Nafitah (optional). 



Fajr 

Zuhr 

‘Asr 

• 

Maghrib 

‘Isha’ 

2 Sunnah 

4 Sunnah 

4 Sunnah* 


4 Sunnah* 

2 Fard 

4 Fard 

♦ 

2 Sunn.il) 
2 Nafl 

4 Fard 

3 Fard 

2 Sunnah 
2 Natl 

4 Fard 

2 Sunnah 

2 Nafl 

3 Witr 
2 Natl 

4 

12 

8 

7 

17 


(* these tSuminJi before ‘A$r and 'khs' are Chair Mu'Madah, net done regularly, only occasionally.) 


46 


In addition to the five daily there are tor other occasions, e.g. 
jnwn\ih every Friday, $a/<7 tui Idul Fifr, §al2tul idul Adhfl and SalfUut larflwfh in the 


month ot Ramrfdiin. The 

number of rah'ahs 

in these $aldh are: 


JunuTah 

‘Idul Fitr 

Tdul Ad ha 

Tar3wfh 

4 Sunn ah 



20 Suvnvah 

2 Fard 

2 WSjib 

2 \Y aj i b 


4 Sun nali 




2 Sun nah 




2 Nafl 




14 

1 

4 * 

2 

20 


Uilftb is a term used in Hanafl fnjli for something compulsory to a degree less than 
fW. Those who follow HanqfJ fujh consider SalfltuihwSzah, §dlfltul idul Fifr, fyilniul 
TinMd/rJand Witr §ahlh as Wft/rfi. 

latihullj is offered after the two Summit rak‘ahs of 'Ishn' but before the three of Witr, 
Between ‘Ishd ' and Fajr, a prayer called Irfha/'/W was regularly offered by the Prophet 
It was obligatory for the Prophet Devout Muslims try to follow the practice Only 
those who wish to taste the sweetness of being closer to Wish can appreciate the benefits 
of the lahiijjud prayer. 

1 imes when you must not pray: 

1 From the beginning of sunrise until 15-20 minutes after full sunrise. 

2 When the sun is at its height (zenith or meridian). 

3 From the beginning of sunset until it is fully set. 

4 For women during menstruation, and tor up to 40 days during post-childbirth 
bleeding. 
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How to perform Salah 


At this stage you should be ready to start saying your $alnh. Make sure you have 
Wudu\ a dean body, clean clothes and a clean place. This is how you should do your 
$atoh: 

||fl Stand upright in a clean place (like a prayer mat) facing the direction of the 
Kuwait . This is called Qiyflm and the direction is called the Qiblah in Arabic. In the 
UK the Qiblah is towards the south-east. In other countries the direction will be 
different. You will have to find out its direction before doing your $alnh. 

4^ Say your Niyyah (intention) either verbally or in your mind. Niyyah is said with 
the words: 



Fajr* 

two* Vtml* Zm\ ir 

“1 intend to say three Summit rak'dhs of $altltul 'A$r for Allah facing the K./Mj" 
four Maghrib 

(*viy die one which is relevant) 'Ishct* 

Raise your hands up to your ears (women and girls up to their shoulders) and 



Alhllm Ahbar 
Allah is the Greatest 



This is called lakblratul Ihtflm , meaning that all wordly things are now forbidden to you. 


ittnum 


M.. 

■ 



flp Place your right hand on your left hand just below the navel or on the chest 
(women and girls put their hands on their chest) and recite Tlumfl’: 

S sS y y } m y / s' s ' f y ^ s -* ** 

^ Uj^j I i-!j Lj ^ dJ J^>CJ ^ <v$U i uX 

jsIjIp aU\ S a 




Adj/tJHdfed//i7l/«rtmi<f wm hiljamdikfl) 
im tiifiJratomid’a, 
wa ta'flln jadduka f 
wa Id ildha ghairuk. 

(or you may read ghairuka) 


O Allah, glory and praise are for You, 
and blessed is Your name, 
and exalted is Your Majesty; 
there is no god but You. 



A'ttdhu hi II din mirmh ahmtdmr rajfm 
l seek refuge in Allah from the cursed Satan \Shuitdn). 





Bimilldhir mhmflmr whim 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

5 Recite the rest of Sttratul Fat Utah (the opening chapter) of the QwnTtj; 



I ^ju » » < _ 1 l l Im! * 

* 


•Ji , S S 

jliy 


. ji ^ jS, 
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Altuwidu liUdlii mhbil 'flhmi u. 

Arralinulnir nihfnt. 

Mflliki ymiwtid din. 
lyyQka na'budu iva iyynka nasta *tn. 

Ihdma > firZtal mustaqlm . 
Strfltal JadliTna rfflWld 'alaihim , 
WdfWw/ iwu M 


Then say, quietly or loudly: 


All praise is lor Allah. the Lord of the 
Universe. 

The Most Merciful, the Most Rind. 
Master of the Day ol judgement. 
You alone we worship, from You 
alone we seek help. 

Guide us along the straight path. 

1 he path of those whom You have 
favoured, not of those who earned 
Your anger nor of those who went 
astray (or who are misguided). 


Amfti 

(O Allah accept our Prayer) 

The recitation of al-Fniilitih is a must in all prayers. 

6 Recite any other Sflrah or some verses from the Qur’dh. For example: 






-*Aj 


BismiUnhir rahm&nir rahlm 

In the name of Alllh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 






QmI himvMj/w ahad. 

Alltlhuf $amad. 

Lam yalid wahwt yntad. 
Walam ydfeitf fi/ni fcti/imflM ahad. 


Say, He is Allah, the One. 

Allah is Eternal and Absolute. 
None is born of Him nor is He born. 
And there is none like Him. 
(Saratul Utility 1 12J 
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: |p Bow down saying Allillnt Akbar, then place your hands on your knees and say 
three times: 

' <J.J o 

Suhhfina rabbiyal ‘ azhn 
Glory to my Lord, the Great 

This position is called Rukfl 1 ( 

8p Stand up from Rnka' saying: 

>' ' 

Sd/m' (filnhu linum hamidah 

Allah hears those who praise Him 

followed by; 

IdJ-idaC 

Rdhbani I lakal hawd 
Our Lord, praise be to You 

This is called I'tidnl as you return to the position of QiyUm (*1*3 ) (standing). 
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1 Prostrate saying Alltilm akbar % with 
your forehead, nose, palms of both 
hands, your knees and your toes 
touching the floor. Recite three times: 

Subhdna rabbi yal a ‘Id 
Glory to my Lord, the Highest 

l his position is called Sujnd. Your 
arms should not touch the floor, 
f E 1 ■ ( »et up from the floor saying Allalm 
(Mar and sit upright with your knees 
bent and palms placed on them. After a 
moments rest* prostrate again saying 
Aliilhu akbar and recite Subhdna rabbi yal 
a in three times. Get up from this 
position saying All aim akbar. 




* Htre ycb may say the du'Z f : 



RMigbJjr ll tmrhamni wahditil tva'ufytf uwzuqtil 
My Lord forgive me, have mercy upon me. guide me. give me health and grant me sustenance. 
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4 





This completes one rak'ah of ^aidh. The second rak'ah is performed in the same way, 
except you do not recite Stibhdtiaka , Wamwdh (A'fldlm hilldhi. . .) or Tasmiyah (Bismilldlt . . .), 
then aher the second prostration you sit upright and rente quietly at-Iashahhud: 

Ql ijilp OjCaMj ^ oLfyLjl 

. ^j>xilLaS\ .iUP j IxIIp aj lift 1 K+jy-jj 

H 4 , ^ ^ » » X - « ■'* **, . ^ ^ * * 

, AJl A^u % ft I a' <*i i V ^ o' 


/If-tf/n'ppJfM lilhihi 
waj $alatvdtu mu faiyibdt. 
As-saldmtt 4 alaika aiyuhan nabiyyu 
wa rahmatullahi wa barakdtuh. 
As-saldntu ‘aliWhl 
wa ‘alii ‘ibndillnhif sfllihln. 
Ash-kudu alld ildha illa/lil/tu 
m aslbhadtt atwa Muhammadan 
‘abduhu wa rasttluh. 


All compliments are for Allah, 
and prayers and goodness. 

Peace he upon you, O Prophet, 
;ind the Mercy ot .AJl^Ja and His blessings. 
Peace be upon us 

and on the righteous servants of Allah. 
I testify that there is no god except Allrth 
and 1 testify that Muhammad 
is His servant and messenger. 

(a l- Bukhdrl, Muslim) 


If the Salilh has three rak'ahs (Maghrib) or four rah" alb (/uhr t ‘Apr and 7$//<T), stand 
up for the remaining rak'ah after Tashahhud. But for a tw o-rak'ah $alflh remain seated 
after the second rak'ah and recite af-$alsh 'alan nahiyy (blessings for the Prophet) or 
Darttd (a Persian word): 



Allalnimma 
salli 'aid Muhammadiw 
wa 'aid dli Mtthammadin, 
kamd fdllaiid \ilii l India ma 
wa 'aid dli Ibrahim a, 
innaka h amldum majld t 
Allah tunma bdrik 'ala Muhammadiw 
wa 'aid ah Muhamnuidin, 
kamd bdrakta 1 aid I bra him a 
wa *ald dli Ibrdbhna, 
imiaka hamldum majld. 


O Allah, 

let Your blessings come on Muhammad 
and the family of Muhammad 
as You blessed Ibrahim 
and the family of Ibrahim. 

Truly You are Praiseworthy and Glorious. 
O Allah, bless Muhammad 
and the family of Muhammad 
as You blessed Ibrahim 
and the family of Ibrahim. 

Truly You are Praiseworthy and Glorious. 
(Muslim) 
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After this say any of the following du'a’s (supplications): 

% % \jg ut Lx -J\ Lii 

» t; > - " * . " , , * 

. d-ol J ^ 


/Itojj/mmw m/tf Lufmjm jitj/.sr 

wa In yaghfirudh dluwnba ilhl atria 
faghfir /r fnug/i/ira/ri» w/h ‘indika 
warluwni! 

innaka antal gluifflntr rahtm. 


O Allah. 1 have been very unjust to myself 
and no one grants panion for sins but You, 
so forgive me with Your forgiveness 
and have mercy on me. 

Surely You are the Forgiver, the Merciful. 
(dJ-BrfWfflrl, Mrt.vlfw) 


4 »> 


. *L-*o J-Jjj L Lj Jxji S ^ x ; 



Rabbi j'alnf tmujTmas saint i 
wa nun dhurriyyatJ, 
rabbanfi wa faejabba! du* J\ 

It wa liwdlidaiya 

wa lilmU tninlna yaiemu ytujfl j-iw/ hisflfi. 


My Lord, make me steadfast in $al3h 
and also my dependents; 
our Lord, and accept my prayer. 
Our Lord, forgive me and my parents 
and the believers on die l )ay of judgement. 
{Stlrah Ibrahim 14 : 40 - 41 ) 


\ 
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t 0 Now turn your face to the right saying: 

\ j * \ 


Assahlnm 'alaikum uvt n ihmalulldh 
peace anti the mercy of Allah he upon you 

and then to the left repeating the words. 


This completes the two -rak'ah $aldlt. In the four -rah'ah Saldh of Zulu, *A$y and 
l lshd\ the whole procedure is repeated except that when you get up to complete the 
remaining two rak‘ahs (one rah ‘ah in Maghrib and Witr) after Tashahhud , you only 
recite al-FStihah in Fard prayers and no other SQrah. In a four-rafrVifi Sunnah Sahib 
you should recite another Sdrah or some verses of the Qur'dn attei al-Tdtihah. 

In the first two rah 1 ah s of the Fard prayer of Faff, Maghrib and 7 slid' the Qur'dn is 
recited aloud while in Xn/ir and ‘A$r it is recited silently In all prayers, iasblii (Subhdna 
rahhiyal 'azlni and Subhdna rabbi yal a'ld), Tashahhud and Darttd are said quietly When 
die Fajr , Maghrib and 'Isluf prayers are said in congregation, onlv the„ jjndm (one who 
leads the prayer) recites the Qur'dn aloud. This also applies to \ Jumu'ah prayer 

(Friday prayer in place of /athr). 



* 

LT • 


It is good practice to ask for forgiveness and mercy from Allnh at the end of your 

Saldh . You can make dit'd' in your own 
words and in your own language hut it 

is better tor vou to memorise some 

/ 

du Ws in Arabic. 









Rahband dtirtd pddunyd has an ah, 
waftl J klu rati has an ah, 
u f a qind ‘adliflhantmr. 

Our Lord, grant us good in this world, 
and good in the Hereafter, 
and save us from the punishment of 
Hellfire, (SUratuI Baqarah 2:201) 
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•iy— 1 -' j? j t * -.^J > - yj a 'uJ yj£L3U Ujh L. 1 l^JkW 


Rahbanm zalamnfl anfusand 
wa illam taghfirlauti 
wa tarlnwwfl 

hwakfltnmna initial khttsirln. 


Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves 
and if You do not forgive us 
and have no mercy upon us, 
surely we will be among the losers, 
{SnratulA'rttf 7:23) 



AllSbtimtnn aulas salflmu 
tih j niinkas 
lahihukui 

ytidltal jalilli iivt / RriTni. 


O Allah. Yon are the source ol peace 
and from You comes peace, 
exalted You arc, 

O Lord oF Majesty and Honour. 
(Muslim) 


yA* 1 \j jlLlI Z t aJ )} ajj>- J Zi\ )j\ V 

U % < cipi U »£ V ^ 4 ^ ^ 

. jli-1 jiai b jtaij S' • < 



LiT i/<7/m ///d//fl/w 
In shartka laii, 

laliul mtlku wa laliul bamdu 
wa huwa 'aln knlli slun'in qadJr. 
Allnhumma In mBni‘a 
limn a 4 [ait, 

wa In mti'fiya limn mana*t, 
wa In yanfa'u dhaljaddi tuittkal ' jadd. 


T here is no god except Allnh 
and He is One and has no partner, 
sovereignty is His, all praise is His 
and He has power over all things. 

O Allah, none can stop You giving 
what You want to give, 
nor give what You do not want given, 
and none with means can do anything 
with their means against You. 
(al-Buk’lmri and Muslim) 


Salatul witr j j \ 1%^ 



The Witr (odd number) prayer has three rak‘ah $. The first two rajahs are said like the 
first two rak‘ahs of the Maghrib prayer. Then, after Tashahhud in the second mk ( ab 1 
stand up saying AUnhu akbar for the third rak'ah. Recite Suratul Fntiltah and some 
other verses from the Qur’nti but before going to RukW raise your hands up to the 
ears saying Allalui akbar and recite the following du‘i 7’ after placing your hands below 
your navel or on the chest, This du'n' is called aFQunfit: 
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wa qini sharra mil qadait, 
fa'innakd taqdl wa Id yaqdfl 'alaik, 
innahu Id yadhillu wan wdlait , 
tahflmkta rahband wa ta'fllait. 


and protect me from 
the evil You have decreed, 
tor verily You decree 
and none can decree over You, 
indeed to he whom You show 
allegiance is never abased, 

O Our Lord blessed and Exalted are You. 
(Abfi Dflwdd, at- TirmidltT, Ibn Mfljah) 


Mmmmm SajdatUS Sahw iproslration of foigelfulrtess) » ^ 

Since we are human beings, we are not above mistakes and errors, li we iorget to do 
something in our s Sdfa//, we can make up tor it by making two extra sujfld (prostrations) 
as we do in any rak 'ah o { Sal flit. I his ts called Sajdatus SaW.This is done at the end of 
the last rak 'ah of $alflh . What you have to do is; 

1 Say lashahhud (but not DaMif), then turn your face to the right and say Assalflmu 
1 alaikum wa raftntatullflh ; 

2 Turn your face to the front, make two extra snjfld (with I'ashfh ~ Snbhflna rabbiyal 
aid); 

3 Then recite 'lashahhud again with Darfld and dn'fl’; 

4 Then turn your face, first to the right and then to the left, saying Assalflmu 
'alaikum wa rahwatuHflh. 

A slightly different sequence is followed by uon-Hanaft Muslims: at the end of the 
last rak 'ah you say lashahhud and Darfld. Then turn your face to the right and say 
Assalflmu f alaikum wa rahmatulidihTiim your face to the front, make two extra sujUd 
(with lashfh - Suhliflna rabbiyal aid), Then turn your face, first to the right and then to 
the left, saying Assalflmu 'alaikum wa mhmattdlfliu 
Sajdatus Sahw is necessary if you forget to do any essentials of $<iiflh, for example, 
the recitation of parts of the Qur'an after al~ Ffltihah , forgetting to say the first Tashahlmd 
in a toi\r-mk‘ah §alflh, or saying sal dm after two rak'ahs in a fouT-rak'ah §alflh. 

Your Salflh will not be valid if you do any of the following: 


1 Miss out Niyyah (intention). 

2 Miss out Takbfratul lltrdm. 

3 Forget to recite al-Tfltiltah. 

4 Forget or do not make rukfl ‘ 
or sujtid. 


5 Do not face the Qiblah. 

6 Do not have IViuld'. 

7 Talk during §alfllh 

8 Eat or drink during $atflh. 

9 Do not sit for lashahhud. 


Under these circumstances, you must repeat your Salflh. Sajdatus Sahw will not be 
enough. 


58 


. ,%7- ' 1.1' >J <n.i' ' i , '!' ' A;;* -T- - l-'* s- /? , 

J ^4 * 0^3 (J?yj -J yJL**++*> 6 U> i /V^w I 

." jyX -j *£jj iijjg ij&ij 'jSi jii- 


’ .» *''>**'' ^ " " ^ \4i ^ * 5 " : - r * " u " ■ ^ i 

y^~yy *AA^x>^ ^ C^A«d ’^# ^ ^-w2i -'V a Av>«Ai — 3 \— >3 1 \ 


A//<J/»WWM fV/«c7 tfdSfrt^wfed 
wa nastaghfirukti 

wa Hu'minu hika wa natawakkalu 'ala ilia 
wa mutinf ‘ataikal khaira 
wa mshkumkd wa Id nakfurukti 
wa nakhla l u wa mtrnku 
man yafjuruk . 

Ailahimnna iyyilka na'budu 
wa laka nusaliJ wa nasjudu 
wa ilaika nas'fl wa nahfidu 
wa ttarjn rahmataka 
wa fiakhshfl 'adhulhika. 

Inna 'adlidhaka hil ktijjari mnlhuj. 


O Allah, we seek Your help 
and ask Your forgiveness 
and wc believe in You and trust in You, 
and we praise You in the best way 
and we diank You and we arc not ungrateful 
arid we cast off arid forsake 
him who disobeys You. 

O Allah, You alone wc worship 
and to You we pray and we prostrate, 
and to You we turn in haste, 
and hope for Your mercy 
and we fear Your punishment. 
Your punishment overtakes tire 
unbelievers. (at-Bailuvjf) 


Then say Allflhu akhar and bow down in Z<h’/kfl‘ and complete the rest of the prayer 
like the Maghrib prayer. 

The above d)Af is used by Muslims who follow Hatwji fiqh. Another rMTused by 
Muslims following other fiqh or madhhab is: 


'J)yj ‘ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ n- ^ > * ui ^ s* 

^^2 M sjXL> ^ C* j i <Jl 1 dij 1>JJ 4 y 

" . citf; &j c^6 « iiij j. -ji. 


/4to//Hn/>«rt/tdmf^iM<iK hadait f 

wa 'afinffimm ‘fi fait, 
wa tawalla ul tima u tawallait , 

wa bclrik If fund a'fait, 


O Allah, guide me 
with those You have guided, 
pardon me with those You have pardoned, 

be an ally to me 

# 

with those whom You are an ally to, 
bless me for what You have bestowed. 
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Qada' (*Cd: making up for missed Salah 


We must always try to otter $al<lh at the right time and make every effort not to miss 
our If you miss your you must do it at the first opportunity Performing 

a missed Salilh after its proper time is called Qadti\ 



Siiljml Junta *ah or Friday Prayer (not Jumma or Junta, as some Muslims incorrectly 
say) is offered in congregation. All adult Muslim men must take part. It is offered on 
Friday during Zuhr time. It is not a must tor women, but they can join this prayer it it 
does not upset their household duties. 

People assemble for this Saldh immediately after noon. Upon arrival at the mosque 
or the prayer hall, they offer four or more rak'ahs Stnmub prayer and then the Itiulw 
(prayer leader) delivers a Khuihtih (sermon) After the Khufhah „ the ImSm leads two 
rah'ahs Fan! prayer. After the luml prayer, six or more wk'ahs of Sunmih and Natl 
prayers are offered individually by each person. 

Muslims are a community. Saldtul jumu'ah is a community prayer. Every week, on 
Friday, Muslims living in an area get together to oiler this prayer. This day is likened 
to a weekly *Id (festival) for Muslims, 

Mosques were the centre of all Islamic activity during our Prophets ££ time, but 
this is not so nowadays. 

Friday prayei is an occasion lor the assembly of Muslims in any given area It gives 
them an opportunity to meet, discuss and solve their community problems. It develops 
unity, cooperation, cohesion and understanding. 

In an Islamic state, the Head of State 01 his representative or the local leader is 
supposed to lead the five daily prayers and the Friday prayer at the central mosque of 
the capital city or the central mosque of the locality. Prophet Muhammad the first 

head of the Islamic state in Madia ah, used to lead all the prayers in al-Masjidtm NabauV. 

How nice it would be to live in a country where the Head of State or Ins representative 
or the local leader leads the prayer in the central mosque of the capital city' or of the area! 
May Allah help us to revive this practice in all Muslim countries. Amw! 



We have already briefly mentioned death and §aldtnljandzah. We shall all die. When 
a Muslim dies, the body is given a simple ritual wash and then a funeral prayer called 
$al(Vul JanSzah is offered in congregation. This §a!dlh unlike other $aldh, has neither 
any rukd * (bowing) nor any sujnd (prostration) and you don't have to recite Ihshahlnul. 

It is a collective duty (Varda Kifdyah) on all the Muslims of the locality of the dead 
person. If a number of them join in, the duty is discharged on behalf of all. If no one 
joins in everyone of the locality will be considered sinful before Allah. This is how 
the prayer is offered: 
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1 Make Niyyah (intention) that you are saying this prayer to Allah for the dead person. 

2 Stand in rows facing the Qiblah. The coffin is placed in front of the congregation 
on u bier. 

3 Say Allnhn akhar after the Imam (this is Takbimul Ihrflm: there are three more 
takbnnt after this), raising your hands up to your ears. Then lower them, placing them 
on or below your chest, putting the right hand on the left, and recite the following: 

v q c - N 

^ + J, ^ ^ ^ 4 •, ^ ^ ^ ^ V ^ * ? 


SiibhtlmkalMiiwvna wa bihamdika 
wa tabflrakasmuka 
wa tablet jadduka 
wa jalla thand’uka 
wa la ilaha ghairuk 
for you may read ghairuka). 


0 Allah, glory and praise are for You, 
and blessed is Your Name, 
and exalted isYoui Majesty, 
and Glorious is Your Praise 
and there is no god but You. 


(Some Muslims riot following Hanafi Jiqh recite $Qratul Rltihah instead of the above) 

4 Now the Inutm will say Alllhu akhar loudly; you follow him repeating the words 
quietly. There is no need to raise your 1 lands up to your ears this rime. Then, recite Dmild. 


5 After this, the third takblr will be said loudly by the Itttfw and those in the 
congregation will repeat it quietly.Then, if the dead person is an adult male Muslim, 
recite the following dit ‘<7 



All tlh uni magh fi r l ihaiyinfl 
wa tmiyitim 7 

wa shiihidiiicl wa gltfl'ibinil 
wa $aghlYin?l wa kablrinz 
wa dhakariM wa unthtlna, 
AUflhumma 
man ahyaitahu mi mi a 
fa 'ahyihi ' alaf islttmi 
wa man tamffaitahu mitiM 

fatawaffahn ' alal Jmfin. 


O Allah, forgive tliose of us who are alive 
and those who have passed away, 
those present and those absent, 
and our young and elderly, 
the males and the females. 

O Allah, 

he whom You keep alive from among us, 
make him live according to Islam, 
and he whom You wish to die from 
among us, 

let him die in the state of Im3n (faith). 
( at- T irm idhf, A bn Dfiwtld) 
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If the dead person is an adult female Muslim, then the second part ol this du ‘a' is 
replaced by: 

t \ v., r sqii> Uii ^ ^ * & - 



V v 

«i 


Allahumma 
man ahyaitaha Minna 
fa'ahyiha *alal isldtni, 
wa man tawaffaitaha mimift 


fatawaffaha ‘ala l Tman. 

If the deceased is a boy, then recite the following: 


O Allah, 

she whom You keep alive from among us, 
make her live according to Islnm, 
and she whom You wish to die from 
among ns, 

let her die in the state ot Whin, 




4 \M > 


>* 




AllShummaj'alhu Ian a fciratan 
waj*alhu land ajran wa dhuklmw 
waj'alhu land shaft ‘an 
wa mushaffa 'a. 


C) Allah, make him our forerunner 
and make him for us a reward and a treasure 
and make him one who will plead for us 
and accept his pleading. 


If the deceased is a girl, then recite the following: 

v * s 


' ••• 


Allahummaj ‘ alha land jarafan 
waj ‘alha land ajran wa dhuklmw 
waj ‘alha land shaft ‘a tan 
wa mushaffa 'ah. 


O Allah, make her our forerunner 
and make her for as a reward and a treasure 
and make her one who wall plead for us 
and accept her pleading. 


6 After reciting whichever du*3' is appropriate for the dead person, the Imfim says 
the fourth takblr loudly and those in the congregation repeat it quietly 

7 Then the Imam turns his face first to the right saying Assahlffm ‘ alaikim wa 
rahmatullilh, and then to the left repeating the same words. Follow the Imam, repeating 
the words quietly. 

This completes $alatul Jandzah. 
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nmmmmmmmrnBNM Wfl 3 t did VOU lc3fTl? (2d) ■>»■■■■ 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . Name the five basic duties of Islam and explain why they are so important in the 
life of a Muslim. 

2. Write out the declaration of faith. 

3. Name the five daily prayers, and explain the reason behind their spacing? 

4. What does hard mean? Add up how many hard rak’ahs there are in the five daily 
prayers? 

5. What is Jahilrah ? 

6. What are the times in which we should not pray? 

7. Write the meanings of: 

a. Qihlah b. Qiyflm c. Ruktt* d. Snjnd 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1 . “ Islam is based on five things:.. . ” Read the Hadlth stated on page 40 about the five 
pillars of Islam, and explain how they are intended to transform a Muslims life. 

2. 11 performing regular §alflh does not affect our lives, there must be something 
wrong in our awareness of Allah. Why? Explain in detail. 

Key Stage 5 (17—18) 

1 . l, Our $al(lh is the first thing we will be asked about when we die and stand before Allah. " 
Explain the significance of this statement in relation to the benefits of $ahlh. 

2. Making Ntyyah (intention) is vital at the start of Why is a Niyyah so 
important in every action of a Muslim? 
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what did you leam? ( 2 b) 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Write (lie names of the five daily prayers with their timings. 

2. What should you recite after you finish your J I Wfl ? W rite its meaning in English. 

3. W r hen does IVudfl ' need to be done again? 

4. Why is jahiirah important in the life of a Muslim? 

5. What is Tayatmmim, and why would 3 Muslim do this' 

6. Write the meaning of: 

a. Bismilhlhir rahtnilnir rahltn. 

b. A ‘Odlm billilhi minash shaiffluir rajltn. 

what did you leam? (2c) 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . What is the meaning of I as bill which is recited in Ritkn ? 

2. What do we recite in Sujtid? 

3. What is Sajdatus Sahw? (Jive two examples of instances when Sajdatus Sabw 
could be done. 

4. Ciive four examples of things which invalidate your $alilh. 

5. What is the importance of $alfltul Jumu'ah? 

6. When are you not allowed to say your §alilh? 

7. What is $ahttul Jatiftzah? When would you be guilty if you did not join it 5 
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Eleven Surahs of the Qur'an 

r / f j* ^ -a ✓ 

V *\ l * ** * :* • 

j y 1 ' (j 4 6 j 




1 Suratul Fatihah (1) 


v y < 





1*11 & j^\ 

jj\ yy o\L^ 

j iVlj' 

•* 5 -> , ♦» % 


Ls \ \ Ujj^l 

yUs 1 % ^ sS^i 






^ > 




Bhmillnltir nihmSnir whim. 

Alhiumlu I ill ill u rabbi l 'Hlamln. 

A rrahmiUur rahfm. 

Mflliki yawmid din. 
lyyilka na‘budit n« iyyska nasta*In. 

Ihdiitas firiltai musutqlm. 

Siratal ladhtna aii*amta 'alaihitu, ghairil wa^lhlnbi * alailum wa lad dilllui . 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

All praise is for Allah, the Lord of the Universe. 

The Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Master of the Day of Judgement. 

You alone we worship, from You alone we seek help. 

Guide us along the straight path. 

The path of those whom You have favoured, not of those who ear ned Your anger 
nor of those who went astray (or who are misguided). 
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2 Sfiratun NSs (114) 


yf \Jj l is j 


* Jr j 




rtrW 


y* J* *jfW' J® 

. j-ID1j GjsCI jV* . J*\1M j _j "3 j* y* y, ^jjil . 

" y Sr - - v 

Bismillflhir mlwifinir rain in. 

Qul a'ftdhu bimbbin tins, 

Malikin mis , 
llahin n3$> 

Min sharril waswJsil kkannms, 

Aliadhl yuwaswisu ji fudftrut mis, 

Mina! jirmati wan nils. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Say, 1 seek refuge in the Lord of mankind, 
the King of mankind, 
the Ciod of mankind, 

from the mischief of the sneaking whisperer (who whispers secretly), 
who whispers into the hearts of mankind, 

from among Jinn and mankind. ^ f 

\ Sfiratul Falaq (113) , *lua51 i ) v 
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Bismillzhir mhmdtiir rahlm. 

Qul a ‘Rdhu bimhhil falaq, 

Min sharri mil khalaq, 

Wa min sharri ghztsiqin idhd waqah , 

ILfr min sharrin najfuthfiti jil ‘uqad, 

Wa min sharri lulsiditi idhi J has ad. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Say, 1 seek refuge in the Lord of the Daybreak, 
from the evil of what He has created, 
and from the evil of the darkness when it is intense, 
and from the evil of those who blow on knots (practise witchcraft), 
and from the evil of the envier when he envies. 
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4 Sflratul Iklilas (112) 





Bismitlahir rahmflnir whim, 

Qul huwallfthu ahad. 

All'lhus samad. 

Ixtm yalid wa lam yfllad. 

Wa lam yakul lahn kufuwan ahad. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Say, He is Allah, the One. 

Allah is Eternal and Absolute (lives forever and is above all needs). 
None is born of Him nor is He born. 


Bismilldhir rahnulmr rahlm. 

Tabbat yada abf la hahin watabb. 

Mil aghnZ ' atihu mllluhfl wa m3 kasab. 

Sayaffa tifirati d hilt a lahab , 

Wamra’atiihf] hatiwnllatal ha tab, 

Fi jtdihn hdhlum mim masad. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
May the hands of Abn Lahab perish — doomed he is. 
His wealth and his gains shall not help him. 

He shall enter a blazing fire, 
and his wife, the carrier of firewood, 
shall have a rope of palm fibre around her neck. 


And there is none like Him. 


5 Sflratul Lahab (111) 
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6 SQratun Nasr (110) 
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Bismillahir rahmdmr rahfm. 


1 


Idha jd’a nasrulldhi wal fath. 

Wa ra’aitan n3sa yadkkuifhia jl dlniililhi afw&jB. 

Fasabbih bihamdi rabbika wattaghjirh, 

Imiahfi kdna tauni&btl. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

When the help of Allah comes and the conquest, 
and you see the people accepting the religion of Allah in large numbers, 
then glority the praises of your I ord, and seek His forgiveness. 

He is ever ready to torgive. 


SOratul KafirOn (109) 
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BismilLlhir rahmdmr whim. 

Qul yd’aiytthal left fir fin, 

Ul a ‘budu m3 ta ‘budttn, wa In antum *3 bjdtina mil a 1md t 
Wa Id ana ‘ilbidim m3 * abattum , wa Id antum f 3bid(lna m3 a 'bud, 
Lakum dlnukum wa tiya din. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
Say: O unbelievers! 

I do not worship what you worship, 
and you do not worship what I worship. 

Nor will 1 worship what you worship, 
and you will not worship what I worship. 

You have your own religion and I have mine. 
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8 Sflratul Kawihar (108) 




Rismilldhir ralrwdnir j xiljjm. 

Irmd a '{iiwdkal kawtlmr. 

Fasalli lirabbikct wanhar. 
hum sliZm'aka kumi I ahfar. 

In the name of Alinh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
Indeed we have given you the Kawthar (Fountain of Abundance). 
So pray to your Lord and make sacrifice. 

Surely your hater is the one cut off (i.e. without an heir). 


BismiUdhir rubniduir rahlm. 

Am'aital hnlliT yuhuHidhibu bitldtn. 

Fadhulifiiil ladhl yddn‘-‘ul yntTiM. 

Wa Id yahuddu ‘ aid fct 'Until tnisklu. 

Fawailul HI musalhn. 

Alladhfna hum \ an saidtiitim sdhfln. 

Alladhlua hum yurd'nv. 

Wa yamua ‘final md i lu. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
Have you seen him who denies the religion (the judgement)? 
It is he who (harshly) pushes aside the orphan, 
and does not urge others to feed the poor and the needy. 
Woe to those who do their §alsh 
but are forgetful of their $alah, 
who show off 

but refuse to give even the smallest help to others. 


9 Sflratul Ma‘fln (107) 
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10 Sfirah Quraish (106) 




Bismillflhir rahnnltiir rahftn. 

Li fiilfi quraish. 

Iltifihim rihlatash shita 7 im^saif 


Falyiiinulfl rabba hddhal ban. 

Alladhf a\ 'am a hum mm jn'iti wa fiitianafumt min khawf. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

For the tradition of the Quraish; 
their tradition of travelling in winter and summer. 

So they should worship t he I ord of t his house, 

Who has fed them and protected them from hunger, and made them safe from fear. 


Bismillilhir mhtmltnr rahlm. 

Alarn tarn kaifa fa 'ala rabbuka hi aslnlbil fll. 

Alam yaj'al kaidahum J) tad III, 

Wa arsala ‘ alaihim f airan abfibfl. 

Tannlhim bihijfimtim min sijjil. 

FajiLalahum ka‘a$fim ma’kfll. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the people of the elephant? 
Did He not make their schemes to be nothing, 
and send against them flocks of birds, 
which pelted them with stones of hard-baked clay? 

Thus he made them like eaten straw. 


11 Suratul Fll (105) 
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$altlh is the most important of the five basic duties of Islam after Shahildah.'Wv come 
closer to Allah by performing it correctly, regularly and with full awareness of its 
significance and meaning. At this stage, refresh your memory about the purpose of 
our creation and the need for performing Islamic duties, Allnh has created us to 
worship Him. He says in the Qur'an: “indeed 1 created Jinn and human beings for no 
other purpose hut to worship Me, ” (Sfiratudh Dhariyflt 51 :56) So, whatever duty we carry 
out, we must bear in mind that we are doing it for the sake of Allnh Only then can we 
expect to gain the desired benefits of the performance of $ahih. 

The lessons of $aldh are: 

/. If brings men and women closer to Allah. 

2 . fr keeps human beings away from indecent, shameful and forbidden activities. (Sflwttd 
f Ankabut 29:45) 

3. It is a training programme designed to control evil desires and passions. 

4. It purifies the heart , develops the mind and comforts the soul. 

5. It is a constant reminder of Allnh and His greatness. 

6. It develops discipline ami willpower. 

7. It is a guide to the most upright way of life. 

X. It is a proof of true equality ; solid unif y and universal brotherhood. 

9. It is the source of patience, courage, hope and confidence , 

10. It is a means of cleanliness, purity and punctualit y. 

It. It develops gratitude, limiu/ity and refinement. 

12. It is the demonstration of our obedience to our Creator. 

13. It is a programme which prepares us to match our actions with out words. 

1 4. It is the solid programme of preparing oneself for jihad — striving one's utmost to please 

AIM. 

If our §alflh does not improve our conduct we must think seriously about where 
we are going wrong. 

Zakah 

Zakdh (welfare contribution) is the third pillar of Islam. The Arabic word Zaknh 
means “to purify or cleanse”. Zakah is to be paid once a year on savings at the rate of 
two and a half per cent. This rate applies to cash, bank savings and gold and silver 
jewellery. The rate for cattle and agricultural produce is different. 

Payment of Zakah is a means of keeping our wealth clear of greed and selfishness. 
It also encourages us to be honest in our earnings and expenditure. 

Zaktlh is a compulsory payment and is neither charity nor a tax. Charity is optional 
and taxes can be used by the state for any purpose, but Zakah has to be spent under 
fixed headings like helping the poor, the needy, payment of salaries to its collectors. 
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Nisab and Rate of ZakSh 

Wealth on which 
y.rfkilh is payable 

Amount which 
determines the 
payment of Zaknh 
{Nitfb} 

Kate of ZdJitf/i 

1 . Agricultural produce 

5 Awsuq (also Awflq, 
653 kg) per harvest* 

5% in case of irrigated land; 10% of 
produce from rain-fed land 

2 Gold, silver, 
ornaments of gold and 
silver 

85 grams of gold or 
595 grams of silver* 

2.5% ot value 

3. Cash in hand or at 
the hank 

Value of 595 grams ot 
silver* 

2.5% of amount 

*4. Merchandise 

Value of 595 grams of 
silver* 

2 5% of value of goods 

5. Cows and buffaloes 

30 in number 

For every 30, one 1 -year-old; tor every 
40, one 2 -year-old. 

(>. Goats and sheep 

40 in number 

One for the first 40; two for 120; three foi 
3(40; one more for every 100. 

7. Produce of mines 

Any quantities 

20% of value ot produce 

8 C 'am els 

5 in number 

a) up to 24, one sheep or goat tor each 
five camels 

b) 25-35, one 1 -year-old she-camel 

c) 36-45, one 2-year-old she-camel 

d) 46-60, one 3-vear-old she-camel 

e) 61-75, one 4-year-old she-camel 

f) 76-90, two 2-year-old she-camels 

g) 91-120, two 3-year-old she camels 

h) 121 or more, one 2-vear-old she-camel 
for each additional 40, or one 3-year-old 
she-canic! for each additional 50 

* Fiqkuz Zaknh — Yosuf al-Qanuj3w!, vol. 1, pages 360,372-373 (Beirut, 1977). 
English translation by Monzer Kahf, pages 232-236 (London, 1999). 
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to free captives and debtors, for travellers in need, to win over hearts of new converts 
and for the cause of Allah (9:60). 

Zaknh is an act of 'Ibndah. 'Unldah is an Arabic term which means worship and 
obedience. It includes all those activities which Allah approves and these should be 
done for Allah's sake. We pay Zakah to gain Allahs favour. 

Zakah provides us with the opportunity of sharing our excess wealth with those less 
fortunate than ourselves. In fact, we and our wealth belong to Allah. He is the real owner 
and we are merely the trustees of His wealth. We do our duty as trustees if we pay Zakilh 
as an obligatory part of ibttdah The words Zakilh and $adaqah are used interchangeably 
in the Qur'an. 

We learned earlier that Islam is a complete code of life which includes, among 
other things, the economic side of life. Islam has its own economic principles. Zakflh 
is one of the basic principles of the Islamic economy, based on social welfare and the 
fair distribution of wealth. In addition to the compulsory payment of ZakjJi, Muslims 
are encouraged to make voluntary contributions to help the poor and needy, and for 
other social welfare purposes.This voluntary contribution is called §adaqah (charity). 

1 hrough the payment of Zad’j/i, the rich sham their wealth with the poor and thus the 
process of concentration of wealth is checked and a fair distribution of wealth is ensured. 
The categories for the use of Zaknh are mentioned in the Qur'an (Snratut lliuMi 9:60). 

Sawm 

Sin cm (fasting), the fourth basic duty of Islam, is another act of 'Ibtidah, All adult 
Muslims must fast from dawn to sunset everv dav of Ramadan, the ninth month of 

4 4 ■ [ 

the Islamic calendar/! his means abstaining from eating, drinking and conjugal relations 
during the hours of fasting. Travellers and the sick can defer fasting during Ramadan 
and make up for it later. 

s S dwm develops self-control and helps us to overcome selfishness, greed, laziness 
and other faults. It ts an annual training programme to refresh us for doing our duties 
for Allah, our Creator and Sustained $aumt enables us to experience the pangs of 
hunger and thirst. We feel for ourselves what it is like to be hungry. We can begin to 
appreciate what it must be like for the poor and the unfortunate — the millions 
who go hungry every day. Fasting develops self-control, and teaches us not to think 
just about comfort. It also helps us to restrain our sexual passions. We must learn to 
control our appetite for food, love of comfort and sexual desires if we would like to 
be true servants of Allah. 

helps us to remain truly obedient to Allah’s commands. That is why the Qurtfif 
says: u O yen who bedim', fasting is prescribed for you as it uw prescribed for those before you that 
you are expected to be truly obedient. ”(2:183) A truly obedient Muslim is called a muttaq f (a 
person with taqwU) and his true obedience or piety — developed through $amn — is 
known as taqufi in Islam. 7 hqufl keeps a person away from sins and vices. 
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Ramadan is a month of Allah’s blessings (barakah), mercy (rahniah) forgiveness 
(maghfirah). It helps us to escape from the punishment of I Jell in the life after death. 

Fasting is only for Allah’s sake and he will give delightful and attractive rewards tor 
this in the life after death. 

l'hc following acts will break the fast if they occur during the fasting hours: 

a. Deliberate eating or drinking, 

b. Anything entering the body through the nose or mouth; this includes smoking 
or sniffing any powdered substance. 

c. Having any conjugal relations (sex between husband and wife). 

An injection in the muscle is allowed during tasting but not a nutritional injection. 
Unintentional eating or drinking due to forgetfulness or rinsing out the mouth or 
bathing and putting drops in the eye do not make the fast invalid. 

A Muslim is expected to keep away from ail bad actions during his fast. He should 
not tell a lie, break a promise or do any deceitful act, unbefitting of a Muslim. 

1 he very purpose of fasting is to enable a Muslim to control his passions, so that 
he becomes a person of good deeds and intentions. Anger — a common human 
weakness — can also be brought under control bv tasting 
In addition to the compulsory fasting m Ramadan, a Muslim may fast during other 
times of the year. These fasts are treated as Sunnah. 

Women are exempted from tasting during menstruation or post childbirth bleeding. 
They are required to make up the days lost during this period at some other time of 
the year. A Muslim must not fast: 

a. On the day of I did Fitr. 

b. On the day of ‘IdulAdlul. 

The Qur'an was first revealed in the month of Ramadan. T here is a night in the 
month which is “better than a thousand months’* (97:3). This night is called Lulatul 
Qadr (Night of Power). According to Haduh . this night occurs during the last ten 
days of Ramadan (most probably the odd-numbered nights). It is a night of great 
importance; we should worship as much as we can on this night. 

An additional prayer known as Tartiutih (20 rak 'alls or 8 rak'ahs) is offered during 
Ramadan after ‘hha*. This is a sunnah prayer in which efforts are made to recite as 
much of the Quran as possible. In many mosques, the whole Qur'an is recited in 
Taraurth prayer. T his prayer is generally offered in congregation. Those who cannot 
join a congregation should offer TarHwfh at home. A pre dawn meal known as Sahur 
is taken in Ramadan. 

At the end of Ramadan Muslims celebrate 7< did Fijr ,a day of thanksgiving and happiness. 
It is one of the happy and joyful occasions for the Muslim community. On this day, 
Muslims offer special prayers in congregation and thank Allah for His blessings and 
mercy. 
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Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam. It is a visit to al-Ka%tk % the house of Allah in Makkah, 
once in a lifetime by those Muslims who can afford and are physically fit to make the 
journey. It is performed during the period 8-13 Dhul Hijjah, the twelfth month of 
the Islamic calendar (3:97; 22:27-30; 3:197). 

AUKd'lhili,dko known as Baitullnh (<0il £.i*i>)(House of Allah), is a cube-like one- 
storey building which was built originally by Prophet Ilmlhlni (Abraham) and his son 
Istnft'Tl (Ishmael). It is the first house ever built for the sole purpose of the worship of 
Allah (3:96). Allah has blessed aI-Ka*bah. Muslims from all over the world come here 
every year. 

The occasion may rightly be called the Annual International Muslim Assembly. During 
Hajj , Islamic brotherhood becomes particularly apparent and can be experienced in 
a special way by everyone who takes part. Barriers of language, territory, colour and 
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race disappear and the bond of faith is uppermost. Everyone has the same status in 
the House of Allah the status of His servant. 

Hajj has a number of important rituals associated with it, including: 


1. Putting on fyrdm (2:200), t ' 

2. Goitw around al-Ka'bah seven times (2:200), called Tawaf 

f t ^ 

3. A fast walk between a$-§afe and al-Manvah near al-Ka f bah (2: 158). ( Sa'ee - 

4. Visiting and staying at Mina, ‘ Arafat and Muzdalifah (2:198). jf)\) 

1'hrowing pebbles at three fixed places in Mm3 (2:200)\j^ 

Shaving or trimming hair (2:200; 48:27}. ■ ^ii) 

Sacrifice of an annual (2: 196, 200). 

At the time of Hajj , while approaching Makkah, a pilgrim must put on Ihrilm 
before reaching a point called Mlq3t (station). For men. Hi ram consists of two sheets 
of unsewn white cloth. This is the very simple form of dress a pilgrim must wear in 
place of his normal everyday clothes. For a woman, Ihriltn is her ordinary normal 


y t 

6 . 

“T 

/ , 


dress. 


I his change is very significant. It reminds the pilgrim of his position in relation to 
Allah. He is a humble servant of his Creator. It also reminds him that after death he 
will be wrapped in white sheets and his favourite or expensive clothes will be left 
behind. The humility, simplicity and commonality become evident 

When putting on Ihrilni, pilgrims express their intention (Niyyah) by saying: ‘T 
intend to put on Ihnlm for Hajj'' 

There are then some restrictions on the pilgrim while in the state of Hiram. He or 
she must not: 


a . i or perfume 

b. kill or harm animals , even insects 

c. break or uproot plants 

d. hunt 

e . marry or take part in a wedding 

f. do anything dishonest or arrogant 

g. carry arms 

h. cover the head (males) 

i. cover the face (females) 

j. wear shoes coming ankles 

k. cut hair or clip nails 

l. have conjugal relations 


to help forget enjoyment of ordinary 
daily life 

to feel that everything belongs to 

AM 

to kid one's urge for aggression and 
feel a love for nature 
to develop mercy 

to forget normal life and think of 
the Creator 

to behave like a servant of AM 

to give up aggressive attitudes 

to express humbleness 

to feel a pure atmosphere 

to express simplicity 

to express non-interference with 

nature 

to forget worldly pleasure 
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All these restrictions make a pilgrim think of Allah and his ultimate goal in life — 

success in the life after death — and nothing else. While in Ihrdm the pilgrim recites 

Talbiyah (kJL')as follows: 

*■ * 

daii 'J ai.vi- ^ jcli <aii s Jii 'ali 

.• * ’V ,• • ♦« » ® » 

✓ T 

'J Si t 'j&\j A uaij jU-\ y, 

Labbaikalldhumma labbaik , labbaika Id shatka laka labbaik, 
innal hamda wan ni'mata Lika wal mulk, Id sharfka lak . 

Here 1 am O Lord, here 1 am, here I am, You have no partner, here I am, 
surely praise, blessings and the kingdom are for You, You have no partner. 

One of the important things pilgrims do is to drink from the well of Zamzanu 
located to the south of al-Ka‘bah. Hdjar (H agar), the mother of Prophet km a 7/ (Prophet 
Ibrdhlms eldest son), discovered the well as she ran between a$-$afd and akManaah, 
desperately searching for water for baby lsmd‘tl. 

Hajj has in it all the lessons of $aldh, Zakdh and Sawm. Do you remember why we 
offer §aldh, pay Zakdh and fast? We offer §aldh to remember Allnh, pay Zakdh to 
please Him and fast only for His sake. During $aldh we present ourselves to Allah 
five times a day, but during Hajj we have to think of Allah all the time. At the time of 
s S aldh, we face towards al~Ka*bah , but during Hajj we go there in person. Zakdh 
teaches us to pay part of our savings for welfare and other good causes for Allah s sake, but 
during Hajj we sacrifice much more of our money for the pleasure of Allnh. 

Muslims from all parts of the world who are able and can afford, also perform a 
lesser pilgrimage called ' Umrah (2:1 58). It can be performed at any time of the year. 
For f Umrah , a person has to put on Ihrdm and do rituals 1 , 2, 3 and 6 only (see page 79), 
§awm teaches us to control ourselves during daylight hours from eating, drinking 
or smoking or having conjugal relations. But in the state of Ihrdm there are many 
more restrictions, (Eating and drinking are not prohibited in the state of Ihrdm though.) 

What do we learn from all these exercises during Hajj? We learn that we belong to 
Allnh, we will return to Him and we must do as He commands us. If we do, we will 
surely be successful in this life and enjoy an everlasting bliss in the Akhirah. 


jihad ^ MV 

Jihdd is the use of all our energies and resources to establish the Islamic system of life, 
in order to gain Allah’s favour Jihdd is an Arabic word which means to try ones utmost. 
It is a continuous process. In its first phase a Muslim learns to control his own 
passions and intentions. We need to strive hard to achieve this. Phis is Jihdd within 
ourselves and is the basis for the comprehensive Jihdd which is concerned with 
establishing Ma ‘rdf (right) and removing Munkar (evil) from our lives and from society 
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m which we live. It demands the use of all our material and mental resources. 
Eventually when the need arises, we even have to give our life for Allah's sake. 

The aim of Jihad is to seek the pleasure of Allah. This must not be forgotten 
because this purpose is the basis of all Islamic endeavours. 

Earlier, we learned about the basic duties of Shahadah, $alah, Zakah, $auwi and 
/ lajj. All these duties teach us how to obey Allah and gain l lis favour so that we pass 
the test on the Day of Judgement and receive the reward of entering Paradise the 
place of permanent happiness Joy and peace. 

Regular and conscious performance of the four basic duties should prepare and 
motivate us to live and die for the cause of Islam, which we believe to be the only 
sure way to success in this life and in the hereafter. In other words, all Islamic duties 
should prepare us to engage in Jihad. Jihad is the end result ot our efforts in $alah, 
Zakah, Sawm and Hajj. We cannot think of Islam without jihad. 

We would like to see truth prevail and falsehood vanish, but we arc aware that this 
cannot happen on its own; we have to do our utmost to achieve it. The performance 
of other Islamic duties will be meaningless if they do not motivate us to engage in 
Jihad . 

I he method of Jihad is the one practised by Prophet Muhammad &&. His life is the 
perfect example for us and we will learn about it later. 

Our duty as Muslims is to practise Allah’s commands and to urge others to do the 
same. This duty has been given to us by Allah in \ lis own words in the Qur’an: 

‘You arc the best Ummah (community); yon have been raised for mankind so that you 
command what is right and forbid what is evil, and believe m Allah . ” (3: 1 10) 

We should ask others to be obedient to Allah in a persuasive and convincing way. 
Our own lifestyle will count for much here. It is most important that we try hard to 
practise what we say. Allah does not like those who say something but do something 
different. ! he Qur an says: ‘IVhy do you ask of others the right conduct and you yourselves 
forget ?" (2:44) In another place in the Qur’an, Allah says, “O you who believe! Why do 
you say that which you do not do? It is most hateful to Allah that you say that which you do 
not. ” (61:2-3) 

These verses clearly direct us to compare our own deeds with our words. To 
achieve this, we must do good ourselves and also urge others to do the same. This 
will enable us to remove our weaknesses and deficiencies. None of us is perfect, but 
our imperfections will gradually decrease if we do our very best to pursue our duty 
of Jihad for Allah’s sake only. 


1 ? 


what did you learn? (2d) 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What does the word Zaksh mean, and how often should it be paid? 

2. What is the rate of Zakih on your cash savings? 

3. What are the times during which we fast in RanuufUn? 

4. Why is lAiilatul Qodr such an important night? 

5. Write a letter telling a non- Muslim friend about 7r/n/ /*V/r. 

6. What is the Hajj and what is it intended to teach us? 

Key Stage 4 (15-46) 

1. What lesson do sve learn from the payment of Zakilh? 

2. Which people are helped by our giving Zdknlt? 

3. What does develop in us and how is it a training programme? 

4. What actions make our fasting invalid? 

5. Hajj is called the Annual International Muslim Assembly. Explain why, discussing 
the whole concept ot Islamic Brotherhood (and Sisterhood). 

6. Does the phrase Holy War' correctly explain the full meaning of Jihad? Give 
examples to explain your answer. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Explain the importance of Z<\knh in the context of social welfare in an Islamic 
society. 

2. What are the moral and social lessons of $tiuw ? Give examples of how this 
month of training should improve our conduct for the rest of the year. 

3. What is the significance of putting on ihram during Hay? 

4. “Living as a Muslim in a noth Muslim society can be described as Jihad. ” Explain this 
statement with practical examples from your own experiences 
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The Life of Muhammad M 


3 



Muhammad 


Introduction 

“Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah, you have for you an excellent model (usumtun hasanah), 
(or all who hope (to meet) Allah and the Last Day and remember Allah ver} ; much , ” (33:21) 
“We sent you (Muhammad) not hut as a mercy for the Universe, ”(21:1 07) 

‘7 le it is who has sent His Messenger with the guidance and the religion of truth , that He may 
make it victorious over all religions , however much idolaters may hate it,” (61:9) 

S o far you have been learning the basics of Islam. Now it is time to learn about 
our great and dear Prophet, Muhammad fijr. It is through Muhammad that 
Allah has completed the Islamic way of life. 

No other person in the history of mankind has left so great an impact on the life 
of his followers as Muhammad the last and final messenger of Allah. His life is the 
best example (uswatun hasanah) for us to follow. He has shown us how to obey Allah, 
the Lord of the Universe and live as a true muslnn. Allah savs in the QnrTln; 

‘\Stiy (() Muhammad), if you love Allah, follow me; Allah will love you and forgive your 
sins, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. ” (3:31) 

It means that Allah will be pleased with us only if we practise Islam as practised by 
Muhammad He has been described in the Qur'an as “a mercy for the universe 
(rahmatul HI Iambi)" (21:107). 

Muhammad's duty, according to the Qur'an, was to make Islam prevail over all 
other systems of life (61:9, 48:28, 9:33). In other words, you can say that Muhammad's 
duty as the final messenger of Allah was to establish the truth and remove falsehood 
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from the society in which he lived. As Muslims, we must also work towards the 
establishment of the supremacy of Allah's Law and the removal of evil from the 
society in which we live. This is Jihad, which he left for us as his legacy 
T he difference between Muhammad 0 and us is that he received guidance direct from 
Allah through revelation (Wahl), but we have not. He was the final messenger of Allah . 
Muhammad was not only a messenger but a human being as well. He was not a super- 
human being, but a mortal man (18:110; 33:40). Yet he had extraordinary qualities that 
distinguished him as the very best human being in the whole history’ of mankind, a 
shining example tor all to follow. He is a mercy not only to Muslims, but to all humans. 

Birth and Childhood 

Muhammad Ufa was born into the noble tribe of the Qumish in Makkah, Arabia, in 
S71 CE (Christian /Common Era)". His father, 'Abdullsh, died before lus birth and 
Amtnah, his mother died when he was only six. A few days after his birth he was 
given to IJallmah , who nursed him until he was five years and one month old, when 
he was returned to the care of his mother. It was the custom of the Quraish to give 
their new-born babies to foster-mothers (wet nurses) for breast-feeding. 

After his mothers death, his grandfather, 'Abdul Mu {faith, looked after him. From 
early childhood Muhammad suffered one shock after another. His grandfather 
died when he was only eight years old. Muhammad ® was then looked after by his 
uncle, Aba Ihlib , a leader of the Quraish and a businessman. The name Muhammad 
means ‘praiseworthy’. He is also known as Ahmad (61:6) 

Business Trip to ash-Sh5m (now Syria) 

Muhammad & was growing up in the affectionate care of his uncle, Aba 7h)ii\ when 
at the age of twelve he accompanied him on a business trip to ash Skim. When their 
caravan reached Basra in ash-Sham ,a Christian monk called Bahlrfl invited them to a 
dinner. This was unusual. Aha ' [Mb and his caravan had passed this way many times 
before but had never been asked in by the monk. All members of the caravan went 
to the dinner except Muhammad ££ who stayed behind, probably to look after the 
camels and their baggage. Bahlrft insisted on Muhammad's joining in the dinner. 
When he did, Bahlffl asked him a few questions, and Muhammad answered precisely 
and to the point. 

When he heard the answers, Bahlnl — a person knowledgeable in Christianity 
and the Bible — recognised from what he knew that the boy, Muhammad ijt, was 
going to be a prophet in the future. He advised Aba Itilib to take special care of his 
nephew. When they finished their trading. Aba la lib lost no time in returning to 
Makkah with Muhammad 

* The Prophets biographers have differed about the exact year of his birth. Some give 569 CH or 570 CE, 
but 1 have preferred Shtbll NufaSttVs view from his famous Straltw Nabt ; 571 CE, 
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Young Shepherd 

Whilst still a boy Muhammad & tended sheep, so he had plenty oi time to think and 
reflect upon the situation around him. He moved around with his flock in the vast 
expanse of the Arabian desert. It provided him with a unique opportunity to ac quire 
a clear vision of nature and to contmplate over the wonders of Allah's creation. 
Muhammad ft took pride tn spending Ins boyhood as a shepherd. He used to say, 
"Allah sent no prophet who was not a shepherd Mils# (Moses) was a shepherd , Dihvild 
(David) was also a shepherd. ” (ah Bukhari) 

I he reason tor this might be that Allah wanted I lis prophets to gain the experience 
of life as a shepherd, to acqiure patience whilst preaching Allah s message. It is very 
difficult to control a flock of sheep, goats or camels which do not have the human 
understanding or sense of right and wrong. It needs a lot of patience to handle 
animals. This experience was very useful for the prophets in carrying out their real 
duty of preaching the message of Allah to human beings of their time. 

Teenager, Harbul Fij3r ami Hilfiil Fudul 

When Muhammad ft was fifteen, a local war broke out during the Ha[j season 
between the tribes of Quraisl i and Hawdzin. According to Makkan tradition, war was 
forbidden in the pilgrimage season (known as ‘sacred months’) . Despite this, the war 
lasted for four years, with intervals, and caused tremendous hardship to people on 
both sides. Life was becoming intolerable because of the unnecessary bloodshed. 
Hence it was called the Sacrilegious War (Harbul Bijar). 

The reason for the war seemed silly to Muhammad ft and he felt quite disgusted 
at the senseless bloodshed. It made some people ponder over how to stop the non 
sensical bloodshed and take steps to stop the war and make peace. 

Upon the initiative of az-Zubair bin ‘ Abdul Mulnifib, Muhammad $ ft uncle, a meeting 
was called at the house of * Abdullah bin Jud 'an, who was a person of influence and 
wealth. A society called I liljut iudfll (Alliance for Chanty) was formed at this meeting 
to help those affected by this senseless war, the oppressed, the poor and the needy. 
Muhammad ft was present at the meeting and took the following oath: ‘7 uphold the 
pan concluded in my presence when Itm Jud ‘fin gave us a great banquet. Should it ever be 
invoked, I shall immediately rise to answer the call 

The participation of Muhammad ft in this alliance is a proof of his concern and 
interest in welfare activities, even when he was a youth. There is a lesson for you 
here. As young people, when you study the life of Muhammad ft, you should decide 
to take part in the welfare of people in general and the welfare of your fellow 
youngsters in particular. You should study the life of Muhammad ft. take lessons 
from it and put them into practice. If you look around you, you will find many 
unjust and wrong things are taking root in society. You should do whatever you can 
to remedy injustices and wrongdoings. If you do so, Allah will reward you in this life 
and in the life after death (Akhirah). 
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Marriage 

As Muhammad Sfe grew up, he helped m running the business of his uncle, rflifl 'Jftlib, 
who was managing his family witfr some difficulty. During this time. Muhammad ^ 
received an offer from a noble lady named KlmJfjah to look after her business affairs. 
Muhammad $ & fame as an honest and upright young man had now become well 
known in Makkah which is why Khadljah made the proposal. 

Muhammad ^ accepted the offer and set out for a sh-Shfint with the merchandise 
of khadljah, accompanied by her slave called Maisarah. This was Muhammad's £& 
second business trip to ash -Sham. He sold the goods and bought what he was told to 
before returning to Mabbah. He made big profits for Khadljah on this trip because of 
his intelligence, skill and honesty. It was almost double what anyone else had earned 
tor Khadljah before. During the journey, his companion Maisarah noticed that 
Muhammad was protected from the heat of the sun by clouds. On their return, 
Maisarah hurried to Khadljah and told her about this unusual experience and the 
large profits he had made for Khadljah. 

Khadljah, the daughter of Khuwailid, was a determined, intelligent and noble woman. 
She was impressed by the ability, noble character and excellent performance of 
Muhammad Khadljah decided to send a proposal of marriage to Muhammad $£. 
On the advice of his uncle, Abti jftlih, Muhammad Sfc agreed to the proposal and the 
wedding ceremony went ahead. Now Muhammad was a family man and the 
marriage marked the beginning of a new phase in his litc. He was twenty-five years 
of age and Khadljah was forty and a widow. 

From the marriage, they had six children — two boys, al-Qztsim and 'Abdullah 
(also known as Jfthir and Truyff), and four girls, Zaimh, Ruqaiyah, Umm Kuhkfim and 
Ityimah, Both sons died before his prophethood but the daughters lived into Islam, 
embraced it and later migrated to Madlnah. 

Physical Features 

Muhammad ^ was a handsome man of medium build — neither very tall nor short. 
He had a large head, thick black hair, a wide forehead, heavy eyebrows and large 
dark eyes with long eyelashes. He had a fine nose, well placed teeth, a thick beard, a 
long handsome neck and a wide chest and shoulders. His skin was light coloured 
and he had thick palms and feet. He walked steadily with firm steps. His appearance 
bad the mark of deep thought and contemplation. His eyes gave the feeling of the 
authority of a commander and a natural leader. 

Rebuilding of the Kabbah 

The ka'hah needed repairs or rather rebuilding after a sudden flood had damaged it and 
cracked its walls. The task was divided among the four clans of the Quraish . Muhammad 
# took an active part in the work. The rebuilding progressed and the walls were 
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raised until it was time to place the Black Stone, al-Hajarul Aswad , on the south 
eastern corner of the Ka'bah, The Black Stone was regarded as very sacred by the 
Makkans and it is still regarded as sacred by Muslims. At the time of Hajj, the pilgrims 
kiss this stone as a mark of respect and as the Stmnah (practice) of Muhammad 

There were arguments about who should have the honour ot placing this holy 
stone in its place. 1 he situation became tense and there was the possibility of a civil war 
over the issue, To avoid bloodshed, an idea put forward hv Ahfl I Jmaiyah , the oldest man 
in Makkah , was accepted. He proposed to all the people present, “Let the first man to 
enter the gate of the mosque next morning decide the matter in dispute among us,” 

What a pleasant surprise! The hrst man to enter the mosque was Muhammad &! 
All the people shouted in a chorus, “This is the trustworthy one (al-Amln), this is 
.Muhammad. We accept his judgement,’ 1 

When he came to them, they asked him to decide the matter and he agreed. He 
said,“Give me a cloak “When they brought him a cloak, he spread it on the ground, 
placed the Black Stone over it and said. “Let the elders of each clan hold on to one 
edge of the cloak “They did so and carried the stone to its place. Muhammad then 
picked up the stone and put it in its place on the wall of the Ka'bah. In this way he 
acted as an umpire (arbiter) among his people and averted a bloody civil war. The 
rebuilding continued and was completed by the Qrmto/r Muhammad was then 
thirtv-hve vears old. 

J 4 

1 his event shows beyond any doubt that even before his pmphethood, Muhammad 
was regarded as a judge and a referee for the Qmmu/j at the time of their disputes and 
crises. He earned the titles of al Amin (the trustworthy) and a$-$3diq (the truthful). The 
irony was that after his pmphethood, many of those same people turned against him 
because of their ignorance and arrogance which made them too stone-hearted to respond 
to the call of the truth. 

Search for the Truth 

Muhammad was a soft spoken, gentle person who loved to think and meditate, He 
was not like others of his age, in that he had no interest in the attractions of the 
worldly life, a characteristic suited to a person destined to be the guide and teacher 
for the whole of mankind. 

Muhammad very often used to retreat in seclusion and solitude to a cave. Him', 
in mount iVflr.There he passed his time in meditation and devotion. He used to pass 
the month of Ramadan in this cave, where he immersed himself deep into thoughts 
about the mysteries of nature. He had an eager longing in his heart and searched 
seriously for the truth. 

Why did he do this? He did it because he did not find the answers to the questions 
agitating his inquisitive mind about man, his creation and his ultimate goal. He was 
also unhappy about the feuds, conflicts, strife and divisions in the society around him. 
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1 Ie was feci up with existing social and political systems. The religions of the Jews 
and the Christians at that time were so corrupted by the rabbis arid priests that they 
no longer had any appeal to reason and wisdom. He was unable to adjust himself to 
the senseless bloodshed, tribal disputes, oppression of the helpless by the powerful, 
idol worship and the low status of women. 

The Makkans worshipped idols made by themselves. Muhammad fit used to think 
about the stupidity of idol worship. The idols could not move, talk or do anything. I low 
could they respond to the prayers of human beings? 

All these appeared nonsensical to Muhammad’s fit thinking mind. The retreat in 
the cave was to find answers to these deep-rooted feelings in his own heart It was a 
search for comfort, consolation, peace, tranquillitv and right guidance. Could it he anything 
else? Of course not. Muhammad's fit mind was full of feelings, sympathy, and concern 
tor the welfare of the people of Makkah. How could his upright mind rest while 
anarchy, injustice, falsehood and exploitation were rife in die city? 

These idols, including the three biggest, Huhal , al-lJJt , and al-‘Uzz<l t were lifeless 
stones unable to help themselves if somebody happened to break them. But the 
Makkans worshipped them, asked their help, took oaths in their name and fought 
for them. Muhammad’s fit curious mind was searching for the truth, to get rid of the 
social misdeeds and change the existing social and political order. It was during the 
days of his retreat in the month of Ramadan that Alllth, the Lord of the Universe, 
favoured Muhammad with His blessing — the first revelation of the Qur'an. 
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Receiving the Truth 

Muhammad $ had reached the age of forty when one night, while meditating in his 
mountain retreat in HirD during Ramadan, a n angel appeared bcfoie him. 

"Read!" said the angel. '7 am not a reader replied Muhammad S. At this, the angel 
hugged him and squeezed him so hard that he thought he would die of suffocation. 
He was then released and the angel again said, “Read! ' Muhammad gave the same 
reply. The angel squeezed him harder and then released him. The angel asked him a 
third time, u Read! " Afu/i<<rmn</d fSfc repeated his reply; “I am not a reader ‘ The angel 
hugged him again even harder for the third time. Muhammad s fear of suffocation 
increased, so he asked, U W hat shall / read? ’The angel then released him, saying: 

• jjt- <£& 'jH 




ft Read iti the name oj your Lmi IVho created, 
Created man from something that dings. 
Read , and your Lord is most generous, 
IVho taught hy the pet), 

1 aught man what he did not hum " 
(96:1-5) 



Muhammad *¥ recited the verses and felt as though the words were written on his 
heart. These are the first revealed verses of the Qur'an. 

How wondrous that Allah should choose for His messenger an ummiyy ( — 

someone who could neither read nor write (7:157-158; 29:48-49; 62:2). In those 
days only very few people in Arabia learnt to read or write. The verses of the Qur'an 
excelled all literature of the time, and have never been matched since. Indeed, they 
cannot be equalled (17:88; 2:23; 10:37-38). Imagine the astonishment of the Arabs to 
hear such powerful, perfect w r ords coming from Muhammad a man thus far 
unlettered. 

Muhammad was greatly troubled by this strange experience. He looked around and 
saw nothing. He w'as fearful and terrified. He stood motionless. 

Muhammad & looked at the sky and was surprised to see the angel Jilml 'Jl flying in 
the shape of a giant man. The angel said,“G Muhammad, you are the Messenger of 
Allah and 1 amjibril'll.'' 
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And wherever he looked, Muhammad & saw Jilml'il flying in the distance. He 
stood still until the angel disappeared. 

Muhammad rushed home in a panic anil sat close to Khadfjah. He told her all 
that had happened. Khadfjah, his noble, loving and caring wite who had total faith m 
her husband comforted him, saying, “ Rejoice , O son of my unde , and he of good heart . 
Surely hy Him in Whose Hand is Khadfjahs soul, l have hope that you will be the prophet of 
this people. You have never done any wrong to anyone. You are hind to others and you help the 
poor. So AlHh will not let you down. ” Muhammad gfc asked Khadfjah to wrap him up in 
blankets. He was wrapped up and fell asleep. 

Khadfjah then went to her cousin, Waraqah bin Nanfal bin Asad bin ‘Abdul 
1 le was a blind old man and a Christian. He had knowledge of the scriptures of the 
Torah and the Gospel. Waraqah heard all that had happened from Khadfjah and said, 
“Holy! Holy! By Him in Whose Power is Waraqah s soul, if what you narrate is true, 

0 Khadfjah , then this is the same one who keeps the secrets (angel fibril'll) whom 
Allah had sent to Maw. Tell him to be patient and firm” Khadfjah returned home to 
comfort and reassure her husband with the good news Waraqah had told her. 

I here was a pause for some days or may be a few months between the first revelation 
and the second revelation when Muhammad was very sad. Then he saw the angel 

libra'll again, flying in the sky seated in a floating chair. The Prophet & became 
frightened and rushed home. He asked Khadfjah to cover him up. She wrapped him 
with blankets and he fell asleep. After a few moments, Khadfjah noticed that the 
Prophet was shivering, breathing deeply and sweating A he angel Ji bra ’ll brought 

the second revelation to him which was: 

“ O you who lie wrapped in your mantle, arise and warn ! Glorify your Lord . Purify 
yourself. Give up unclean I iness. Give not in order to have more in return. Lot the sake of your 

1 And, endure patiently. ” (74:1-7) 

Seeing him in this position, Khadfjah pleaded with Muhammad to rest a little 
longer. But Muhammad Sfr was now reassured and said in a firm voice, “O Khadfjah, 
the time of slumber and rest is past. Jilml'il has asked me to warn men and call them to Allah 
and to His worship. But whom shall / call? And who will listen to me?'’ 

Khadfjah encouraged and assured Muhammad & about the success of his prophethood 
and declared her own acceptance of Islnm, the first person to do so. It is very important 
to note and appreciate that the first human to accept Islam was Khadfjah. 

How marvellous it is! Khadfjah accepts her husband as the Prophet of Allah! Who 
can better testify to the integrity of a person than his wife? She knew Muhammad 
better than anyone else did, and could testify to his honesty, integrity and 
trustworthiness. No man can hide his weakness from his wife because she knows 
linn so closely and intimately. We Muslims should aim to immitate the excellent 
example of our beloved Prophet Muhammad Hi. The world will surely be a much 
better place if we could achieve such trust from our wives by the Grace of Allah. 
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The Islamic Movement Begins 

1 he revelation marked the beginning of Muhammad's & role as a messenger of 
Allah. It was also the starting point of the Islamic movement carried out by him 
during the rest of his life The first phase of the movement lasted for three years, from 
610 CF. (the year of revelation and revolution) to the end ot 612 CE. 

To begin with, Muhammad preached the message of Allah only to his friends, 
his closest relatives and those whom he could trust. ‘All, his cousin, the son of Ahfl 
~[ftlih, was the second Muslim and the third was Zaid son of Hfirithah (Muhammad's 
servant). A bn Ha hr was the first from among Muhammad s friends to become a 

Muslim. It is worth noting the composition of the early Muslims. 

First, Khadljah, Muhammad’s ^ wife, accepts Islam; second, ‘All, his cousin; third, 
Zmd,\ lis household servant. Outside the household, A bfl Bakr, a respected businessman 
and a close friend of Muhammad accepted Islam without the slightest doubt or 

hesitation . All of them were near and dear to him. 

‘All Accepts Islam 

This, briefly, is how ‘All the cousin of the Prophet && and then a boy of only ten, 
accepted the truth. Allah taught Muhammad Ufa through angel fihrfi'il how to make 
ablution (WudU > ) and how to pray. Muhammad £5 in turn taught Khadljah and both 
of them used to offer Sal fill together. 

‘All watched the Prophet and his wife kneeling and prostrating and reciting 
the Qur’an. He was amazed at this unusual scene and asked the Prophet Sfe after the 
prayer, 'To whom did you prostrate yourselves?*’ The Prophet answered, "We 
have prostrated ourselves to Allah who has sent me as a Prophet and has commanded 
me to call human beings unto Him." 

The Prophet & then invited ‘All to worship only Allah and to accept the message 
of Allah revealed to him. 

He also recited to him some verses from the Qtfr'flw. ‘All felt excited and thrilled 
but thought for a moment and said he would consult his father, Aha Tblib, about this. 
He passed the night agitated and restless, thinking about the call of Muhammad . 
Next morning, he rushed to the Prophet and declared his faith in Islam. The 
young boy said, “Allah created me without consulting Aha l ft lib, my father.Why then 
should I consult him in order to worship Allah? ’ 

The story of young ‘All should inspire and motivate young people to work for 
Islam to make living on this earth meaningful and purposeful. Rest assured, this is the 
way to peace and happiness. ‘All, the first Muslim boy, accepted this peace — Islam. 

Notable Early Muslims 

We should learn some of the names of the people who accepted Islam and later 
became famous in Islamic history and made a tremendous impact on mankind. 
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Early Muslims included: 'A ll bin Abl Tdlib. Zaid fcm Hilrithah, Abn Bakr bin Abl 
QuliUjah, 'Ihhmiln bin A (fan, Sa'd bin Abl Waqqty, Abdttr Rahmdn bin 'Auf, lb! hah bin 
'Ubaidilhlh,Aba Dlntrr al-Ghifilrl, az-Zubair Inn al-AwwQm } Abn lhaidah Inn al-Jarrfth, 
al-Arqatn bin Abl al-Arqam al-Makhzflml (also known as al-Arqam bin Abdi ManJj bin 
Asad), Suhaih ar-Rnml, Abdullah bin Mas'fld, K hubbub bin al-Aratt, A hhnnln bin Maz ‘fin, 
Ja'far bin Abl Ihlib and Nu'aim bin Abdulldh, 

Among the great women to accept Islam were; Khadljah hint Khuwailid , Ftyitnah 
btni al-Khaftdb, Asmil ' bint Abl Bukr, Futimah bint aRMujallif Fukaihah bint Vasty AstinV 
bint Umais,Asma' bint Sulamah , Ramlah bint Abl Awj and Humainali him Khalaf Khadljah 
was the first among the women and men to accept Islam. 

End of the First Phase 

During the first phase of the Islamic movement, Muhammad & preached the message 
of Allnh discreetly and it spread gradually among all age-groups, especially the youth, 
in Makkah. People in Makkult began to talk about Muhammad $ and his message. 
They did not take it seriously in the beginning. They thought the Muslims had a 
fantasy that would soon die away and the worship of idols would eventually triumph. 

Three years passed and the message of Allah continued to spread far and wide in 
the valley of Makkah. 

Islamic Movement Becomes Public 

Three years after the first revelation, Allah commanded the Prophet £fc, “Proclaim 
what you have been ordered and turn away from the polytheists . (1 5: 94) This was the 
command to make the call to Allnh open and public and was the beginning of the 
second phase of the Islamic movement. 

‘All and the Dinner 

The Prophet ^ prepared himself to meet the new situation with strong determination 
and faith. He invited his kinsmen to a dinner and alter the dinner addressed them, saying: 
“6 sons of Abdul Muttalib , / know of no Arab who has come to his people with a nobler 
message than mine. / have brought you (he best oj tins world and the next. Alhlh has ordered 
me to call you to Him. So t who of you will stand by me in this matter ?” 

The elders in the dinner were not responsive. They were about to leave when the 
young boy All stood up and said, “ l am the youngest of you; / nuiy be a boy. my feet may 
not be strong enough , but O Muhammad, I shall be your helper. Whoever opposes you, l shall 
fight him as a mortal enemy. ” The elders laughed loudly and dispersed, 

Consider the courage of the boy All! How bravely and firmly he spoke about bis 
faith! Does it not, as young people, inspire you to follow the example of All? To 
uphold the Truth and work for it is the best of everything in this world, l he reward 
of the eternal bliss and happiness is guranteed in the Akhirah aswell. 




The Prophet ^ on Mount Safii 

Muhammad & now prepared himself to openly call the Makkans to the message of 
Allnh. He climbed on top of a$-§afi and called out to the people who. seeing him 
standing there, had gathered below. Muhammad told them, **() men of Quraish, if I 
were to tell you that I see an army ready to attack on the other side of the mountain, would you 
helie ve me?” 

They answered, “Yes, why not? We trust you and un>a found you telling a lie, " 

Muhammad said, “Know then , that I am a Warner and that I warn you of severe 
punishment. O Band ' Abdul Muffalih 1 Band * Ahd Mauflff O Band Zuhralt! O BandTaim! 
O Baud Makhzdm! O Band Asad! Allah has commanded me to warn you, my nearest 
kinsmen , that I can assure you of good on this earth and in heaven if you declare that there is 
no god except Allah.” Ahd luihah ; his uncle, became red with anger and exclaimed, 
“May your hands perish on this day! Did you gather us for this?" 

Muhammad was severely shocked and looked towards his uncle for a moment 
Allnh comforted His messenger and informed bun of the fearful punishment awaiting 
Ahd Ijihah. Allah revealed, “May the hands of Ahd Lahab pensh; doomed he is. His wealth 
and his properties shall not save him. He shall he throun into a flaming fire of hell (11 1:1-3) 
The open invitation to Allah’s message brought hostility and opposition to the 
Prophet Ufa and his followers. A new stage of the Islamic movement began. We will 
see how the followers of Islam overcame this opposition with valour, vigour and 
steadfastness. Indeed, it is rare to find such examples of heroic sacrifices for rhe noble 
cause of Allah. 

Hostility and Persecution 

0 

The Makkans who, for a long time, had taken no serious notice of the movement 
became very hostile to the open call of Muhammad ijc. 1 hey now realised the threat 
to their idolatry and began to harass the followers of Islam in order to stop its 
increasing popularity. Hardly a day passed without some new followers joining the 
faith. This trend further increased the fury of the idolaters. 

The Quraish first tried to settle the matter through Ahd Ihlih and asked him to 
withdraw’ his support from Muhammad Delegations of influential people went to 
meet Ahd Tftlib twice for this purpose. He listened to them calmly and sent them 
back with conciliatory words. Ahd Iftlih asked Muhammad (£ not to put him under 
so much strain, for he w'as the leader of the Qimiis/i.The Prophet Ofc faced a dilemma 
but remained firm and said to his uncle, “O my uncle , by Allah, if they put the sun in my 
right hand and the fiioiw in my left, and ask me to give up my mission , l shall not do it until 
Allah has made it victorious or I perish therein!” 

Ahd mb was moved by the firmness of his nephew’ and said, "Ge and say what you 
please for, byAlfdlt, l shall never withdraw my support from you. ” 

The first Muslim to suffer at the hands of the unbelievers of Makkah was Sa*d bin 
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A hi Waqcjilf, He was struck with a sword in a fight with the enemies as they attacked 
the Prophet ^ and his followers at prayer in a mountain pass. The Prophet ££ was 
once preaching in the area of the Ka ( bah and he was attacked. During this encounter 
Hnrith buiAbl Httlah tried to pacify the mob but he was attacked and killed. He was 
the first Muslim to give his life for Islam. 

Bilal bin Ralnlh, an Abyssinian slave, was tortured by his master for becoming a 
Muslim, He was pinned down on the burning-hot sand, a heavy stone placed on his 
chest, and left to swelter under the blazing desert sun — for no reason other than his 
acceptance of Islam, Bilal bravely endured this torture, proclaiming "Allah, the One! 
Allah, the One !" T hey could not turn him away from his faith, Aha Bakr , moved by 
Bilal's suffering, paid his infidel master and freed him. 

Others who suffered terribly at the hands of unbelievers were: *Ammar,Abtt bukaihah, 
$uhaib ar-Rnml and KhablnlbA he infidels did not even spare women Muslims, Among 
the women tortured were. Sumaiyah, Lubainah, Nahdtyah , and Umm ‘ Ubais , 

I he Prophet himself was ridiculed, insulted and accused of being a sorcerer 
and of being possessed. Once he was almost strangled by an unbeliever while praying. 
A bn Bakr arrived just in time to rescue him. A bn Lahab's wife, Umm Jamil, used to 
throw rubbish and thorny hushes in \1u(umimad r s path, and all that Muhammad 
did was to remove them. Surprisingly, when one day he found his doorway dear of 
rubbish he visited her to find out whether she was ill. This shows how generous and 
noble he was. He was kind and considerate even to his enemies. 

Muhammad continued his preaching with even more enthusiasm and firmness, 
and the hostility of the unbelievers also intensified. The Makkatis did all they could 
to stop him and his followers but nothing worked. The Islamic movement continued 
to flourish among the Makkans despite false propaganda, persecution and harassment 
from the idolaters. 

During this period Hamzah, the young uncle of the Prophet Joined the Islamic 

movement. His acceptance of the faith added strength to Islam, for hi am z ah was a 
brave man. His entry into Islam compelled the Quraish to abandon some of their 
harassment. 

AbO Jahl and the Camel Seller 

One day a man from Irdsh came to an assembly of the Qhmis/i, whilst the Prophet ^ 
w'as sitting nearby next to the Ka'bah. The man called, “Who among you will help 
me to get what is due to me from Abut Hakam bin Hisham? I am a stranger, a wayfarer, 
and he will not pay his debt. * 

Abul Hakam bin Hisham w r as one of the most powerful people in Makkah. His 
hatred, hostility and violence towards the Muslims was intense. He was known as 
Abu Jalii which means ‘the father of ignorance 1 . Most of the people who heard the 
stranger were friends of Ahfl Jahi and would not wish to displease him. Rather, they 
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would prcfci to tucl the enmity of Abnjahl towards Muhammad §£. 

l hey said, “Do you see that man sitting over there?” pointing to Muhammad 
“Go to him. I le will help you ” 

The stranger went to Muhammad unaware that Abn jalil was one ot his fiercest 
enemies. The Prophet Sf. listened as the stranger explained that he had sold camels 
to Abnjahl who had still not paid him despite his repeated pleading. Without hesitation 
the Prophet S offered to help. He aconipanied him to Abu jahl's house. In the 
distance, the Quraish watched, expecting a serious confrontation. They asked one of 
their supporters to follow the Prophet to find out exactly what would happen, 
Muhammad fit knocked on the door. 

“Who is it?” called Abnjahl 
“ Muhammad ! Come out to trie!” 

Abn jahl came out, pale-faced and agitated. 

'‘Pay this man his due,” Muhammad said firmly. 

One moment while I fetch his money” replied Abn Jah /.He went back inside, then 
returned quickly with the money and gave it to the stranger. 

“Go about your business,” the Prophet ft told the stranger, who was very happy to 
be paid. 

The stranger from Irtish went back to the gathering of Qurais/i and said, “May 
Allah reward him, for he has recovered my due." And he went happily on his way. 
Then the man sent to watch the confrontation returned to report all he had seen. 
LL It was amazing! he began. “1 lardly had Muhammad knocked on the door when 
out came Abut Hakam (Abn jahl), breathless and agitated." He continued to narrate 
all that he had seen. 

Then Aba Jahl came upon the gathering. Immediately they asked," What happened? 
We have never seen anything like this! What have you done?” 

“Damn you!” he exclaimed angrily. “By Allah, as soon as he knocked on my door 
and I heard his voice, 1 was filled with terror. Then when 1 went out to him, 1 
thought l saw a camel towering above his head, with shoulders and teeth such as I 
have never seen. By Allnh, if I had refused to pay, it would surely have eaten me" 
How amazing was the courage and strength of Prophet Muhammad's character! 
He always stood for justice and helped those in need, even in the face of his bitterest 
enemy. Abn Jahl, despite his hatred, arrogance and pride, was unable to resist the force 
of Muhammad s St extraordinary personality, who was supported by hidden help 
from Allnh. 

We should learn a valuable lesson here. We should follow Allah’s commands and 
follow the example of Prophet Muhammad St . We should Stand for justice and speak 
out for the weak, the oppressed and the disadvantaged. This is Jihad ft sabl lilltih — 
working for Islam using all our resources We should not only read about the Prophet 
we should try to follow his example. 
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The Offer of ‘Utbah bin RabTah 


‘Utlnih bin Rabl‘ahf& leader of the Quraish , put some proposals to the Prophet fife. I le 
suggested, “It what you want is money ; we will gather for you our property, so that you may 
be the richest of us; if you want honour, wc will make you our chief, so that no one mu ileciih 
anything apart from you; if you want sovereignt y, we will make you king. " 

The Prophet fife declined these offers and recited verses from So rah 41 (Ha Mim 
as-Sajdah) of the Qwr'fln. f lJthah returned to his companions with a changed face and 
reported to them that he heard from Muhammad fife what he had never heard 
before. No worldly temptation could keep the Prophet away from the Truth. 

Another Cunning Proposal 

The Quraish failed in all their attempts to discourage Muhammad fife and the Muslims 
from their faith. Harassment, ridicule, torture and false propaganda proved futile as 
the Muslims simply became more determined.' 'The leaders of the Quraish wow plotted 
a shrewd plot. They proposed to the Prophet fife that he should adore their gods and 
they in return would adore his Allah; in this way there would come about a 
compromise and hostility would cease. 

Allah commanded the Prophet fife to tell the unbelievers in clear terms that there 
could be no such compromise on matters of basic principles. Muhammad fife was asked to 
declare to them, “You have your religion, and l have mine. ** (109:6) Thus, the plan of mixing 
the truth with falsehood was defeated. 

Emigration (Hijrah) to Abyssinia (Ethiopia) 

The infidels, frustrated in their attempts to make a compromise with the Prophet 
fife, increased the levels of their persecution.The threat to life and property intensified. 
The Muslims who were not well-off were particularly insecure and vulnerable. 
Muhammad fife advised those Muslims who felt insecure to emigrate to Abyssinia 
where Negus (an-Najdshi), a noble king, ruled. Eighty-three Muslims emigrated to 
Abyssinia in groups. T he first group was of ten people. This was the first emigration 
(Hijrah) of Muslims who had to leave their country for the sake of Ailnh. 

Efforts to get Emigrants Back 

A delegation of the Quraish consisting of ‘Amr bin al-‘A$ and Abdullah bin A hr RabVah 
went to the Negus to try to get the emigrant Muslims back. 

They bribed the courtiers of the Negus and made accusations against the Muslims 
to succeed in their mission. They alleged that the emigrants were apostates and 
followers of a new religion which no one had heard of before. The Negus wanted to 
know the whole matter and called for the Muslims. He asked, “What is the new 
religion you follow which caused you to leave your country?" 

Jajar bin Abf ‘fhlib answered on behalf of the Muslims, “O King, ive were in a state, of 
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ignorance and immorality ; worshipping stones and idols, eating dead animals , committing all sorts ot 
injustice , breaking natural ties, treating guests badly , and the strong among ns exploiting the weak. 

“ Then Allah sent us a prophet, one of out own people, whose lineage , truthfulness, 
trustworthiness and honesty were well known to us. He called us to worship Allah alone and 
to renounce the stones , the idols which we and our ancestors used to worship. He commanded us 
to speak the truth, to honour our promises , to be helpful to out relatives, to be good to our 
neighbours, to abstain from bloodshed , to avoid fornication. He commanded us not to give false 
witness, not to appropriate an orphans property or falsely accuse a married woman. He ordered 
us not to associate anyone with Allah. 

“He commanded us to hold prayers , to fat, to pay Zakah. We believed in him and what he 
brought to us tram Allah, and we follow him in what he asked ns to do and forbade us not to Jo 

“ Thereupon , our people attacked us, treated ns harshly and tried to take us back to the old 
immorality and worship of idoh.They made life intolerable for us in Makkah, and we came to your 
country to seek protection to live w justice and peace. " 

Hearing this, the Negus wanted to listen to part of the Qur'an which came down 
from Allnh to the Prophet t^. jajar recited to him SUrnh Maryam (Mary) the 19th 
Sflrah of the Qur’an. 

The Negus wept until his heard was wet, listening to the Qwr’flmd lien he said. 
“ What you have just recited and that which was revealed to XfUsa (Moses) must have both 
issued from the same source . Go forth into my kingdom; / shall not deport you at all." 

Thus the spiteful plans of the pagans against the Muslims were frustrated once again 

TJrnar Accepts Islam 

d ' mar bin al-Khaffah, a strong and tough person in lus late twenties* became a Muslim 
m the sixth year of the prophethood of Muhammad fSj£. His acceptance of Islam is 
remarkable in the sense that he went out with a vow to kill the Prophet jjfc. On his 
way to carry out his oath, he met Nu‘aim bin 'Abdullah who told him he should set 
his own house in order, referring to ‘Umar’s sister Fatimah and her husband Sa‘td bin 
Zaid who had become Muslims. On hearing this, ‘Umar became enraged and 
immediately set out for his sisters house. 

As he approached the house, he heard some recitation of the Qur'an. Khahhub bin ari 
Aratt was reading Surah Iti Hi (the 20th chapter) to Fafimah and Said. ‘I Jmar entered the 
house without knocking and demanded angrily, “ What was that nonsense / heard? ” 

Fafimah and Said refused to answer. They had hidden Khabbah before ‘Umar barged 
in. ‘ Umar was furious and began hitting Said. Filfimah was injured as she tried to 
intervene to protect her husband. 

Seeing his sister bleeding, ‘ Umar stopped and composed himself He demanded to 
see what they were reading. Filfimah told him it was from the Qur’an , and that he 
must first cleanse himself before touching the Qur'an. So ‘(/mar washed himself 
before being given the verses to read. 
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‘ Umar was deeply moved by the beauty of the words, their captivating rhyme and 
rhythm, and the power and authority in their meaning, He immediately requested, 
“L rad me to Muhammad so that l may accept htfltn. ’ Khabbdb came out from hiding 

and led him to al-An\am al- Makhzflmf’s house (Dttrul Arqam) where the Prophet 
was staying at that time. Al-Arqam’s house, located at ay$afc was then the centre of 
Islam, The Prophet ££ welcomed ‘ Umar at the gate and asked him his intention, 
! Jmar expressed his wish to be a Muslim and the Prophet £$* was very pleased. 

‘Utnar was a powerful man. His entry into Islam gave a strong boost to the Muslims. 
Before him, Hamzah , the Prophets uncle, became a Muslim. He was also a powerful 
man. I hc entry into Islam of these two great and brave men was a turning point m the 
history of the early Islamic movement. 

Boycott and Banishment 

I he Quraish were seething at the gradual increase in the strength of the Muslims. 
1 hey plotted another assault and decided on a total boycott of the family of H fa him 
and Muftalib. >T hey were banished to a pass named Shi 'hi A hi Itilib. The boycott 
continued for three years and the clans of Has him and Muftalib suffered badly during 
that time. Eventually the boycott had to be withdrawn because of differences amongst 
the Quraish themselves.! he clans of HUshim and Muftalib demonstrated great firmness 
and unity during the boycott. 

Flic document of boycott, which was kept in the Ka'bah , was all eaten up by 
white ants, except the name of Allah at the top! 

The Prophet continued Ins work amid intimidation and persecution with rare 
patience and determination. Truth must prevail over falsehood (1 7:81). The call to Allah 
must win over paganism. The popularity and strength of Islam was on the increase. It was 
going from strength to strength. That was what Allah destined for Islam. 

Year of Sorrow 

I inie passed, Muhammad ^ reached the age of fifty. In the tenth year of his prophethood, 
apart from stiff opposition and hostility he had to face more sorrow and grief. 

His uncle Abfl'fdlib died. It was Abfl Idlib who always gave protection to his nephew. 
However, he died as an unbeliever. Muhammad Sf. was heartbroken. Still more sadness 
was to come. The Prophet lost his most loving and caring wife, Khadtjah\ who 
had stood by him like a solid rock, to comfort, support and encourage him at times 
when no-one else did. She was the first, you should recall, to accept him as the 
Messenger of Allnh. 


*Notc; 

During the life-time of Khadtjah, the Prophet did not marry another woman. After her death however he 
married several women, mostly widows, on social and political grounds. The names of his wives (other than 
Khadljah ) are Sawdah, ‘A'iskah, Hitfcah, Zainab bint al-Harfth, Zainab hititjafnish, Umttt Habrhah. Umm Salamah, 
Jawayrtyah hint al-HarTth, Maimtttia bint al-Hartth and $qftyah bint Huyaiy. 
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It was a terrible blow to Muhammad but he had to endure it. Death is an undeniable 
fact of life All men and women die and so must we, one day. 

The Prophet had become used to shocks and grief ever since his childhood. 
Altoh tested him all through his life. The responsibility of the final prophethood 
needed unmatched endurance and patience The Prophet ^ passed all the tests of 
life, however intolerable and difficult, including persecution, torture and death blows. 
That was how the Almighty Creator prepared Muhammad & to make Islam victorious 
over all other systems of life We must remember here that to live as true Muslims, we 
also have to go through tests and trials. The eternal bliss of al-Jannah (Paradise) will 
then be given to ns by our most loving and kind Creator, in the Akhirah . 

TsTif — the Most Difficult Day 

I he stone-heartedness of the people of Makkah saddened the Prophet. He now 
decided to try the people of Id 'if, a city sixty miles to the east of Makkah, to see it 
they would support him. 

On arriving in lil'if accompanied by Zaid hin / hint hah, he went to three important 
people of the city and invited them to Islam. All three refused and insulted him. They 
even incited street urchins to drive him out of the city. 

The urchins pelted stones at the Prophets legs and feet. They hooted at him and 
drove him out. Tie was weary, distressed and very sad. He took shelter in a garden 
where he prayed. 

The owners of the garden witnessed the whole episode and felt sorry for him in 
his tired and bruised condition. They offered him hospitality and sent grapes for him 
through their Christian servant, 'Addas, who later became a Muslim. 

The Prophet used to say that the day in fh if was the most difficult day in his 
life. But look at his greatness; he was bruised, hurt and bloodstained, yet he never 
pronounced one word against the people who had abused him. I le rather prayed to 
Allah to give them guidance. Such was the greatness and noble character of Muhammad 
the mercy of Allah to the universe. We must follow his example for our success 
and happiness in this world and in the Akhirah, 

Al-MPraj (The Ascent) — a timely boost to morale 

After the severe shocks of the deaths of Ahfl Tdlib and Kluidljah and the cruel and 
harsh treatment received at 7d% Muhammad longed for some comfort and solace. 
It was not long before he got it in the form of a remarkable and eventful night 
journey to Jerusalem called al-Isrd\ And an ascent to heaven in the same night called 
al-Mi'rdj. 

The Mi‘r<tj was a remarkable event for the Prophet Allah honoured him by this 
unique and extraordinary journey during which Muhammad ££ saw with his own 
eyes the Glory and Majesty of Allnh. It was the great morale boost be sorely needed. 
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It further strengthened his faith that Allah was always with him. No amount of 
dismay could prevent him from his task of calling people to the way of Allah. 

The Prophet §£ himself gave vivid details about the journey and the ascent. He said 
that the angel JibrU’ll awoke him from his sleep and took him to al-Maspdul Aqft at 
jmiscileni (Baitul Maqdis) riding on a white animal which looked like a horse with large 
wings. I he name of the animal was BurOq, 

\n Jerusalem, he met all the prophets including Adam, Ibrahim, Must, I Wilt) (Aaron) 
and ‘hit. He led them in prayer. He was then taken to different heavens and he saw 
the Paradise and the Hell The most important of all was his experience of the Glory 
and Majesty of Allah. It is simply not possible to describe this unique experience in 
human language. He had many more experiences, h is beyond the grasp of ordinary 
people like us to understand every aspect of the journey. But it was not impossible 
for the last messenger of Allah to grasp the significance of these things. He had to 
have such experiences to fulfil his duty as Allah’s final messenger. 

Five times daily prayers were laid down for Muslims at the time of ai-MPrUj. The 
whole miraculous journey lasted for a short part of the night. Amazing and incredible! 
But very real and undoubtedly true. 

Next morning, when Muhammad tfa described his experience, the Makkam laughed 
at him and started saying that he must have gone crazy. The Muslims believed him 
but some of the new entrants to the faith became a bit doubtful and the unbelievers, 
as usual, refused to accept the truth. Muhammad gave graphic details of the journey 
and a caravan which he had seen on his way to Jerusalem confirmed details he gave 
when it arrived in Makkah. 

Remember here that Muhammad ^ was nicknamed by his own people aUAtnln 
(the Trustworthy) and a$-$ddiq (the Truthful). Later, these same people behaved quite 
strangely. Muhammad 4H&, after receiving his prophethood, had done everything 
according to Allalis wish. Understanding and accepting the truth is not as easy as it 
may appear. Guidance in life comes from Allah alone. He guides whom He wills and 
does not guide whom He wishes. 

Ahn liakr, upon hearing about aUMPraj, believed without hesitation all the Prophet 
&£ had narrated. For this reason the Prophet called him a$-$iddlq (the testifier to 
the truth). 

First Covenant of al-‘Aqabah 

During his open, public preaching, Muhammad met a group of people from 
Madlnah (then called Vat h rib) at the time of Hqjj and he invited them to accept Islam. 
They responded positively to his call and became Muslims. There were six of them. 
They returned to Madlnah as believers and invited others of their tribes to join the 
new faith of Islam. 

Next year twelve people from Madlnah came during Hajj and the Prophet # 
entered into an agreement with them at a place called ah ‘Aqabah in 621 CE.This 
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agreement is known as the Covenant qf al- Aqahah. In tins pledge, they agreed to obey 
none but Alhh, neither to steal nor commit adultery, neither to kill their children 
nor commit any evil and not to disobey Allah, They were told hv Muhammad ife that 
if they lived under this covenant, Allah would be pleased with them and reward 
them with Paradise in the life after death (Akhimlr), 

Second Coven ant of al~‘Aqabah 

A second covenant with the Muslims of< Mmllnah was concluded in 622 CF in the 
same place, « d-'Aqabah. In all, seventy three men and two women took part in this 
pledge. This covenant was an extension of the first In it they invited the Prophet £& 
to MadJnah. It was agreed that the Muslims of MadJnah would protect and help the 
Prophet *££ against all odds, as they would protect their own women and children. 
All the dangers which would arise out ot this covenant were explained by at- Vl/fe, 
the Prophet’s uncle, to the Madman Muslims in clear terms. However the Madman 
Muslims still said, “We take him (the Prophet } despite ail threats to property) wealth and life. 
Tell its, O Prophet of Allah, what will he our reward if wc remain true to this oath?*' 

I he Prophet answered, “ Paradise . " 

T hey stretched out their hands to him and he to them, and in this way made it a 
duty of the Madinan Muslims to defend the Prophet in the event of external 
attacks from Makkah. 

Hi j rah (Emigration) to Madfnah 

1 he conclusion of the second covenant of al- 'Aqabah was another turning-point in the 
history of the Islamic movement. The Muslims now had a place in which to take shelter. 
They had an ally for support in time of war and danger. 

The unbelievers eventually came to know about the covenant after it was completed. 
It had been done in secrecy so that the infidels could not have an opportunity to foil 
it. When they found out, they reacted in anger and resorted to torturing some of the 
people from MadJnah, 

The Prophet & now changed the strategy' of his work. For thirteen years he had 
tried his best to preach the message of Allah to the people of Makkah but the Makkan 
soil was not fertile tor this. MadJnah provided him with fresh, receptive ground in 
which to sow the seed oflsium and he carefully planned to use this opportunity. 

He commanded the Muslims of Makkah to start emigrating to MadJnah and 
strengthen the bond with the Muslims there. The Muslims o (MadJnah are known as 
the Ansar (Helpers) and those of Makkah as the MuhajirJin (emigrants) in Islamic 
history. Following the command of the Prophet the Makkan Muslims started 
moving to MadJnah individually and in small groups. The unbelievers tried relentlessly 
to stop this and became even more malicious and ferocious. 

Think of the emigration! The Makkan Muslims left their homes for the sake of 
Allah and to seek His pleasure! At the moment of need, this was what was required 
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I hiiwr Cave 


of them . As Muslims, we too must be ready to do the same for the sake of our faith. 
Lite on this earth will have meaning and purpose only when we can attain this 
attitude. We will then be able to do our duty as Allah's true slaves. 

The Hijrah of the Prophet ^ 

Alter most of his companions had left for MadJtmh , Muhammad ££ waited for 
permission from Allah to emigrate himself. Abn Baku, his closest friend, wanted to 
leave for Madfuah. 

Prophet Muhammad would answer to the request of Abn Bakr , “Don’t be in $ 
hurry; it may be that Allah will give you d companion . } Abn Bakr hoped that it would be 
Muhammad £& himself. When Allah granted Muhammad & permission to migrate, 
Abn Bakr accompanied the Prophet He was very lucky indeed. 

The unbelievers now plotted to kill Muhammad isfc. Permission for him to migrate 
to Madlnah had also come so Mufhiwwmi secretly left Makkah one night in 622 
CE with Abn Bakr. A specially-formed group of unbelievers lay in wait around the 
Prophet’s house to kill him as he came out. 'Air was left behind to sleep in the 
Prophet’s bed and the Prophet iSp quietly left, without the unbelievers noticing him. 
Such was the plan of Allnh. When Allah wants to do something lie only says “Be/ f> 
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and “it is there 1 ' (36:82), In the morning, the unbelievers found Ah in the Prophet's 
bed and were dumbfounded. They looked very foolish! 

I he Prophet and his companion Ahn Bakr had left just before dawn and proceeded 
to a cave called / Inner, to the south of Makkah . They stayed in the cave for three days and 
Ahfl Bakr's servant brought them food in the evening. 1 hey left Thaw on the third day 
and started out for Madlnah. 

The unbelievers, fooled by the way the Prophet $£ had escaped despite their 
vigilance, now organised a thorough search on the road to Madlnah and offered a 
prize of 100 camels for the capture of Muhammad Surdqah kin Mfilik almost 
succeeded, but when his horse stumbled three times in Ins pursuit, of A fuhawmad 
he gave up his sinister aim, taking the falls as had omens. He later accepted Islam, 

After a tiresome, exhausting and very difficult journey, the Prophet accompanied 
by Ahn Bakr, reached Qh/xT’, a place near Madlrmh. They stayed there tor two weeks 
and the Prophet jSf founded a mosque in Qidxf where *Alf had joined them. 

The Prophet *& entered Madlnah and allowed his camel to kneel where it liked. It 
knelt first in a place which was owned by two orphans, and got up only to kneel 
finally in front of Abu Ayydb al-Antfrl’s house which became the first residence of 
the Prophet in Madlnah. 

The People of Madlnah, who had anxiously awaited the arrival of Muhammad 
became very happy and excited when they found him among them. They gave him 
a hero’s welcome. 

The Hijrah of the Prophet started a new chapter in the history of the Islamic 
movement. There are two contrasting aspects to this historic migration: the heart 
breaking feeling of leaving the beloved birthplace; and the feeling of security together 
with the hope that Islam would spread more treelv than before. 

The Islamic calender starts from the day of the Hijrah of Prophet Muhammad $ 
from Makkah to Madlnah. It occurred in 622 OE in the 1 3th year of the prophethood 
of Muhammad 

The Hijrah was the beginning of a new role for the Prophet $ as a statesman and 
a ruler. With this ended his fifty three years of life in Makkah , of which he had spent 
thirteen eventful years as the Prophet of Allah. 

The Prophet at Madlnah 

Muhammad's arrival in Madlnah was a memorable and important event for the 
people of the city. They felt elated and jubilant because they had Allah’s messenger 
among them. 

Madlnah, situated to the north of Makkah (447km by road, 360km by air), was known 
at that time as Yathrik From the time of the Prophets arrival, it came to be known as 
MadiiuUtm Sahiyy — the Prophet’s city: Later it became known simply as Madlnah. 

The Makkan migrants added a new’ dimension to the life of Madlnah. The city now 
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Al-Masjidun NcthawJ (The Prophet s Mosque) in Madfuah 


had three communities: the Antfr (the \ Jelpers) of the tribes of Aws and Khazraj , the Jem 
from the tribes of Qainuqtf, Nadir and Quraizah and the Muhqjirfhi (migrants from Makkati). 
The Mululjirttn had to be accommodated by the local community of the An$Qr. 

Some of the companions of the Prophet $ had reached Madlnah before 
Muhammad & himself and were living with the Anflr as their guests. With the 
arrival of the Prophet *^,the situation became more settled. The Muhnjirdn arrived 
with almost no material wealth. 

The Prophets first task was to form a solid bond of faith and brotherhood between 
the An$8r and the Muhiljirfln, 

He called a meeting of both communities and asked each of the AnjUr to take one 
of the Muhfljirfln as his brother-in-faith. He also suggested they should share their 
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property and other belongings with their migrant brothers. The An$8r did as they 
were asked by the Prophet &,This was a rare event unmatched in human history; 
such was the powerful influence of Islam on the An$8r, The worldly belongings and 
wealth were less important to them than the reward in Aklurah. 

The Atiftir practically shared their property with the Mululjirfln equally, on the basis of 
a shared faith. It sounds too good to be true, but it is the fact of Islamic history. 

Muhammad & became the leader of the city. With the cementing of the bond of 
brotherhood, he had virtually inaugurated the Islamic; society Madlnah was now the 
capital of the Islamic community, the first Islamic state. 

The Islamic State of Madlnah knew no distinction between the ruler and his 
subjects. Rvery citizen enjoyed equal rights. Islam does not recognise any preference 
of one over another except on the basis of piety (taqufl). “The noblest among you to 
Allah is the one who is the most pious” says the Qur'an (49:13). In the Islamic state of 
Madinah there was no discrimination on the basis of colour, class or descent. 

The Madlnan Treaty between the Muslims and the Jews 

After laying the foundations of the Islamic state, Allah’s messenger took steps to 
secure its internal peace, A treaty was drawn up between the Muslims (the MuhCljirflu 
and the An$Br) and the Jews of Madlnah (then still known as Yafhrib) on the instructions 
of Prophet Muhammad It joined the various communities living in Madlnah as a 
single community, offering mutual support and protection, based on justice and 
kindness. The Prophet ensured this unique treaty was written down. An hnghsh 
translation of the treaty is given here: 

In the name of Alhlh, the most Merciful, the most Kind. 

This is a document from Muhammad , the .Prophet. for the believers and the Muslims 
from the Quraish andYathrib, and whoever follows than, loins them and lights alongside them; 
they arc a single community (Umwah), apart from all other people. The MuhdjirRn of the 
Quraish are in charge of their omi affairs , paying collectively among themselves the blood money 
(compensation paid to the relatives of a murdered person) the y man 77 »cy pay for the release of 
those taken prisoner from among them , with the familiar kindness and justice of the believers . 

The Band ‘Awf according to their present custom shad pay the blood money as they have 
been paying before (i.e, before Islam). Every dan shall pay for the release of its prisoners with 
the familiar kindness and justice of the believers. 

The treaty goes on here to repeat these last words with each of the Ansar clans and 
every house including: Band SuHdak, Band al-Hmh, BanU Jusham, Band an-Najflr, 
Band ' Amru bin Auf Band an-Nablt and BanU al-Aws . It then continues: 

Hie believers shall not leave any one of them destitute without reasonably helping him in 
the payment of blood money or ransom. No believer shall take as an ally the freedman of 
another believer without the permission of his previous master . 
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All pious believers (those with taqwft) stand together against anyone amongst themselves 
who transgresses or is guilty of oppression or indulges in an act oj sin or aggression or 
corruption. They shall stand together against him even though he may he the son of any 
one of them. 

No believer shall hill another believer in retaliation for the killing of an unbeliever, nor shall 
he support an unbeliever against a believer. Just as At hill's Protection is One , 50 all believers 
shall stand behind the commitment of protection given by even the t wakes l of them. Believers 
arc one another's friends to the exclusion of outsiders. Any jew who joins us shall have out 
support and equal rights with us, suffering no oppression and fearing no alliance against him. 
The peace of the believers is one: no believer shall make a peace agreement to the exclusion of 
another believer in fighting for Allah's cause unless this agreement applies to all of them equally 
and fairly. In every military expedition, each group shall follow another. The believers must 
retaliate ij the blood of any otic of them is shed in the way of Allah. The pious believers follow 
the best and straightest guidance. 

No mushrik (one who make partners with Allah) shall extend protection to any property or 
any person belonging to the Quraish, nor shall he stand between them and any believer. 
Whoever is convicted of killing a believer deliberately and without good reason shall be subject 
to retaliation, unless the victim's next of kw forgoes his right. All the believers shall untie 
against the killer but it shall not be lawful for them to do anything other than bring him to 
justice. 

No believer who accepts this agreement and believe $ in Allah and Last Day shall protect or 
give shelter to any criminal. Anyone who gives such support or shelter to a criminal incurs 
Allah's curse and His anger on the Day of Judgement. No compensation shall be accepted from 
him. On whatever you may differ ; the matter must be referred for judgement to Allah and to 
Muhammad 

The jews shall share expenses with the believers as long as they are fighting alongside (hem. 
The Jews of Banfl *A uf arc one Unmiali with the believers. The Jews have their own religion 
and the Muslims have their own religion ; both enjoy the security of their allies, except the 
unjust and criminal among them who hurt but themselves and their families. The Jews of the 
clam of Band an- Naff fir, Baud al-Hdrith , Band Sil'idah, Baud Jusham, Band al-Aws and 
Band Thaiabah enjoy the same rights as the Jews of Band ‘Awfjafnah is a branch of Band 
Hia'labah, who enjoy the same rights. Band ash-Shutaibah have the same rights as the Jews 
of Band ‘A wf. Fulfilment of these conditions should be a barrier which prevents their violation. 
Whatever applies to the clans of Band Ilia labah also applies to their allies. The families and 
households of the Jews are in the same position as themselves. None of them shall go to war 
without the permission of Muhammad Nothing shall be allowed to prevent retaliation for 

an injury. Whoever murders anyone actually murders himself and brings his household to ruin , 
with the exception of one who is a victim of injustice. Allah is Guarantor for those who observe 
their undertaking. 

The Jews shall bear their own expenses and the Muslims shall bear their own expenses. 
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Rack shall assist the other against anyone toko fights any party to this agreement Their 
relationship shall he one of mutual advice and consultation, Fulfilment 'of the terms of this 
agreement should prevent its violation. No one is responsible tor a sinful action of his ally. I he 
wronged must be helped. The Jews an: required to share the expenses with the believers as long 
as the war continues. The city of Yathrib shall be a sanctuary to the parties of this agreement. 
Their neighbours shall fee treated as themselves as /on# as they do no /wrm or commit a s\n. No 
woman shall be offered protection without the consent of her family. Anything that takes place 
between the parties to this agreement , or any dispute that may develop between than, shall be 
referred for judgement to Allah and to Muhammad the Messenger of Allah Allah is the 
Guarantor of piety and goodness that is contained in this agreement. The Quraish and their 
helpers di all not he given protection. Hie partus to this agreement shall support each other 
against anyone who attacks Yathrib 1/ they are called upon to cease hostilities and to enter into 
my peace agreement , then they will do so. If they are invited to something like that , then the 
believers are required to support it , except with those who fight to suppress the religion . Everyone 
shall have his share from the side to which he belongs. The Jews of Banfi al-Aws, their own 
people and their allies, have the sitroc rights and oMigations as the parties fo this agreement, 
and this shall he sincerely honoured by the parties to this agreement- Fulfilment oj the terms 
and conditions of this agreement shall prevent their violation. There is no responsibility except 
for ones oum deeds. Allah is the Guarantor of the (ruth and the goodwill of (his agreement. 
This agreement docs not give protection from punishment to t he unjust and the criminal . He 
who goes to fight as well as who stays at home shall be safe unless he is guilty of injustice or 
sin. Allah is the Protector of those who fulfil their pledges and the pious, and so is Muhammad 
the Messenger of Allah 4^.* 

This treaty, which Prophet Muhammad ifc concluded in the seventh century CE, 
shows the importance Islam places on freedom of faith and expression, and the 
sanctity ofluiman life and property. It also demonstrates the upholding of justice, 
equality and fairness.This unique document also forbade exploitation, injustice, crime 
and violation of treaty terms. This agreement, drawn up fourteen centuries ago, 
undoubtedly demonstrates the extraordinary statesmanship and the wisdom of the 
last and final messenger of Allah 

The building of the mosque in Madlnah 

The Prophet §£ now decided to build a mosque in Madlnah. Soon, work began at 
a place which was purchased from the orphan brothers who owned it, Snhail and 
SahL the sons of Rafd bin Ahf ( Amr at-Balawl. This was the place where the Prophet s 
camel had first knelt before it finally knelt in front of the house of Abn Ayyflh ab 
An$flrl, The Prophet's residence was built next to the mosque. 


* The translaton is based on the Arabic version ot .Tv-.S’iVarm/ Nabiiwiyyah - Ibn I lisham Vol I pp 106 - IDS, 
Darn I Jil, Beirut 1975. 
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Muhammad himself took part in the construction as an ordinary labourer, in 
fact it was difficult to identify him from other workers on the site. Muhammad $ 
never hesitated to do any ordinary work. He used to mend his own clothes, repair 
his own shoes, do the shopping and milk the goats. In this respect he left for us a 
shining example to emulate. 

AdhSn (Call to Prayer) 

You have already learnt that $alah five times a day was laid down for Muslims at the 
time of the Mi* raj (the Ascent). In MadJnah, Muslims were now a cohesive and united 
community and the Prophet t$£ felt it necessary to call the believers to offer $alnh in 
congregation. Usually during this time, the Muslims would collect themselves together 
for Salnh when the time came. Many suggestions were put forward about how to 
announce the $alfih time. When ' Abdullah bin Zaid bin fha'labah told Prophet 
Muhammad ^ of a dream which he had seen, the Prophet ^ confirmed that the 
dream w r as a true vision willed byAllah.The Prophet then asked Bilal, the Abyssinian 
Muslim who had a sonorous voice, to use those words which 'Abdullah heard in his 
dream to call the Muslims to Salah. The words were: 

Allah is the Greatest! (four times) 

I bear witness that there is no god except Allah (twice) 

1 bear witness that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah (twice) 

Rush to prayer! (twice) 

Rush to success! (twice) 

Allah is the Greatest! (twice) 

There is no god except Allah. 

When ‘ Umar bin al-Khatfclb heard the words used by Bilal , he rushed to Prophet 
Muhammad £& and told him that he too had seen the same dream. 

This is the AdhJn (the call to prayer) and Bilal bin Rabah thus became the first 
Mu'adhdhin of Islam. The introduction of Adhan, with its beautiful and magnetic 
appeal, made possible the pronouncement of the Greatness of Allah five times a day 
in Madhtalt. This system of Adhan is still in use in all Muslim countries. The rhyme 
and rhythm of the words used are wonderful and inspiring.The Arabic words for the 
Adhan are given on pages 44-45. 

More Islamic Duties Laid Dow n 

Madfnah, the first Islamic state, began to thrive under the unique and dynamic 
leadership of Muhammad jS£.The Islamic society of Madtnah needed more guidance 
and training from the messenger of Allah for its development, welfare and prosperity. 
This society, which w r as passing through its infant stage, made a tremendous and 
lasting contribution to the history of mankind. 

The programme of training introduced during the second and third years of the Hijrah 
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included s Smmi (fasting in the month of Ramadan), Zakfih (welfare contribunon) and the 
prohibition of drinking wine and transactions involving interest (Ribs). Also during this 
period, laws regarding orphans, inheritance, marriage and the rights of married women 
were revealed. 

In the second year of the I if j rail (during the month of Shaluln) the direction of 
prayer (Qiblah) was changed by revelation from Baitui Maqdis in Jerusalem to al- 
Ka‘bah in Makkah (2:144). 

Hard Task 

The Islamic society was growing and the task of making it strong, solid and dynamic 
also continued, 1 hiring this time Muhammad was virtually fighting on four fronts: 
t) to maintain cohesion and discipline among the rank and file of the Islamic society; 
ti) to guard against the intrigues and conspiracies of the Hypocrites (Munaftqnn); 

Hi) to remain alert to the dangers from the ( Jurats h ofMakkah , and 
iv) to remain vigilant about the sinister motives oj the Jews of Madtuah. 

History shows how wonderfully Allah’s messenger faced all these dangers and led 
the Islamic state towards more and more success and to the eventual victory over all 
other systems of his time. 

The duty of the final messenger of Allah was to make Allah's Dr« (Allah’s system) 
victorious and supreme over all other man-made systems and laws (9:33, 4H:28, 61:9), 

I he Hattie ofBadr (624 CE) 

Muhammad & was a brilliantly wise and an exceptionally practical man. Almighty 
Allah made him so. He took steps to counter the dangers from both inside and 
outside the city of Madbiah. I le left no stone unturned to make the small community 
ot Muslims a solidly united force, to combat any threat to its existence. 

He had very 7 little human and material resources, The economy of Madlnah was under 
strain from absorbing die migrants from Makkah , but the messenger of Allah was fill! of 
hope and confidence. He was sure that Allah s help would be coming at the right moment. 
What the Muslims needed more was the strength of faith, rather than the material 
resources.The strength of faith (ImSti) supported by actions (A ‘mill) was far more important. 

The unbelievers of Makkah were raging with anger at the comparative safety of 
the Muslims in Madfnah. All their previous attempts to finish ofFAfiv/iimimjd £& had 
failed. Their trade route to ash-ShUm was now within easy reach of the Muslims. They 
became restless and were simmering with anger within themselves, unable to find a way 
to tackle Muhammad ^.They were desperately looking for some excuse to attack the 
new Islamic society’ and get rid of it once and for all. 

Such was the situation when news came of an unusual caravan of about a thousand 
camels laden with goods and arms travelling to Makkah from ash-Shflm. The leader 
of the caravan was Abd Sufylti — a chief of the Quraish of Makkah. Abo Su fySn feared 
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there might be an attack from the Muslims and lost no time in sending exactly such 
a message to Makkah. Soon an army of a thousand was ready to march on to Madfnah 
to attack the Muslims. 

News of the Makkan army reached the Prophet ^ and he decided to confront 
them outside Madfnah with the help of Allah, The aggression of the unbelievers must 
not go unchallenged, A small army of three hundred and thirteen people, including 
young teenagers, ill-equipped with arms and ammunition, started from Madfnah 
under the Prophets command and camped at a place called Badr, 128 km south west 
of Madfnah. The Muslim army had only a few horses and a small quantity of armour 
but they had courage, valour and determination and above all, an unwavering faith 
in Allah’s help.They knew they were on the right side. 

Meanwhile. Abfl Sufyfln’s caravan changed its route and was out of any danger. 
However the Makkan army would not leave until they had finished off the Muslims. 
An encounter between the two armies took place on the 17th day of Ramadan 
2 AH. 

I he Muslims responded to the Makkan attack with unmatched bravery and 
determination. They repelled the Makkan army and the unbelievers were decisively 
defeated. They left seventy dead and another seventy were taken as prisoners of war 
by the Muslims. 

The Battle of Badr proved beyond doubt that real strength lies in faith in Allah and not in 
arms and ammunition. Tl\e battle decided the future course of history for the Muslims. 

On that day, in spite of their meagre resources, the soldiers of the truth were 
triumphant and the military might of falsehood was humiliated, defeated and tarnished. 

" Truth prevails, falsehood vanishes," declares the Qur\ln (17:81). Indeed, the victory at 
Badr was possbile only w ith Almighty Allah’s help and mercy (8:17). Of course, the 
Muslims, under the leadership of Prophet Muhammad fought valiantly with total 
reliance on Allah. 

In the battle of Badr , each Muslim soldier had to face three infidels, because the 
size of the Makkan army w^as three times that of the Muslim army. Still the Muslims 
won. Defeat for the Muslims in this battle w T ould have proved fatal.The Makkans left 
this battle with a grudge, defeated and humiliated. Another encounter could not be 
far off. 

The Battle of Uhud (625 CE) 

T he Makkans could not forget the shattering blow inflicted on them by the Muslims 
at Badr. They were very thirsty for revenge. The year that followed was their year of 
preparation. 

The Muslims were consolidating the gains they had made at Badr and strengthening 
their community ties. The Prophet & sent messengers and delegations to various 
parts of Arabia during this time. 
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In the battle, the enemy violated all norms of civilised behaviour They mutilated 
the dead bodies of Muslims and Hind , the wife of Aha Sufyftn. was so terrible that she 
took out the liver of Hamzah and chewed it raw. 

By the end of the day the regrouped Muslim army was ready for a counter attack, 
but the Makkan army had already left, satisfied that they had taken revenge for Badr. 

On his return to Madlnah, the Prophet sent out a contingent of Muslims to 
pursue the Makkans, to ensure that they did not come back. When Aba Sufy&it heard 
of it, he quickened his pace to Makkalt. 

The overall result was almost a draw — neither side could claim victory. But the 
battle had some very costly lessons for the Muslims, fhe disobedience and indiscipline 
of the archers at the mountain pass, spurred on by their love for the spoils of war 
(booty), caused the Muslims to suffer badly in a battle which they had almost won. 
How costly the love of worldly things was! Love for this world should not distract us 
from our true goal of salvation and reward in the Akhtrah. 

Discipline and obedience to the commander are very important in a battlefield. 
Had the fifty archers under ‘Abdtillilh hw jnbair not disobeyed hint, the outcome of 
the battle of Uhud would have been different. 

The Battle of AhzBb or Khandaq (627 CE) 

Miilhuimkid ikfc had a very busy life. Hardly a day passed without some incident taking 
place somewhere in the new state. Skirmishes, plots, conspiracies and violations of treaties 
were rife. So was the molesting and mockery of the Muslims and the Prophet All this 
happened by the collusion of the Jews and Makkan infidels. They joined together against 
the Muslims. 

The Jewish tribe of Band Nadir violated treaty obligations and plotted to kill the 
Prophet so action had to be taken against them. They were given the option: 
either tight or be deported. At first they refused to leave Madlrnih but later they were 
expelled for their treachery. They moved to Khaibar and turned the place into an 
enemy den against the Muslims. They incited the Makkans to make a new offensive 
against the Muslims and try decisively to finish them off, 

Badr had been a fatal blow to the dreams of the Makkans; at Uhud, their mission 
remained unfulfilled. But it gave them encouragement to launch another attack, because 
the impression they had of the Muslims at Badr had changed at Uhud. Incitement by 
Band Nadir added fuel to their evil objectives. 

Emissaries were sent on secret trips between the Makkans and the Nadirites. Finally 
an agreement was reached about the new assault on Madfnah. Forces were gathered 
to make the assault, drawing on people from Makkah % (jfiatatht, Wi( Fazara and 
other towns. 

News of these sinister moves reached the Prophet flfc, and he consulted his 
companions about the preparations to counter the latest enemy oftensive.The decision 
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AB ‘AbhUs, one of the uncles of the Prophet still lived in Makkah though he 
accepted Islam. I lis feelings for his nephew and the Muslims were very strong. He 
was watching all the preparations the unbelievers were making and sent an envoy to 
Muhammad Up in Madfnah with the details of the Makkans' preparations for wan 

The Prophet & received news that an army three thousand strong, including two 
hundred horsemen, was marching towards Madfnah. Muhammad called for the 
elders and consulted them on the matter. Hie elders of Madfnah, among them An$Br 
and Mulnljirfln , favoured defence from inside Madfnah but the younger men, vibrant 
with their youthful energy and vigour, wanted combat outside AWfmth.Thev saw it 
as an opportunity to be a Shahid (martyr) for Allah s Dfn. 1 hose elder companions of 
the Prophet who could not participate in Badr also favoured combat outside. 
'Ahdnllnh bin Uhayy bin Salflh leader of the Khazraj tribe, did not want combat outside 
the city. 

After Jitmu'ah prayer one Friday, the Prophet ® started out for Mount Uhud with 
an army of one thousand. When the Muslim army reached a$h~Sha wf, between Madlnah 
and Uhud , ‘ Abdullah hin Uhayy withdrew with a third of the men. So the Prophet ^ 
had to fight with just seven hundred men. ‘Abdul! if It bin Uhayy thus became the 
leader of the Munflfiqfin (hypocrites). The Quraish of Makkah had already camped 
there.The Prophet reached l ' hud and after the dawn prayer put the Muslim army 
into position. He took particular care to place fifty archers under the command of 
'Abduttfih bin Jubair to protect a strategic mountain pass and ordered them not to 
leave their position under any circumstances. 

The two armies faced each other in the morning. Fierce fighting broke out and 
soon the Muslim army got the upper hand and the Makkan army was forced to 
retreat. The Muslims captured the supplies and baggage of the Makkans. 

Before the battle was really over, most of the archers stationed in the mountain 
pass left their post and joined in the collection of booty, despite the repeated pleas of 
‘Abdul Id l ! bin Jubair. This indiscipline provided Khlltd bin al-Walut one of the Makkan 
commanders, with a rare opportunity to make a counter attack from the rear, ( Ahdulhlh 
bin Jubair and six other archers who had not left their position put up a desperate 
fight until, finally, all of them were martyred. 

Khali d ’s men took the Muslim army by surprise and soon the Muslims’ celebration 
ended in grief.They found themselves surrounded and in the fighting that followed, 
Hantzah , the Prophet s unde and a great warrior, was martyred by Wahshl Many- 
other Muslims became Shahid and the Prophet & himself was injured. 

A rumour that Muhammad was dead caused confusion amongst the Muslims, 
draining their morale and leading some of them to flee. The Prophet was taken 
by some of his followers to a position on the hill, and he called to the Muslims at the 
top of his voice and ordered them to regroup. Before long the scattered and battered 
Muslims regrouped, seeing that the Prophet was alive. 
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The terms of the agreement were apparently against the Muslims, but they 
eventually turned out to be favourable tor them. Later events proved beyond doubt 
that the agreement gave rare opportunities to Muslims to gain decisive victory. 

The Muslims were disheartened but they were soon given the news of victory by 
Allah. It was revealed: “Surely we have granted you a it car victory, " ‘' 48 : 1 ) 

We might wonder in what way was this one-sided treaty a victory? Hie treaty 
eased the long years of tension and made possible communication between the two 
parties. The Makkans could now come to Madfruih and stay with the Muslims: this 
provided an opportunity for the Muslims to influence the stone-heartcdness of the 
Makkans. In fact, during the years that followed the Htuiaibiyah treaty, the number of 
new Muslims increased dramatically. Khfilid bin al- 1 Valid, ( jJLi- ) who later 
became the most famous general in Islamic history, and ‘Ann bin al- ‘A?, ( 
the conqueror of Egypt, became Muslims during this time. 

The treaty proved beyond doubt that the Prophet and the Muslims stood for 
peace. It also paved the way for the escape of the detained Muslims in Makkah, as the 
extradition clause was later dropped on the initiative of the Makkans. 

The Hudaibiyah agreement also opened the way to the conquest of Mafefeiili in 630 
CL — the eighth year of Hijrah. 

During the years that followed the Hudaibiyah treaty; the Prophet £& sent emissaries 
to the Roman Emperor, the Persian llmperor, the ruler of Egypt* the King of Abyssinia, the 
chiefs of ash-Shfim and other leaders, inviting them to accept Islam. 

Letter to Heraclius — the Emperor of Byzantine 

1 he Prophet ££ asked his companions: "Who is prepared to carry my letter to the ruler of 
Byzantine and be rewarded with Jan nah (Paradise)?" A man asked: “Even if he rejects it?" 

1 he Prophet ^ replied that the reward would still be ids even if Heraclius rejected 
the message. Di/iyu/i fun R'/taff/d/i, a pleasant and handsome man of the Kolb tribe, 
accepted the Prophets offer, and set forth to carry the Prophets message to 
Heraclius , the Byzantine emperor (Eastern Roman Empire). 

Heraclius had just conquered the territory lost to the Persians, who had taken away 
the Holy Cross (crucifix) from Jerusalem. He vowed to restore the crucifix and place 
it in the Church of Jerusalem. He was given a hero’s welcome when he came to 
Jerusalem to replace the crucifix .A grand celebration was organised for the occasion. 
It was at this time that Dihyah arrived there to deliver the Prophets # message, 
which read as follows: 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

From Mu{ictmmad , the servant of AM x and His Messenger, to Heraclius, the ruler of the 
Byzantines . Peace be on those who follow right guidance. I call on you to believe in Islam. Accept 
Islam and pen will be safe and Allah will give you a double reward . If you refuse , you shall 
bear the responsibility for the Art am (the followers of Anus, who dewed the Trinity and 
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believed in the oneness of God). And (I recite to you Allah’s statement). l 0 People of the Book 
(Jews and Christians)! Conte to a word that is just between us and you, that ur worst top none but 
Allah and that we associate no partners with Him , and that none of us shall rake others as lords 
beside Allah, then, if they turn away say, “Bear witness that tve are Muslims. ( Sarah f nrrsr 64) 
Heraclius treated the Prophet s representative (envoy) with dignity but he wanted 
to find out for himself about the Prophets & claim. So he ordered his aides to find 
any person from Arabia that he could ask questions about t he Prophet Aha Sufylln 
bin Hath, the Quraish leader who considered the Prophet $ his enemy, happened to 
be in Gaza with some of his companions on a business trip. They were taken to 
Heraclius who asked them through a translator:** Who among you is the closest relative 
of Muhammad who claims to be a Prophet? ' Abn Sufytin said that he was the closest 
relative. Heraclius asked Abn Sufyan to come forward and answer his questions. He 
also asked Abn Sujyans companions to point out it Abn Sufyan would tell any lie. 
Heraclius then asked Abn Sufyan a series of questions: 

Heraclius: What is his family status amongst you? 

Abn Sufyan: He belongs to a good (noble) family amongst us. 

Was any of his forefathers a king? 

No. 

Has anyone among you made a similar claim before him? 

No. 

Do the rich or the poor follow him? 

It is the poor who follow him. 

Arc his followers increasing or decreasing? 

They are increasing , 

Does any of them become displeased or turn away from his religion after 
having embraced it? 

No. 

Have you ever known him to lie before he started to make his claim? 


Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan: 
Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan: 
Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan: 
Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan : 
Heraclius: 

Abn Sufyan: 
Heraclius: 


Abn Sufyan: 
Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan: 

Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan: 
Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan: 
Heraclius: 
Abn Sufyan: 


No. 

Does he ever betray or break his premises? 

No. We, however ; have a peace agreement with him for the time being, 
and we do not know what he will do during this period. 

Have you ever had a war with him? 

Yes. 

What was the outcome of your battles? 

Sometimes he was victorious and sometimes we. 

W liat does he order you to do? 

He tells us to worship Allah alone , and not to worship anything along 
with Him. He tells us not to follow our forefathers. He commands us to 
pray and to he truthful and chaste and kind to our relations. 
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Hemdius: l asked you about his family and your reply was that he belonged to a 

very noble family. In fact all the Messengers come from noble families 
amongst their respective peoples . Then I asked you whether anyone of his 
ancestors was a king.Your reply was in the negative, and if it had been in 
the affirmative, I would hare thought that this man wanted to fake back 
his ancestral kingdom. I questioned you whether anybody else amongst 
you claimed such a thing, your reply was in the negative. If the answer 
had been in the affirmative, / would hare thought that this man was 
following the previous mans statement. I then asked you whether the 
rich people followed him or the poor. You replied that it was the poor who 
followed him. And in fact all the Messengers hare been followed by this 
very class of people.Thai l asked you whether his followers were increasing 
or decreasing. You replied that they were increasing, and in tact this is the 
way of true faith r till it is complete in all respects . i further asked you 
whether there was anybody who , after embracing Ins religion, became 
displeased and discarded his religion .Your reply was in the negative , and 
in fact this is (the sign of) true faith , when its delight enters the hearts and 
mixes with them completely I further asked whether he was ever accused 
of telling lies before he said what he said , and your reply was in the 
negative. So I wondered how a person who does not tell a lie about others 
could ever fell a he about Allah. I asked you whether he had ever betrayed. 
You replied in the negative and likewise the Messengers never betray 
Then I asked you what he ordered you to do. You replied that he ordered 
you to worship Allah alone and not to worship any thing along with 
Him and forbade you to worship idols ana ordered you fo pray, to speak 
the truth and to he chaste. If what you have said is true, he uni I very soon 
occupy this place underneath my feet and / knew it (from the Scriptures) 
that he was going to appear but l did not know that he would be from 
you , and if I could reach him definitely ; l would go immediately to meet 
him and if I were with him , ! would certainly wash his feet. 

Heraclius thus was close to accepting Islam, but he did not do so tor fear of the loss 
of hisThrone. He therefore sent back a diplomatic reply, pretending that he personally 
accepted Islam but was not in a position to announce this publicly. He sent gifts to 
the Prophet through Dihyah and the Prophet gave them away to the poor 
Muslims in Madlnah. 

Letter to the Negus (an-Najashi) the ruler of Abyssinia 

The Prophet sent ‘ Amr bin Ummaiyah ad~Damri to the Negus (an-Najdshi) about 
Jafar bin Abrlctlib and his companions and sent a letter with him. ! his letter was sent 
before the conquest of Makkah. The translation of the letter is given here: 
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In the name of Allah, the most. Merciful, the most Kmd . 

From Aduliammad, Allah's messenger ; fo the Negus, the King of Abyssinia. Peace be with 
you. / praise Altih, the One, the King , the Praised one , the Peace and (he One Who watches 
over everything . I bear witness that Jesus, son of Mary, was Allah’s spirit and His word given 
to Mary , the Virgin , the chaste. She thus conceived Jesus, whom A Hah created of His own spirit, 
as He created Adam with His own hand. I call upon you to believe in Allah alone, and not to 
make partners with Him , and to His obedience , and to follow me and to believe in that which 
has been revealed to me. I am Allah 's messenger and / call upon you and upon your subjects 
and soldiers to believe in Allah, the Almighty. I have thus conveyed my message and given good 
counsel, It is better for you to accept my good counsel. Peace he upon all those who follow true 
guidance, ” 

'Amr bin Ummaiyah ad-Damr! also spoke to the Negus, saying: 

“Vow are kind to us as one of us , and we trust you as if we. belong to your people Aon have 
met all our good expectations and we feared nothing from you whatsoever. However, we find in 
your own words what supports our case. I'he Bible is our ultimate loitiicss and fair arbiter 
(judge). There can be no clearer evidence or stronger argument. It you do not submit to its word , 
then your attitude towards the Prophet is like the attitude of the Jews towards Jesus, sou of 
Mary. The Prophet has sent, envoys to all people, but he has far greater hopes in you than 
in them. He has trusted you with what he has not been able to trust them with , for your history 
of good deeds. Besides, a fine reward awaits you. ’’ 

The Negus sent a reply to the Prophets letter: 

In the name of Allah, the most Merciful , the most Kmd. 

From the Negus, al-Asham bin A bjar, to Muhammad , A Hah s Messenger. Peace of Allah be 
upon you, O Ihophet of Allah, and mercy and blessings from Allah, beside Whom there is no 
Cod, Who has guided me to Islam. I haw received your letter in which you mention about 
Jesus. By the Lord of Heavens and the Earth, Jesus, son of Mary is nothing more than what 
you have stated.We know that will) which yon ime sent to us ami 1 have extended hospitality 
to your cousin and his companions . I declare that you are Allah's Messenger who tells the truth. 
I pledge my allegiance to you and to your cousin and l have surrendered myself through him to 
the Lind of all the Universe. ” 

Thus, the Negus became a Muslim, and his was the most favourable response 
received by the Prophet fife. 

The rulers of Persia, Egypt and the chiefs of ash-SluVn either ridiculed the 
Prophets envoys or delayed the acceptance of his message on this or that pretext. 

By sending envoys to almost all known areas of his time, the Prophet performed 
his duty of conveying the message of Islam to all the human race of every creed and 
colour. Thus he accomplished his responsibility of being “a mercy to all mankind.” 
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was made to face the enemy from within the city and Salmon al-Fftrisl, a Persian 
Muslim, advised digging trenches around the city to hold the enemy hordes outside 
the boundary of the city of Madtnah.This novel idea was put into effect. 

Deep, wide trenches were dug around Madtnah and it took twenty days to complete 
the digging. Muhammad & himself took part in the digging. After the trenches had 
been completed, the Prophet placed the Muslims in position to defend the city 
from inside. 

An allied force ten thousand strong marched against Madltiah in the fifth year ot 
the Hj/Wi.The number was so large, it appeared as if the enemy forces were advancing 
from all directions — the north, the south, above and below. Thev alighted on the 
outskirts of the city beating drums and chanting their war songs. When they found 
themselves separated from the Muslims by the very deep and wide trenches they 
were surprised. 

The enemy could not understand this new war technique. They were greatly 
astounded. They had no other alternative but to wait but how long could they do 
this? 

A boring wait of about four weeks made them very weary, tired and restless. 
Nothing happened during this long seige except a few exchanges of arrows. Some 
desperate attempts to cross the trench were made, but die vigilant and valiant Muslims 
repelled them. 

The stocks of the enemy’s food and other supplies were depleting and they felt 
worried, anxious and undecided about what to do. 

A treacherous plot was now hatched to instigate a surprise attack on the Muslims at 
night by the Jews of the Banff Quratzah who were still in Madittah at the time. The 
Prophet & heard of the plot and took measures to foil it. He sent a message to the jews 
in Madjnah asking them to think over the consequences of their treachery should the 
.rllied enemy forces be defeated! After the battle of Ahzuh. the Jews of Banff Quraizah 
were beseiged for about two to three weeks following which all male adults were killed 
on a judgement by Su'd, chief of the Am tribe, an ally of the Quraizah. 

Allah, the Almighty; is always with the lovers of Truth. His help is crucial for success. 
The Muslims beseiged in Madfnah badly needed such help. Indeed, they did get that help 
at the time chosen by Almighty’ Allah. 

The vveather changed suddenly. Strong winds, thunder and heavy rain storms 
made the enemy flee in disarray. Soldiers were trampled under the feet of the horses 
and camels in the rush. The hordes eventually fled in a wild frenzy. What a scene it 
must have been! And what a timely intervention by Allah! He is the Most Powerful 
and the Most Wise. He does what He chooses (85:16). 

The enemies were greatly dispirited, while the Muslims were equally relieved and 
elated. The Muslims expressed their gratitude to Allah, the Merciful, for His timely 
help and mercy. 
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Hudaibiyah Agreement (628 CE) 

In the sixth year of the Hijrah ( ), the Prophet & announced his intention to pay 
a visit to al-Ka‘bflh in Makkah for a short pilgrimage (*l He set out with 

1400 of his followers who were under strict orders not to carry any weapons, except, 
their travellers swords, 

1 he Quraish ot Makkah knew full well that the only purpose of the Prophets visit 
was tor pilgrimage, but how could they let the Muslims cuter Makkah when they 
had not been able to enter MadlnalP The Muslims, they decided, must be stopped. 

Plans were put in hand. The top generals - Khftlid and ‘ ikrimah jCU — were 
alerted to he ready with their armies to stop the Prophet and his followers from 
entering Makkah. 

I he Muslims continued their journey to Makkah until they had reached a place 

j •* 

called Hudaibiyah . Steps were taken to find out v\ hat sort of mood the Qumish 
were in; it was clear they were in no mood to let the Muslims into Makkah, they 
were in the mood for a battle. 

The Quraish on their part gathered information about the strength and armoury 
of the Muslims and realised they had come for no other purpose than the pilgrimage 
to al-Kai)ah. Envoys were sent from each side. The Prophet made his intentions 
crystal clear to the Quraish through his envoy but the Quraish misbehaved with the 
Muslim envoy and threatened the Muslims,! he patience of the Muslims was put to 
a severe test. They could teach the Quraish a good lesson even with their travellers 
swords, but Allah’s Prophet ordered them to show extreme restraint. 

The Qumish were determined not to allow the Muslims into Makkah for the 
pilgrimage that year. They made it an issue of prestige and pride. It was humiliating 
for the Muslims, but what could they do? Ailnhs messenger was their leader and all 
Ins steps were guided by Allah, so they had to be followed. 

Eventually, after intense negotiations, an agreement between the Quraish and the 
Prophet & was signed. This agreement is the Hudaibiyah agreement. 

The terms of the agreement were: 

The Muslims would not visit Makkah that year ; but would come a year later and remain 
there for three days only. 

There would be one-sided extradition — die Mtffefetiris taking refuge with the Prophet 
would he handed over on demand to the Quraish, but Muslims taking refuge in Makkah 
would not he handed over to the Prophet 

There would be peace for ten years and during this period Muslims could go to Makkah 
and Ta 'if and the Quraish could go to ash-Sh<lm through the Muslim areas . 

Each party would remain neutral in the event of a rear between the other and a third party. 
Any tribe wishing to sign an agreement with either the Muslims or the Quraish would he 
able to do so. 


a. 


b. 
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The Conquest ot Makkah (630 CE) 

in the seventh year of the Hijrah, an expedition was made against the Jews of Band 
Nadir who had been expelled to Khaihar. Khaibar became the centre of anti-lslsmic 
activities and the Prophet decided to take action against the trouble-makers 
there. After a long seige and protracted battles in a number of different places, the 
fortress of the Jews was conquered. 

The strength of the Muslims was ever on the increase and new followers were 
joimng.The Hudaihiyah treaty gave freedom to the tribes to make agreements with 
either the Quraish or the Muslims. The tribe of Band Khuzd'ah sided with the Muslims, 
while Band Bakr went on the side of the Quraish. 

Two years after the agreement, Batin Bakr attacked Band KhuziVah while they were 
asleep. Baud Khuzd'ah took refuge in al-Kcfbah, but were butchered in the sacred area of 
<j/-Kd 4 Wi.The news of this violation of the treaty reached the Prophet and lie sent an 
ultimatum to the Quraish asking them to accept any of the following options: 

/. to pay compensation for the victims of the Band KhuzB'ah; 

2, to with draw their support for Band Bab; 

1. to declare that the Hudaihiyah agreement no longer holds valid. 

The Quraish did not agree to the first two options and declared the Hudaihiyah 
treaty to be null and void. The Prophet then had no alternative but to take action 
against the Quraish. He set forth for Mukfeali with an army often thousand and took 
care to see that the news of his advance remained a secret. It was the tenth of the 
month of Ramarfatt, in the eighth year of the Hijrah. 

The Quraish had no power to resist the mighty Muslim advance. All the famous 
warriors were now on the Muslim side. How could the QrmnVu fight? They were 
totally demoralised by the might of the Muslim army. 

Ahn Suf'iln. the arch-enemy of the Prophet ^ , saw that there was no route to escape 
1 le asked al-‘Abbti$, the Prophets uncle, to take him to the Prophet Muhammad ® 
granted an unconditional pardon to Ahn SufyZn. Such a generous person was the final 
messenger of Allah to his arch-enemy. Aba Sufydn embraced Islam on this occasion. 

The Muslim army entered Makkah without any unfavourable incident. Inside, 
Makkans locked themselves within their homes and only a few who were unable to 
accept the new situation put up vain resistance. 

The Prophet declared a general amnesty for the entire community of Makkah. 
He forgave them for their past crimes. It was a unique scene! The Quraish could not 
believe it! But even if they were unable to understand, it was the beauty and splendour 
of Isl5m which Muhammad Allah's messenger, was trying to make them understand 

and follow. Now they saw it with their own eyes. It was Muhammad & whom they 
compelled to migrate, called a sorceror, a madman and an apostate; it was the same 
Muhammad ^ who granted a pardon to them at the crucial time of their utter helplessness. 

Now Makkah was safe, peaceful and free ot vengeance and enmity. Everyone enjoyed 
peace and happiness in their hearts. 
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I he conquest of Makkah without any bloodshed is one of the most memorable 
events in Islamic history. The amnesty granted by the Prophet ft was unique and 
unmatched. I he greatness of Islam and its Prophet ft is proved splendidly in the 
conquest of Makkah Where can you find an example of such forgiveness and mercy? 
It is only in Islam, which ensures real peace, happiness and contentment of heart. 

The Prophet stayed in Makkah until the 9th day of Shauwtit in the eighth year of 
the Hijrah. 

The Farewell Address 

The Prophet ft completed his mission and the duty given to him by Allah. He had 
endured every sort of trial and tribulation for the sake of lus Master and Creator. For 
twenty long years he left no stone unturned and did everything he could to make 
the rule of Allah supreme on earth. He carried out this difficult duty on the soil of 
Arabia, a country which was most reluctant to accept the rule of the One God, Allah. 

The system to guide the whole human race for all time was now complete. The 
Prophet ft could feel that his clays were coining to an end. 

After the performance of his last Hay, he delivered His farewell speech at 1 A rafiu 
before about 120,000 of his followers. This speech was one of the most memorable 
and important for its contents in the history of Prophet Muhammad's ft life. 

1 he Prophet ft delivered the speech sitting on his camel and his devoted followers 
listened intently to every word of it. Praising and thanking Allah, Muhammad ft, the 
last and final messenger of Allah said: 

“O people, listen to my words carefully, for I know not whether I would meet you again on 
such an occasion. 

O people, just as you regard this month, this day this city as sacred, so regard the life and 
property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Remember that you will indeed appear before Allah 
and answer for your actions. 

Return the things kept with you as a trust (Amflnah) to their rightful owners. All dues of 
interest shall stand cancelled and you will have only your capital back; Allah has forbidden 
interest, and / camel the dues of interest payable to my uncle af - 'Abbas bin Abdul Mu f tali k 

O people, your wives have a certain right over you and you have certain rights over them. 
Treat them well and be kind to them, for they are your partners and commited helpers. 

Beware of Satan, he is desperate to dwert you from the worship of Allah, so beware of him 
in matters of your religion. 

O people, listen carefully! All the believers are brothers , You are not allowed to take the 
things belonging to another Muslim unless he gives it to you willingly. 

O people, none is higher than the other unless he is higher in obedience to Allah. No Arab 
is any superior to a non-Arab except in piety. 

O people, refect on my words. I leave behind me two things, the Qur\w and my example 
(Sunn ah), and if you follow these, you will not. fail. 
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Listen to me carefully! Worship Allah and after Saiah, observe $awm in the month of 
Ramadan and pay Zaktlh. 

() people , be mindful of those who work under you . (red and clothe them as you feed and 
clothe yourselves, 

( ) people , no prophet or messenger will come after me and no new faith will emerge. 

All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others, and those to others again. ” 
He then faced the heavens and asked, "Have t conveyed the message of Allah to you , O 
people? 1 ' I he audience answered in one voice, Tfa, you have: A fifth is the witness, ” 

As the Prophet finished the following revelation catne to him: 

“ today 1 have perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon you and have 
chosen for you Islam as the way of life. ” (5:3) 

May the Almighty Allah bless us with His Mercy and His ever-rflowing Kindness to 
follow His Dhi only for His sake and only to seek His Pleasure. May He grant us the 
ability to think of our death and shape our life emulating the excellent example of the 
last and final messenger of Allah, Muhammad $$ — the mercy to all creation. Amin. 

I He Sad News 

Back in Afadtnah, the Prophet *§£ was taken ill. His health deter iorated and the illness 
became life-threatening. He was unable to lead $alilh. So, he asked Abu Rakr , his 
closest friend, to lead the $ahlh m his place. 

During his last days of illness, he had terrible headaches and a high fever. The 
illness eventually ended the Prophet ^,the most illustrious personality in the history 
of mankind. 

It was heart-breaking news for the Muslims. At first, they could not believe it; 
l mar bin Al-Khaffnb , one of the dose companions of the Prophet became so 
furious on hearing the news that he threatened to kill anyone who said Muhammad 
££ was dead. It was the depth of his love and attachment to the Prophet & that 
made him behave this way. 

The Prophet ^ was a man (18:1 10). 1 le was mortal 1 le died. However painful, 
sad and upsetting the news was for the Muslims, they had to believe it .Aba Rakr, pale 
and saddened with grief, went in and kissed the Prophet’s forehead. He came out 
weeping to the waiting crowd outside the mosque. He heard what * Umar had said. 
He addressed the crowd with tears in his eyes but with a firm voice: 

“Surely he who worshipped Muhammad should know that Muhammad is dead, but he who 
worshipped Allah should know that Allah is alive and never dies. ” 

He then recited the verse of the Qur'dn, “Muhammad is but a messenger and messengers 
have passed away before him. Will it be that when he dies or is slain you will turn back on your 
heels? He who turns back does no harm to All tlh and All 3h will reward the thankful. ” (3:144) 
These words of Abli Bakr brought the Muslims back to face the hard reality, and 
gave them the confidence and hope they needed. Allah was there to help them and 
the Qur'Hn and the Sunnah of the Prophet were there to guide them. 
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Muhammad fifr; Allah's last messenger on earth and excellent example for mankind, 
breathed Ins last on 12 Rab7‘ulAwuftl t / 1 AH (8th June, 632 CE),at the age of sixtv- 
three. 
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Mission Accomplished 

Fhc victory at Makkah was followed by an expedition led by Khiltid to demolish the 
lemple of al-lJzzn, the battle of Hunain , the seige of Jh’if and the battle of Tabflk. 
During the last two years of the Prophet’s life, laws regarding Zakahjizyah (a tax on 
non-Muslims, who were exempt from paying Zalefih and performing Jilhld, to provide 
for their security), liajj and interest dealings were revealed, 

Muhammad had a mission, a goal to achieve. It was to make the Law of Allah 
hold supreme in all human affairs. His duty was to call people to worship Allah alone 
and none other. His task was to form a society based on the worship of Allah, 
obedience to Tawhld, belief in Risitlah and a firm conviction in the Akhirah. 

Muhammad the Prophet of Allah, superbly accomplished his assigned mission. 

I le started preaching in the centre of idolatry, suffered torture, faced strong opposition, 
tolerated harassment and finally had to leave lus own home and birth place for the 
sake of the truth and the pleasure of Albh, the Creator. 

He fought evil and untruth and never compromised on matters of basic principles. 
He was offered all kinds of worldly allurements and temptations, but lie ignored and 
rejected all such traps arid went on unceasingly to achieve lus assigned duty. 

I le practised meticulously what he preached. His character and demeanour had a 
magnetic quality about them. 1 lis conduct arid behaviour impressed even his bitterest 
enemy. He had a superb personality. His life is the perfect example of total obedience 
to Allah’s commands. 

He was loved by his companions more than anybody else. His was the life of an 
unrivalled leader, teacher, general, statesman, husband, father, friend and brother; 
and, above all, a true and most obedient servant of Allah. 

When he had to fight, he fought for the Truth and never violated the principles of 
war. He showed the highest degree of patience in the face of the strongest provocation 
and incitement. He loved his companions so deeply that they did not hesitate to give 
their lives at his call. 

Muhammad's ^ life is the shining example for us to follow. He left for us teachings 
for all areas and affairs of our life. His life is the complete embodiment of Islam, 
based on the Qur’nn, the complete book of guidance from Allah, 

Muhammad was sent as a Prophet to show mankind the best way to worship 
Allah. During his twenty-three years as Allah’s messenger he fulfilled this duty perfectly 
and meticulously. 
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Birth (i}U\) 571 CE {sec footnote on page 85). Father ‘Abditllilh died before the 

Prophet’s Hy birth. £>, o*^ >r * ji \j ^ 

6 years of age Death of mother Aminah. 
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12 

15 

16 

24 

25 
35 


Grandfather ‘Abdul Muftalib died. 

First business trip to ash-Slulm (Syria). 
Harbul I 'ijflr. 

Member of Wilful FudnL 
Second business trip to ash-Siulm. 
Marriage with Kluulijnh. 

Settlement of al-Hajarul Aswad dispute. 
Prophethood in 610 CE. 
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1st year of 

prophethood Fajr and *A$r prayers 2 rakhihs each. 
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1st— 3rd year 
3rd year 
3rd— 5th yeai 
5th year 
6th year 


Secret preaching of Islam at al-Arqam s house. j* ^ 

Open call to Islnm from Mount $afH. ul*v t S-*-J*s ji^ 1 

Hostility of Mahkan infidels. ^ sjUJi jsu-i 

■ ' ' ''' ’ f .» 

Migration of Muslims to Abyssinia (Ethiopia). j\ 

f jamzah and 4 knar accept lslam^)li j ^ y*-^j * i ja 

7th— 9th year Boycott and confinement by Makkan infidels at Shi ‘In Abl Jftlib, 

Year of Sorrow — uncle Ahfl. Jftlib and wife Khadijah died 

, , . * v , , ^ , »> , , 
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Visit to Th'i j. JclUi 

MPrSj (27 Rajah) — five times daily Salnh made obligatory. 

First covenant of a\~ \ Aqabah , 621 CE. ^ 

Second covenant of al- ‘Aqabah, 622 CE. (pu ) 

Hijrah to Yathrib (Madhuih) 622 CE (27 5^r). 
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10th year 

I ( )th year 

1 Utli year 

1 I th year 
1 2th year 

13th year 
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Life at Madlnah 
1st Hijrah 


, J 5 4jL 


Arr i val at (Juba \ 8 Rahl ‘id A imai jjY L", a , *u ji j£ f *j jjj 

Arrival at Madlnah on a Friday in 622 CL. f -m i>j.\ fJ j ^ 
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3rd Hijrah 


4ili Hijrali 
5tli Hijrah 


Treaty with the Jews. 

Construction of al-Masjidun Nabau*t. 
Establishment of the first Islnmic State. 

Jihad ordained (!2 $afar), 

Ad h <ln and Zaksh introduced. 

Change of Qihlah revealed (15 Sha'ban)'^ 
Ramadan prescribed as month of fasting, 

‘idul iitr (I SIuhiwxI). 

Battle of Badr f / 7 RumnJttu). 

Marriage of VI /r and Ityimah, after Badr. 

Siege of Batin Qaitnujfl 

1st restriction on drinking wine revealed. 

Battle of Uhud (5 Shaunral). 

First order about Rdul (interest) revealed. 
Revelation of laws about orphans, 
inheritance, marriage and the rights of wives. 
Order of Htjnb for women revealed. 
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6th Hijrah 


Revelation of prohibition on drinking wine. 
Battles of Dawmatul Jati dal and Band al-Musfrdiq 
Laws about adultery and slander revealed. 

Battle of AhzZtb. 

Punishment of Batin QuraUah. 

Hudaibiyak agreement. 
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7th Hijrah 




8th Hijrah 


9th Hijrah 


I Oth Hijrah 
1 1th Hijrah 


Letters to rulers of different countries. 

Siege of Khaihar. 

Performance of postponed ‘ Vmrah . 

Laws about marriage and divorce revealed. 

Battle of Mu ’tab. 

Conquest of Makkah (20 Ramadan). 

Battle of Htmiiu (month of Shawwal). 

Siege of Jh’jf. 

Final order prohibiting Riba (interest) revealed 
Battle of Tabnk. 

Order o fjizyah (a tax on non-Muslims) revealed, i^< ^i-i ^ ^ 

Hajj prescribed; 

Farew-ell address (9 Dhul Hniah). \) 

Death of Muhammad S-the Final Messenger of Alin h, on 12 Rabt'ul 
Awaiwl (6.32 CE). ^ ^ ^ 7— *7'* ^ *bj 
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what did you learn? (3a) 



Key Stage 3 (11—14) 

1 . Where and when was Muhammad born? 

2. Who were his father and mother? 

3. What does the name Muhammad mean? 

4. Describe the rebuilding of al-Ka'bah. 

5. What other names were given to Muhammad isjg because of his good character? 

6. Name his first wife. How old were they when they got married? 

7. Name Muhammad's children. 

Key Stage 4 (13-16) 

1. Describe Muhammad's 0& meeting with Bahhft? 

2. How might the important events of Muhammad's childhood experiences have 
taught him compassion? 

3. What was the Hilful budttl? 

4. What do you think impressed Khadfjah about Muhammad 

S What were the titles given to Muhammad by the Makkans before he became 
a prophet? What was ironic about their attitude after he became a prophet? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 . What do you think were the main qualities in the Prophet s ^ character that 
made him a suitable person to receive prophethood. 

2. Discuss the role of young Muhammad 4$ in social welfare activities. What lessons 
can you learn from this? 

3. Choose some of the key events in Muhammad's early life before prophethood, 
and explain their implications for his later life. 
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msmimmmmmm what did you learn? (3 b) 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . When and how did Muhammad become a prophet of Allah? 

2. How is the story of ‘All and the Dinner such a good example tor young Muslims? 

3. Who was an-Nqjtishl? How did the Muslims convince him to give them his 
protection? 

4. Describe the story about ‘Umar’s acceptance of Islam. Why was it such an important 
event in the history ot the early Muslims? 

5. Write down the names of five early male Muslims and five female Muslims. 

6. Why did Prophet Muhammad have to leave Makkah? 

7. Describe the Hijrah of the Prophet 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. When and where did Muhammad ^ receive the revelation from Allah? 

2. Describe in your own words how ten year old ‘Ah accepted Islam. 

3. Write a newspaper article describing the story of the Prophet on Mount 

4. What were the chief results (bad and good) of the Prophet ^ starting to preach 
in public? 

5. Discuss the ways in which the Quraish tried to make the Prophet give up his 
mission. Why do you think they did not work? 

6. What were at- km ' and al-Mi'rQj? 

7. Why did the prophet Sfc leave Makkah? What is this important event called? 

8. Describe the Prophets ££ emigration to Madlnah. Why was this a turning point 
in the spread of Islam? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Describe the circumstances that led to the Hijrah of Prophet Muhammad $ 
from Makkah to Madlnah . 

2. Discuss the reasons behind the hostility of the Makkans to the message of Prophet 
Muhammad 

3. Write an account of al-Mi‘rdj and explain its significance. 


122 


what did you learn? (3c) 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . What is the meaning of: 

a . Mululj i rUti b. A nftlr 

2. What was the first Qiblah (direction of prayer), and what was it changed to? 

3. Which uncle of the Prophet St was martyred during the battle of Uhud? 

4. Who was Salman al-Fnrtsf, and how did he help the Muslims prepare for the 
battle of Ahzflb? 

3. Write about what happened during at- All 'raj. 

6. Imagine you witnessed the conquest of Makkah bv the Muslims. Describe what 
vou would have seen. 

7. When did Prophet Muhammad die? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1 . Why did Madfnah become so important to Muslims everywhere? 

2. Why was Adhnn introduced? Wr ite the sentences which are said loudly at the 
time of Adhfin in English. 

3. How did the Prophet ensure solidarity between the MuhajirfUi and Attfilr in 
Madfnah? 

4. Write in your own words about the Hudaihiyah agreement. 

5. (?ive some examples from the Prophets life in Madfnah that show Islam's 
rejection of any form of racism. 

Key vStage 5 (17-18) 

1. Write an account of the battle of Badr and comment on the outcome of this 
battle. 

2. What vital lessons should we learn from the battle of Uhud? 

3. What were the main features of the Hudaihiyah agreement? In what way was it 
helpful for the Muslims in the long run? 

4. Describe the conquest of Makkah and comment on the general amnesty declared 
by the Prophet at the time of this conquest. 
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what did you leam? (3d) 


m 




Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . What did Prophet Muhammad fit leave behind tor ns? 

2. Write about what makes Prophet Muhammad's fi£ character special. How can 
we learn from his good character? 

* ■ • .• 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Choose five of the important events in the Prophet Muhammad's fit life, and 
explain why they were important, 

2. Describe in detail the character oi the Prophet fife. Use examples ot incidents 
from his life to explain your answer. 

3. What did Muhammad leave behind for our guidance? 

4. Describe any one of the famous battles during the Prophethood of Muhammad 
fife, and explain its importance. 

5. Who were these people, and what part did they play in the Prophets fit life: 
a. Ab(l Iftlib b. Khadljah c.AhflBakr d, ‘All 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 . “ Indeed m the Messenger of Allah, you have for you, the best example. “ (33:2 / ) Explain 
in your own words the meaning of this verse of the Qwr’ffn. 

2. Highlight the important changes made by the Prophet fit to the social structures 
of Makkan and Madlnan society. 

3. Describe the principles established by Muhammad fit for warfare, treaties and the 
treatment of prisoners, and explain their importance for conduct in the 21st 
century. 
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Abu Bakr 

N ow that the beloved Prophet 0$ was dead, who would lead the Muslim 
community? That question was in the minds of all those present at al- 
Masjidun NabawJ. It was a crucial matter — a community cannot function 
without a leader. Without a leader, a community becomes disorganised, indisciplined, 
chaotic, eventually loses its potential and prospects. 

Indeed, so great was its importance that the issue of leadership of the Madinan 
Muslim community had to be decided before Allnh’s messenger could be buried. 

There was much discussion amongst the $ah<Jbah (companions of the Prophet 
After consultation, Aba Bakr was unanimously chosen as the leader of the Muslim 
community. He was the first Khahjah (Caliph or successor to the Prophet ££} of the 
Muslims. Who else could lead the Muslim community at this crucial time except 
Aha Bakr? He was the closest friend of the Prophet ^ and had acted as the Prophet’s 
deputy, leading the prayers when the Prophet 4$ was ill. 

After the election of the Khahfah, the Prophet 4$ was buried on the night of 13 
RabVulAwwal 11 AH. 

Abfl Bakr ) ? real name was 'Abdullah. 1 !e had been given the title of af-$iddhj (testifier 
to the truth). His father, Hlmuln, was known as Abfl Quhilfah and Ins mother, Salmfi, 
was known as Utmnul Khair. He was two and a half years younger than Muhammad 
Alter his election as the Khahfah, Aha Btikr addressed the Muslims witli these wonls: 
"O people, / have been chosen by you as ycirr leader, although l am no better than any one 
of you. If I do any good, give me your support. If I do any wrong, set me right. 

Listen , truth is honesty and untruth is dishonesty. 

Vie weak among you arc the poiverfttl in my eyes, as long as / do not get them their due. 
[he powerful among you are weak in my eyes , as hug as / do not take away from them what 
is due to others. 

Listen carefully ; if people give up striving for the came of Allah, He mil send down disgrace 
upon them. If a people become evil-doers, Allah will send down calamities upon them. 

Obey me as long as l obey Allah and His messenger. If I disobey Allah and His messenger ; 
you arc free to disobey me. " 

Abfl Bakr was asking people to obey him only if he obeyed Allah and His messenger. 
Such was the first Khahjah of the Muslims! Indeed, the world would be a better 
place to live in if we had leaders like Abu Bakr. 

He was the first among the Prophet’s friends to accept Islam and he accompanied 
the Prophet jSfc during the Hijrah to Madlnah. 

Abu Bakr was a trader. He was kind and willing to help others. He freed a number 
of slaves, including Bilal bin Rnhfth, ‘/T mirbin Luhnirah, Umm ‘Ubais, Zinnlrah, Sahdiyah 
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and her daughter. He participated in all the battles which the Prophet had to 
fight against unbelievers. 

Abn Bakr loved his faith more than anything else. At Badr, his son Ahdur RalunUn 
was fighting on the side ot the unbelievers. Alter accepting IslSm, 1 Ahdur Ralimdn 
once said to his father, “O father, at Badr you were twice under my sword, but my love for 
you held my hand back. M To this,/Rfl Bakr replied, “Son, if J had you only once under my 
sword, you would have been no more "So uncompromising was A bn Baler's faith! 

At the time of the battle of labflk, he donated all his belongings to the war fund 
and when the Prophet & asked, " What have you left for your family?'" he replied, 

11 Allah and His messenger ’ A rare example of sacrifice indeed! 

Before his death, the Prophet ^ appointed Usdmah bin Zaid to lead an expedition 
to ash-Shfitn against the Roman (then called Byzantine) army on the northern border 
ot Arabia. The Romans killed the envoy of the Prophet and refused to accept any 
negotiated settlement. Usflmalt could not go on because of die death of the Prophet 
Ufa. A bn Bakr sent Usdmah to complete the expedition initiated by the Prophet 
even though he had to attend to internal problems facing the Islamic state that had 
arisen after the death of the Prophet 

Indeed, the news of the Prophets death made some new Muslims think that 
the Islamic state would crumble, so they refused to pay the ZakSh, These new Muslims 
were not used to their new faith and its requirements. Abfl Bakr declared, “By Allah! 
Even if a single baby goat is due from a man, he must give it. If he refuses J will declare war 
against him. ” 

A number of imposters appeared, causing a great deal of trouble and confusion. 
Already, during the Prophet’s & lifetime, al-Aswad bin Anzah at- Ansi had claimed 
prophethood, and was taken care of by the Muslims in Yemen. Other imposters and 
false prophets were: Musailimah bin Habib, Tulaihah bin Khuwaitid and a woman named 
Sajdli bint al-Htlrith. Malik bin Nuwairah happily sided with the claim of Sajsh. Abfl 
Bakr was quick to take strong action against these imposters. Kltflid bin al-Walld was 
sent to deal with JUlaihah who fled to ash- Sham and later became a Muslim. Malik 
bin Nuwairah was also killed. 

dkrimah bin A hi fold and Shuralihll bin Hasanah were sent to take action against the 
notorious Musailimah , but they were defeated. So Abfl Bakr dispatched Khfllid to 
tackle Musailimah , who by now had married Sajdh. In the fighting that followed, 
Musailimah was killed by Wahshl. Wahsltl had become a Muslim after the conquest of 
Makkah. He felt deep remorse about killing the Prophet’s uncle, Hamzah , at Uhud. 
Killing Musailimah , he thought, would help make up tor his earlier mistake. 

Abn Baku's swift and hold steps saved the Islamic state from the serious threat of chaos 
and confusion. He could now attend to other urgent problems. 

During his Khilnfah (Caliphate), Abfl Baht had to take action against the Persian 
empire. The emperor of Persia, Khosraw ParwTz II (Arabic: Kisrfi ; English: Chosroes II), 
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tore up the letter the Prophet sent to him through ‘Abdullah (wt Hudhxfah and 
demanded that the Prophet & be arrested. However, Khosrau- II was murdered by 
his son, ShJrUyah ( Qubfidh II or Kavadh II) and the whole empire tell into chaos and 
disorder. / hi muz, the Persian governor in 7rJi/, was very hostile and was cruel to the 
Muslims living in his area. 

^ ^ , .1 

Abn Bafer sent al-MuthannU jy2A\) to take action against the Persians in 7n1<p V \is 
forces were insufficient and KlutUd was then sent with reinforcements. 1 he Muslim 
army captured large areas of the Persian empire in several battles, 

Khaltfah Abtt Bakr then turned his attention to the Romans, who were causing 
trouble on the Islamic states north-western borders. The Prophet $ himself led an 
expedition against the Romans and this is known as the Battle of Mu 'tab . 

Abn Bakr dispatched four separate armies under Abn A'haidah bin al -Jar rah, *Awr 
bin at- 'A^Yaztd inn AbJ SufyZtn and Shurahbfl bin Hasanah to deal with Roman power. 

1 he four generals merged themselves into a unit to face the Romans most effectively. 
The Romans hail amassed 150,000 soldiers but the total Muslim army was only 
24,000. Reinforcements were requested and Ahfi Bafcr asked Kfoftbi to hand over the 
command of the Iraqi front to al-Muthanna and rush to the Syrian front to help fight the 
colossal Roman army. 

Abn Bakr fell ill during tins time and he died on 21 Iwmldai Akhirah 13 

AH (22 August 634 GE). His rule had lasted two years and three months. 

The armies met in YWtfih after Abn Bafcrs death during the Khilnfah of 'Umar and 
the Romans were defeated. 

One of the many contributions of Abn Bakr was the compilation of the Qur’ftn 
into one volume. 

Abn Bakr lived a simple, pious and upright life. He was a true servant ofAllnh and 
a meticulous follower of the Prophet 

Abo Rakr’s advice to the Muslim Army 

L Always fear Allah; He knows what is in men's hearts. 

2. Be kind to those who are under you and treat them well. 

3. Give brief directions; directions that are too lon^ ore likely to be forgotten, 

4. Improve your own conduct before asking others to improve theirs . 

5. Honour the enemy’s envoy. 

6. Maintain the secrecy of your plans. 

7. Always speak the truth, so that you get the right advice. 

8. Consult your mm when you arc free to do so; this mil develop participation. 

9. Take suitable measures to keep a watch on the enemy. 

1 0. Be sincere to all with whom you deal 
I /. Give up cowardice and dishonesty. 

12. Give up bad company 
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Before his death, Abn liakr consulted the senior companions of the Prophet and 
selected ‘Iwdras the second Khalijah of the Muslims. 

‘Umar was the son of al~Kha fifth and he is famous in lslnmic history as al-Fftrfkj 
(one who distinguishes between right and wrong). His acceptance of IslSm is notable 
and was mentioned earlier in the Prophet s biography. 

‘I 'mar was a brave and straightforward person. He was tough in Ins attitude and 
uncompromising in basic principles. He was a great and talented ruler. During his 
Caliphate, the frontiers of the Islamic state expanded greatly. 

‘Umar was a strong administrator. He noticed the tremendous popularity of Khftlid , , 
the Commander-in-Chicf of the Muslim forces, and feared the people might think 
too highly of him. So lie removed Khftlid and appointed Abn 'Ubaidah bin al-Jarrfth as 
the Commander-in-Chief. The other reason for this bold decision was to make it 
clear that no one was indispensable and victory in wars was actually due to Allah’s 


help. According to «SVi/Wr Nu'mftnl the deposition oi' Khftlid took place in 17 

AH after the conquest of Syria (ash-Shftm), Some historians, however, maintain that 
this was the first command given by Khalijah ‘Umar. 

Khftlid t who had been given the title of the ‘Sword of Allah’ {Saifullfth - <Iil jdJ) by 
the Prophet it, gracefully accepted the Khahfahs order. He worked as an ordinary 
soldier under Abn ‘Ubaidah. Thus he was an example of the Islamic teaching of 
obedience to leadership. 

Klullid had left al-Muthamift in command of the Muslim forces on the Iraqi front 
when he rushed to Yarmflk. Muthanttft was finding it difficult to counter the enemv 
and went personally to Madtnah to ask Abn Bah for reinforcement, A bn Bah was by 
then on his deathbed. 

Al- Mu thawin'* absence from 'Irftq made things worse. The Persians regrouped and, 
under the command of Rustam , recaptured the Muslim-occupied areas. Rustam sent 
out two columns of his army, one to Hindi and the other to Kaskar. 

( l knar sent Abn ‘Ubaid ath-Thaqafi ( ^ )to deal with the situation and he 
defeated both the Persian columns. Rustam despatched a still larger force, including 
elephants, under the command of General Bahrnan. The two armies fought and the 
Muslims were defeated in the Battle of the Bridge (al-Jisr). 

Khalijah ‘ Umar raised another large army and al-Muthannft regrouped the defeated 
troops. They put up a valiant light and the Persians were defeated this time. 

However, the Persian court raised a larger army still, and forced al-Muthannft to 
withdraw. The report of the new situation was sent to ‘ Umar and reinforcements 
were sent under Sa'd bin Abl Waqqftf .J ^ 

The Persian army and the Muslim army met at Qftdisiyyalt. After a prolonged 
battle on several fronts, the outnumbered Muslim army defeated 120,000 Persian 
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troops nod recaptured Htrah and other areas in 14 AH (636 CL). 

Muslims laid siege to Damascus during the Khildfah of Abfi Bakr. They continued 
after Aha Bakr’s death and the siege lasted 70 days during the rule of ‘f Jmar. Alter this 
long siege. Khnlid took the Romans by surprise and entered the city. The Governor 
surrendered and a peace treaty was signed. 

Meanwhile, ‘Amt bin at- vTs was laying siege to Jerusalem 1 ate r, Khzlid, A hn l Jbaidah 
bin al-JarrJh and others joined him there The Christians had little hope and decided 
to give in. They put forward a proposal to the Muslims that they would hand over 
the city if kh alifali ‘Umar himself came to Jerusalem. 

The proposal was relayed to Madtnah and the Khahfah agreed to go to Jerusalem. 
He started out for the city with one attendant, riding a camel. They rode the camel 
in turns. Sometimes the Khahfah would walk and the attendant would ride and 
other times the Khahfah would ride and the attendant would walk. This is an example 
of equality of rights. The ruler and ruled have equal rights'. The ruler of an Islamic 
state must acknowledge the rights of the citizens over his own rights. 

The Khahfah of the Muslims entered Jerusalem dressed in ordinary clothes and 
tlankcd by the Muslim generals.! he Christians could hardly believe that the Muslim 
leader had arrived; such was the simplicity of Ttowr. He used to live like a very 
humble ordinary man, but he was a strong leader and the most able ruler of his time. 
He had no pride, no pomp and no grandeur. This is the teaching of Islam. This is 
what present-day Muslim rulers have forgotten and what Muslims need to restore, 

A treaty to guarantee the safety and security of the Christians in Jerusalem was signed. 

During the Khililfah of 4 Umar , vast areas of the Roman and Persian empires and 
the whole of Egypt were brought under Islamic rule. 

‘Umar was a gifted orator. He was very concerned for the welfare of the citizens 
under his rule and left a memorable legacy for Muslims after him. 

The second KhaiJfah 4 Umar died after being stabbed by a Persian non Muslim, 
Ftroz , nicknamed Abn Li/7«’. Ihroz complained to ‘Umar about Ins master a l-Mughlrah 
bin Shu ‘hah who imposed a tax on him. ‘Umar heard the details of the complaint and 
told Flroz that the tax was reasonable. This made Ffroz angry and the next day 
during the dawn prayer he struck the Khahfah with a dagger six times, wounding 
him fatally. ‘Umar al-Fftrdq died three days later in 23 AH (644 CE). 

Before his death, 4 Umar appointed a six-man committee to elect his successor 
from among themselves. The six members of the committee were: ‘Uthnuln bin Affuti, 
Abdtir Rahman bin Awf Ail bin Abf jillib, az-Zubair bin a!- Awuflm, Sa‘d bin Abf 
Waqqfif, and Talhah bin Vbaidullah. 

‘Umar al-Fdrtlq ruled the Islamic state for ten years, six months and four days. 
‘Umar’s advice 

/. Do not be misled by someone's reputation. 

2. Do not judge a person only by his petformame of $alfik and $awm; rather look into his 
truthfulness and wisdom. 
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6 . 

7 . 

8 . 

9 . 

10. 
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One who keeps his secrets controls his affairs, 

F : ear the person whom you hate. 

Prudent is he who can assess his actions. 

Do not defer your work for tomorrow. 

He who has no idea of evil can easily fall into its trap, 
lodge a man's intelligence by the questions he asks. 

Less concern for material well-being enables one to lead a free life, 
ft is easier not to indulge in sins than to repent. 

Contentment and gratitude are two great virtues; you should not care which one you get, 
Be grateful to him who points out your defects. 
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The six-member committee appointed by ‘Umar al-FiUHq, after long deliberations 
and consultation, elected ‘UthmiUu the son of l A{idn, as the third Khaltfah of Islam. 

‘Uthtndn was born six years after the Prophet igt and lie belonged to the Umaiyah 
clan of the Quraish. He was a cloth merchant and was very rich. His title was al- 
Ghant (the rich). 

He had accepted Islam o nAbtt Bakrs invitation and migrated to Abyssinia with his 
wife Ruqaiyah (one of the prophets daughters). He acted as the Prophets envoy 
during the Hudaihiyah negotiations. After the death of Ruqaiyah he married V mm 
Kidthum , another daughter of the Prophet c^.This is why he is called Dlmn N (Irani 
(jtjJjljl } — 1 he One with T wo Lights. 

His state policy can be understood from Ins letter to the officers of the Islamic 
army. He wrote: 

“You are the protectors of Islam from the onslaughts of the enemies. ‘Umar had issued some 
regulations which are known to me, In fact, they were drafted in consultation with me. 

Beware! I do not want to hear reports of any transgression by you. Ij you do so, yon will be 
replaced by someone better. You should always be mindful of your conduct. I will watch over 
whatever Allah has entrusted to my care. ” 

He once spoke to the tax collectors with these words: 

“ Allah has created everything with fairness and justice. He accepts only what is right and just. 
Give what is right and take what is right. Trust produces trust. Follow it strictly and do tun be one 
(f those who fail to discharge it. Faithfulness begets faithfulness. Do not oppress the orphans and 
those with whom you have made a covenant. Allah will punish those who wit I do so. " 

Su'd binAbt Waqqdy was the Governor of Ktlfah in lr,iq. Vthmiln dismissed him for 
non-payment of a state loan. He was succeeded by al-Mttghfrah. 

During the Caliphate of ( l JllmiiUi , the rebellion in Adharbaijiln and Armenia was quelled. 
MiFilwiyah, Governor of ash-Shfim, with the help of FbnAbt Sarh , the Governor of Egypt, 
made a naval attack on Cyprus and brought it under Islamic rule. Vast areas of North 
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Africa including Tripoli were brought under Islamic rule during the Kktlnfah of ‘Uthtiuln. 

The Romans, although defeated several times by the Muslim army in the past, 
made another attempt during the Khilnfah of 'UrhniiJti to recapture the territories 
they had lost. 

Constantine, then Emperor of Rilm (Byzantium), made great preparations and 
attacked Alexandria with a naval fleet five to six thousand strong. But the Romans 
were decisively defeated by the new Muslim naval force under the command of Ibn 
Ah\ Sarh Jfj)) and Mu'nunyah 

During the last six years of his Khilnfah , TJthmttn faced internal dissension and 
trouble. This trouble took the shape of a civil war which eventually led to his murder 
by an unruly and angry mob. 

7 tlmuln's Khilfifah lasted for twelve years. I Ic was murdered by rioters on \ riday, 
17 Dhul Hijjah 35 All (656 CE). 

TJtlwidn was a very kind-hearted man. His simplicity and soft heartedness did not 
allow him to take strong action against the trouble-makers and rioters. Above all. 
because of his polite and soft nature, the administration was not as good as it had 
been during ‘Umar’s time. 

1 Uthmnn was a generous man. He used to spend a lot of money for Islam and to 
free slaves. He was a pious man who feared and loved Allah above everything else. 
The compilation of a I Qur'an into a book (mushat was the crowning 

achievement of TJthmttn J s Khilnfah. 



‘7 am the youngest of you. 1 may he a boy : my feet may not he strong enough hut. O Messenger 
of Allah, I shall he your helper. Whoever opposes you, l shall fight him as a mortal enemy, ” 

These were the words of ‘Alt. the cousin of the Prophet and then only a boy of 
ten. He spoke these words before the elders of the Quraish during the dinner hosted 
by the Prophet ^ to invite them to Islam, 

All was the person who risked his life for the Prophet ^ and slept in the 
Prophets bed when the unbelievers laid a siege to the Prophets & house to kill 
him on the night of his migration. 

The same Ah was elected the fourth Khallfah of Islam after TJthmnn. He was the 
son of Abn ftilib, the Prophet s uncle. 

Ah was married to the Prophets daughter, Fntimah (-^ ). They had three 
sons: al-Hasan, ah Husain and al-Muhassiti; and two daughters: Zainab and Umm Kulthtim. 
Al-Muhassin died in his infancy. The Prophet loved ahHasan and ah Husain very 
dearly. 

He took part in the battles of Badr, Ahznb and Khaihar. At Khaibar it was All who 
subdued the Jews by his daring assault. 

'All held many important positions during the life of the Prophet ® and the 
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three Caliphs (KhuldfiH*) before him, 

tie was elected K'fhifrfa/i at a very delicate time, when the Muslim Uniwrih 
(community) was torn by internal strife after the sad incident of the murder of 
‘Uthnnln. the third Khaltfah , had taken place. 

VI fr first concentrated on consolidating his administration and pledged then to 
take action against 7 Jthtntin’s murderers. The supporters of ‘UthrnSn would not listen 
to the Khaltfah until he took action against 7 'thmffn’s murderers, 

I hc murder of 7 Itlunfln had tremendous consequences for Islamic history. It divided 
the once cohesive, united and determined Muslim Ummah into factions who fought 
bloody battles among themselves. The damage to Muslim unity was irreparable. 

The once powerful Islamic army which fought the wrongdoers and rescued those 
suffering from the exploitation and tyranny of the mighty Persian and Roman empires 
had now become seriously involved in internal strife. 

The talented ruler, VI ll, had to spend much of his time pacifying the warring 
factions of the Muslims. He tried his best to reconcile the opposing groups and 
restore peace but without much success. The Ummah was divided and catastrophic 
consequences followed. 

During this turmoil, Vl/r, the fourth Khaltfah of Islam, was finally wounded during 
Sa/and fajr by one Ibn Mu/jam. 'Alt died on Friday, 20 Ramaiton 40 AH (661 CE). 

Vl/r!v rule lasted for four years, nine months and the whole of that time was a 
period of unrest. 

‘Air lived a very simple and austere life. He was a very courageous person and had 
a keen sense of justice. 

'Ah loved learning. He was given the title of Babul 7/m ( JuJI^u)- ‘Gate of Learning’ 
- by the Prophet &. He was also called al-Murtadtt (the one with whom 

Allah is pleased) and Asadullfilt (Lion ofAllnh). 

Some important sayings of ‘‘All 

1. One who knows himself, knows his Creator : 

2. If you love Allah, tear out your hearts love of the world. 

3. The fear of A I hilt makes one secure. 

4. How can you rejoice about this life that grows shorter each hour? 

5. A world-wide reputation can he undone by an hour's degradation. 

6. Three defects make life miserable: 

i. Vindictiveness; ii. Jealousy; Hi. A bad character. 

7. One who is proud of worldly possessions in this fleeting existence is ignorant. 

8. Joy is followed by tears. 

9. Each breath of a man is a step nearer to death. 

10. The best man is he who is most helpful to his fellow men. 

1 1. One who thinks himself the best is the worst , 


12. The hated person is one who returns evil for good. 

13. Virtue is the key to success. 

14. [.earned men live even after death; ignorant men are dead although alive . 

15. There is no treasure like knowledge gained. 

16. Knowledge is wisdom and the educated man is the i vise man. 

1 1 . Experience is knowledge gained. 

IS. He who never corrects himself will never correct another. 

19. Listen, and you will teach yourself: remain silent , and you risk nothing. 

20. One who reflects on A Hah $ gifts, succeeds. 

21. Ignorance harms a man more than a cancer in the body, 

22. One of the signs of a stupid man is the frequent change of opinion, 

23. Sever s peak when it is not the tune for speech. 

24. Beware of backbiting: it sows the seeds of bitterness, and separates you from Allah and 
man. 

25. The best truth is the keeping of promises. 

26. Better be dumb than lie. 

27. Do not flatter, it is no sign of faith. 

28. A hypocrites tongue is dean, but there is sickness in his heart. 

29. Better to be atone than with had company. 

30. Whoever sows good reaps his reward. 

Conclusion 

.1 bn Bakr a$-$iddlq, ‘ Umar al-farth], ‘UtlnmVt al-Gltanf and ‘All al- Mutt ad fl were the 
consecutive successors of the Prophet ft. These four Kiutlafa' are called til- K hula fa’ur 
Rashid fin or the rightly-guided Khulafil'. 

together, these four Khulafft' ruled the Islamic State for about thirty years. They 
are called rightly-guided because they ruled the people of their time exactly in 
accordance with the teachings of the Qur'an and the Sumtah of the Prophet ft. 

Despite the unpleasant happenings, this period of Islamic rule is the golden period 
ot justice unrivalled in human history. Islamic principles were put into practice in 
full during this time. 

A detailed and serious study of the lives of al-Khulafiiir Rash id fin would open before us a 
treasure oj knowledge and experience about the Islamic system of life which could solve the 
present and future problems of mankind. We need to follow the Islamic teachings most faithfully 
in order to get the promised good out of it. Mete Up service to the greatness and beauty of Islam 
will not establish the Islamic system. Even though the projection of Islam using ail modern 
means of communication is commendable, it is only the practice of Islam which will eventually 
make a real impact. 

Let us resolve to understand, practise and preach Islam. Only then shall we ourselves 
find peace and happiness and the whole of humanity be freed from unhappiness and 
injustice. 
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whal did you learn? (4a) 




Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What do the words Khaltfah and Khilftfah mean? 

2. What is the title of Abfl Bakr? 

3. What did he say in his first speech as Caliph? 

4. Name Abfl Uakr’s son who fought against him at the time of Badr. 

5. What is the title of Khaltfah ‘ Umar ? 

b. Name one commander of the Muslim army at the time of 'Umar. 

7. When and how did 'f -Wrdie? 

8. Why do you think die Prophet $ chose Abfl Ifokr as his special friend? 

9. What do you think we can find out about the character of Abn Ifokr by studying 
his twelve points of advice? 


Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1 . What is the meaning of at-Khulafi’ur Ritshidnn? 

2. Who were the false prophets against whom Khali fob Abn Ifokr fought? 

3. What did Abn Bakr say to his son after the battle of Hadr? What can we learn 
from this? 

4. Who were the members of the committee formed by Khaltfah ‘Umar to elect his 
successor? 


5. Write a newspaper article describing Khaltfah 'Umars visit to Jerusalem? 

6. Discuss some incidents from Abn Ifokr’s life that can inspire us all. 

7. What important lessons can be learnt from Khaltfah ‘Umar's twelve points of 
advice? 

8. Describe Vmar’s character using specific incidents to explain your answer. 


Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 . Discuss the importance of leadership in the Islamic community. Why does Islam 
prefer elected rulers to a hereditary monarchy? 

2. Why was the speech that Khaltfah Abfl Bakr delivered after his election unusual 
in relation to leaders of the world today? 

3. Why was Khalid bin al-Walld replaced as Commander-in-Chief of the Muslim 
army? 

4. In Islam, the leader is really the servant of the community. What are the dangers 
and temptations that might corrupt a ruler? 
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■hhhmmbi what did you learn? (4 b) kwkmhur 

Key Stage 3 (11-t4) 

1. What were the titles given to ‘Ah by Allah and the Prophet Sfc: 

2. ( boose ten points from Khahfah ‘Ah's 30 points of advice and explain why you 
think they are important, 

3. Select one example from each Khahfah to show their noble characters. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What did Khahfah ‘Uthmfln write to the officers of the Islamic Army? 

2. What title was given to Khahfah ‘UthmBtt? 

3. Name the daughters of the Prophet ^ who married Kluihfah ‘l JtlwiRn and Kluihfah 
‘Ah. 

4 What was Mu ‘tiwiyah f s post when Vthmtiti was the Kluihfah? 

5. Which countries came under Muslim rule whilst * Uthnnln was the Kluihfah? 

6. Who was the father of Khahfah ‘Ah? 

7. Name the children of Fflfimah and ‘All. 

8. When and how did Kluihfah ‘Ah die? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Examine the roots of the civil troubles whilst ‘IhlwilUi was the Khahfah , and 
discuss his response. 

2. What observations could you make about the Khitftfah of ‘A If? W hy do Shiites 
claim him as the first Khahfah? 

3. Discuss the concepts of democracy, hereditary control, tyranny and nationalism, 
as seen in the light of Islam. 
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Three Great Muslim women 


SSiiNMMMMMHtti 


Khadijah 


4 ■ 


MM 


“"W «r ’Then none believed me, Khadijah did. She made me a partner in her wealth. ” 
% / f hose are the words of Prophet Muhammad §£ about his first wife 

T f Kltadljatul Kulml (jJji l^o>) (Khadijah the Great). 

Khadijah, the daughter of Khuwailul , was born \ 5 years before the year of the 
elephant, in 555 CE. Her mother was Ffifimah hint Zaiduh. 

She was a noble, fine-nacured wealthy lady of Makkait. She married the Prophet 
# when she was 40 and he was 25. They had six children: two hoy’s, ah Qdsim and 
‘Ahdulhih (also kijpyyn as lilhir and Idiyfh), and four girls, Zainab Ruqaiyah , 
Umm Knlrhum and FUfimah . 

Khadijah Uvea with the Prophet £j£ for 25 years and was his only wife during that 


time. 


When the revelation came from Allah and Muhammad was made the Prophet, 
it was Khadijah who immediately accepted the faith and became the first Muslim. 
She was 55 years old at that time. Her acceptance of Islam greatly helped its spread 
among the Makkans. She stood by the Prophet all the time. In moments of trial 
and tribulation the Prophet & was consoled and comforted by her. She did all she 
could to help the Prophet carry on his mission (dahvah). 

Khadijah f s wealth was used for the cause oflsIam.The Prophet $ remained busy 
in preaching Islam and his devoted and loving wife looked after the children and 
family affairs. 

The Prophet Ufa and Khadijah had many sorrows. They had to bear the death of 
their sons al-Qckwi and ‘Abduilzh in their infancy and in the fifth year oi the prophethood 
their daughter Ruqaiyah migrated to Abyssinia with her husband, ‘Utlwiflti bin ‘AffUn. 

Ruqaiyah left her parents at the age of 12 and returned after four years; that time 
was a long and painful separation tor her mother. Khadijah. 

During the prophethood, the Quraish did all they could to stop die Prophet 
preaching Islam. None of their resistance worked. The Prophet continued his 
mission, relying on Allah. Khadijah was his source of encouragement and comfort. 
She also had to bear enormous strain and suffering during die boycott at Shi'biAbl 
jdlib for three years. 

The great Muslim lady Khadijah, the first Muslim, died on 10 Rama oil n in the tenth 
year of the prophethood, 620 CE, at the age of 65. Her death was a great loss to Prophet 
Muhammad He said, '7 cannot bear the scene. I believe i hat Allah has kept much good in 
it.” He loved Khadijah so dearly that after her death he used to remember her often. 

The angel fibril'll used to bring salilm (greetings) for her from Allah. 
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FiJtimatuz Zahrfl ’ became so sad at her mother’s death that she stuck to her father and 
continued crying,** Where is my mummy? Where is my mwmnyVA he Prophet consoled 
her and told her of the good news of Khadljah’s acceptance by Allah in Paradise. 

Muslim ladies should emulate the example of Khadijah who loved her husband dearly 
and did everything for Allah’s sake. Any Muslim of today would feel proud to have such 
a wife. Muslim ladies like Khadijah, could bring abour a real change in the present day 
chaotic world. 

F'dfimah was the youngest of the four daughters of the Prophet Afc, She is known as 
Saiyidatun Nisfi (Leader of the Women), and one of her titles is az-Zahn 1' (radiantly 
beautiful), which is why she is also called Ftlfimatuz Zahnl' She was born live years 
before the prophethood of Muhammad $ (60S CE),and migrated to Madhiah after 
the Prophet with her sisters and step-mother Sawdah. 

After the death of her mother, Khadijah . she served her father with total devotion 
and love. The Prophet ^ loved her very much and kept her with him in deep 
affection. She was loved by all the wives of the Prophet ife. She looked like Khadijah 
and this reminded people of her great mother. 

lilfimah was married to 'All after the battle of Badri n a simple marriage ceremony. 
The guests were served dates and drinks made from honey. She was about 18 years 
old, though some say she was only 15 at the time. 

Her married life was happy and peaceful. AIL her husband, respected her and the 
Prophet &£ always advised F'Jfimah to obey and serve her husband in every respect. 
She kept her house clean and tidy, giving it a simple and pure look, There was always an 
atmosphere of peace and quiet. 

Fflfimah and her husband had five children: three sons, al-Hasan , al-liusaiti and a l 
Mulmsin; and two daughters, Zainab and l Jmm Kulthttm. Al-Muhassin died while still 
a baby. 

According to Ahadfth (plural of Hadftii ), Fcltimaii was regarded as a great and respected 
lady by the women of her day because of her delightful personality, kindness, politeness 
and dignity. 

The Prophet said, “Among the women of the whole world, four are great: Khadijah , 
Filt i mah , Maryam (Mary) and Asiyah (wife of Fir ‘awn j Pharaoh /).” 

FSfimah resembled her father very closely in habits, traits and in conversation. 
When she came to any meetings of the Prophet he used to get up for her and 
make room for her to sit by his side. 

Fct fi mah took part in the battle of Uhud and nursed the wounded Muslim soldiers. 
She bandaged the wound sustained by the Prophet ^ during the battle. She also 
took part in the conquest of Makkah . 

The Prophet ® was always seen off by Fatimah when he was going out from 
Madlttah and was met by her when he returned home. 


Fatimah died a few months after the death of the Prophet ^,on 3 RtwmlflH in 1 1 AH 
at the age of 30. Before her death she willed that her body be carried for burial prayers 
in such a way that no one could recognise whether it was the hody of a male or female. 

Since she died so soon after the death of the Prophet ££, she could narrate no 
more than eighteen or nineteen Ahudlth. 

Filli imi h was an ideal Muslim daughter, a wife and a mother. I ler life should he an 
example for Muslim females of all ages. 



This great Muslim lady was married to the Prophet ^ after the death of his first 
wife, Khadljah. She was born in 613 or 614 CE, the fourth year of the Prophet's 
mission, and was married to the Prophet ® when she was nine, although she only 
went to live with him when she was 12 (some say at 15). 

Her father was Abu Bahr, the closest friend of, the Prophet and the first Khallfah 
of Islam. Her mother was Umm Rumman (jk*j S) . 

A'ishah was a great Muslim lady. She was very talented and had a wonderful 
memory. She had a great love ot learning and became noted for her intelligence, 
learning and sharp sense of judgement. 

She grew up in an Islamic environment. Her father was a great Muslim and the 
Prophet & himself was a frequent visitor to their house. She became a Muslim as 
soon as she reached the age of reason and understanding. 

During her childhood, A’ishah memorised quite a number of Sflrahs of the Qur'an. 
Her father was a man of learning and she inherited his love of knowledge. 

A’ishah and her elder half-sister, Aswfi\ helped in packing for the famous Hi j rah 
of the Prophet to Madina h. 

A'ishah was fortunate to be trained under the care of the greatest teacher of 
mankind, Prophet Muhammad This training made her one of the most notable 
Muslim ladies in Islamic history She was totally devoted to the Prophet St, her 
husband, and he loved her very dearly. 

She loved and enjoyed serving her husband. She used to do the household work, 
including grinding flour and baking bread. She would make the beds and do the 
family’s washing. She always kept water ready for the Prophets ablutions before 
prayer. This was significant in 7th century Arabia where water was scarce. 

The Prophet ^ did not love her only for her physical beauty but also for her 
intelligence, sound judgement and personality. She liked what the Prophet iked 
and disliked what he disliked. 

If A'ishah loved anyone more than her husband Muhammad it was Almighty 
Allah. This vvas the teaching of the Prophet 
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The Prophet S* used to live a very simple life. There were occasions when the 
family had nothing to eat and times when guests were served with whatever they 
had while they went hungry themselves. They believed the comfort of the life after 
death was more important to them than the comforts of this world. This also is the 
teaching of Islam. 

Vishah used to pray with the Prophet . T hey would remain standing for long 
hours in prayer, weeping, sobbing and asking Allah’s forgiveness. 

The Prophet fell ill in 11 AH and 'A^ishah nursed him with all the love and 
care of a devoted wife. He died in her lap. 

'A’ishah was also present at her father’s death bed. Abtt Bab asked her how many 
pieces of cloth were used to bury the Prophet £& and she told him three. He asked 
his daughter to wrap him also in three sheets for burial. 

‘A 'ishah saved the place beside her fathers grave for her own burial but, after the 
injury which was to prove fatal, ‘Umar the second Klmllfah of Islam, sent his son 
4 Abdullah to A 'ishah to ask her permission tor him to be buried beside Abfl Bake. She 
agreed to 'Umars wish, saying, u Today l prefer 'Umar to myself:' which shows her 
genorisity and selflessness. 

‘A’ishah always stood for the truth. She taught I slim to many people men and 
women. She was an authority on many matters of Islamic Law, especially those 
concerning women. She narrated 2,210 Ahildtth. She died at the age of 67 on 17 
Ramadiln, 58 AH. 

Her life shows to what heights a Muslim woman can rise. Before Islam, women 
had a low status in society; Islam gave them a very high status. 

Islam wants to see a woman develop her talents and contribute to society as a 
mother and a wife and to remain loyal and chaste. Muslim women can rise to 
prominence within Islam. Allah the Creator has fixed their rights and duties according 
to their nature and biological make-up. 

' A’ishah life is an example for young Muslim girls, who should try to follow her 
devotion and love for her husband and her special aptitude for knowledge and learning. 



139 



what did vou learn? {si 

J 

Key Stage 3 (11—1 4) 

1. Give two fact* about KhadTjah before she married the Prophet 

2. How long did she live with the Prophet 4£? 

3. When did she die? 

4. What did the angel jibril'll used to do for KhadTjah? 

5. Who is called Saiyidatuit Nisn’ and why? 

6. Name the four great women of the world according to the Prophet #? 

7. In which battle did Fatimah take pare: 

S. Who was *A'isliah V father? 

0. Choose one ol the great Muslim women and describe something from her life 
which you really admire. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Discuss the contribution of the great Muslim lady KhadTjah towards the cause of 
Ishm. 

2. What were the special qualities oi Ffitinnih. the youngest daughter of the Prophet 

#? 

3. Write a short narrative on the life of ‘A’ishah, up to the death of the Prophet 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Allah granted enormous rights and responsibilities to Muslim women. Discuss 
the various attitudes of Muslim men towards these rights and responsibilities, 

2. Contrast the status of women in the pre-EsIamic period with that in an Islamic 
society. How does that transformation compare to present-day developments in 
the status of women? 
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Stories of Some Prophets 6 

“ There is a lesson for the men of understanding in their stories/* (12: ! 1 1} 

!-**■■:* Adam >&JsS mmmammmmmmmmsm 

L ong, long ago, Allnh announced to the Angels and Jinn that He would create 
human beings to worship Him and live on the earth; “/ am going to place my 
KhalJlah (deputy or agent) on earth . " (2:30) 

The angels asked, “Will You place therein someone u ho will make mischief and shed 
Mood, while we praise You and glorify You? ” (2:30) Allnit replied, *' Surely l know what you 
do not know “(2:30) The angels were silent. 

Allnh informed the angels, “1 am about to create a mortal being (Bashar) from clay. When 
l have fashioned him and given him life, you must prostrate before him ' (38:7 1-72) 

Allnh created Adam from day and gave him the best of forms. He then commanded 
the angels and Jinn to prostrate before Adam. 

The angels obeyed; they never disobey Allnh. But Ihlls . who was one ot the Jinn 
(18:50), refused to prostrate. Allnh asked, “What prevailed you from prostrating before 
that which l have created?" Ihlls replied, “lam better than him. You have created me from fire 
but him You created from clay. (7:12; 1 5:32 33) I hs pride led him to disobey Allnh, 
Allnh then said, “ Get out of here. You arc an outcast. My curse is on you till the Day of 
Judgement.” (15:34 35) 

Ihlls vowed to misguide Adam and his children (7:14—18). But, as you know, Allah 
has given man knowledge and guidance to distinguish between right and wrong to 
avoid being misguided. 

Allnh taught Adam some names and asked the angels to say those names (2:31), 
1 he angels said, “( x lory toYou , we do not know more than You have taught us. Surely You are 
Aik Knowing and the Most Wise.” (2:31) Allnh then asked Adam to say those names, 
and he did so (2:33). 

Turning to the angels, Allah said, “Did 1 not tell you that I know everything that is in the 
earth and the heavens and I also know whatever you disclose and whatever you hide?” (2:33) 
Allnh then asked Adam to live in al-Jannah (Paradise). He had everything to enjoy. 

But he was alone. So Allnh created HaimY o* » (Eve) as his wife. Now, Adam was 

happy and living in al-Jannah . 

Allnh said to Adam , “Live with your wife in al-fannah. Bat freely whatever you like in 
here , But do not go near that tree. “ (2:35) This was intended to test them and teach them 
self-control. Allnh also wanted to see whether they used the knowledge given to 
them to save themselves from the tricks of Ihlls. 

Ihlls was trying hard to misguide Adam and HawwiJ \ At last, he succeeded and 
tempted them to go to that tree. As soon as they had eaten from the forbidden tree. 
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Adam and Haum 7' realised they were naked. Until then, they did not know what 
nakedness was. They had no cause to be ashamed of it. But now they felt ashamed. 

1 hey tried to cover themselves with leaves and tried to hide. But there was nowhere 
they could hide from Allah, the All-knowing (7:20—22; 20:1 16-122). 

Adam and Hmvwn' asked Alin hs forgiveness and it was granted. They prayed: 

“Our Lord , we have wronged oumlves, and it Yew do not forgive ns and grant us mercy, 
surely we shall he losers. " (7:22) 

Allah then commanded Adam and Hamvfi' to go down to earth and live there. He 
was very kind and taught them the way to seek forgiveness (2:38-30). 

He also told them that He would send guidance for them, so that they would not 
deviate from the Right Path. 

Allah revealed guidance to Adam and he was made the first prophet on earth. There 
are important lessons for us to learn in this story. 

mmmmmmmmmmmmm NUh (Noah) >& mmmmm awunmniiiku 

Many hundreds of years passed after Adam, and the earth was filled with his children. 
As time passed, the children o i Adam forgot Allah and started to worship statues 
made of stones. They became bad and would lie and steal and some became mean 
and greedy. 

Allnluhe most Merciful, sent Nfl[i to those people to bring them back to His worship. 
Nnh invited the people to come back to Tawlild. He asked them to give up idol worship 
and all the other vices which were ruining them. He warned them about the Day of 
Judgement (7:59-64). 

Nnh tried his best for many years to guide his people to worship Allah but they 
would not listen. They laughed at him, mocked him, despised him and called him 
crazy and a liar (26:105, 45:9). 

Nnh lived for 950 years (29:14) but during this long period of time only a few 
people responded to his call. Even bis sou and wife did not believe in him. 

Nnh was tired and shocked to see the stone-heartedness of his people. I le became 
so displeased with the stiffness of their opposition to the truth that he ultimately 
prayed to Allah, “O Lord, leave not upon the land any one front the unbelievers. ” (71:26) 
He cried unto bis Lord saying, ‘T am vanquished, so give help. " (54:10) He also prayed 
to Allah to rescue him and his followers (26:118). 

Almighty Allah accepted N Rifs prayers and asked him to build an ark Nftlj started 
to build the ark. It was not an easy task but Prophet Nnh persevered (1 1:37). When 
the people saw Nnh building the ark they laughed at him and thought that he must 
have gone mad. They could not see the reason for building so huge an ark hundreds 
of miles away from the sea (1 1:38). 

“What is the ark for?“ they asked. Soon they were to find out. It was Allah's plan to 
cleanse the whole land of unbelievers except the ones who believed and helped Nnh. 
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Nnh told the mockers that a flood would soon overcome them and they would 
have no place to rake shelter. The people laughed even more. But Allahs plans soon 
materialised and the disbelievers saw it happen before their own eyes. 

After many days of hard work, the ark was complete and Allah asked Nnh to take 
a pair (one male, one female) of all animals into the ark. He and his followers boarded 
afterwards (11:40-41). 

Suddenly the skies became (lark, ft began to thunder and rain. Water poured from 
above and gushed up from the ground. It rained and rained until the whole land was 
flooded. Every living thing drowned except those that were in the ark. which was 
floating on the water (54:11-15). 

1 he flood water lasted five months and it destroyed all the disbelievers. Even 
Nnh's own son (an unbeliever) was not saved, Nnh had asked permission from Allah 
to take his son in the ark but this was refused. He was told that an unbelieving son 
was no part of his family. Nah felt remorse for asking Allah to rescue his son. He 
begged Allah to forgive him. Nnh and his followers were safe in the ark (1 1:45-47). 
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At last, the skies began to clear and the ark halted at Mount Jfidiyy (in Turkey), Ntth 
and his followers disembarked (1 1 ;44).Thus Allah saved Sflh and his followers (29; I 5). 

Allah bestowed prosperity and abundance on Nnh ’$ children. They spread all over 
the earth (1 1 :48). 

Such is the dreadtul punishment meted out to the disbelievers. Allah savs in the Quran, 
“We drowned time who denied our signs. Lo f they were (such) blind folk.'' (7:64) We should 
take a lesson from this storv that disobedience to Allah leads to total destruction! 

4 

Ibrahim (Abraham) mmmmmmammmm 

Ibrilhlm, known as KhdlllulLlh (friend of AUrsh, 4:125) Jived in the country south of 
present day ‘Irilq. His father, Azar, used to make statues and sell them. The people of 
the area used to worship these statues, which they had made themselves. 

Ibrahim was an intelligent young man. It was strange for him to see people bowing 
down before stone idols which could neither move nor talk. They could not even 
drive away the flies which sat on their eyes and noses, Ibrahim wondered why people 
were so foolish to worship such powerless statues, which were kept in temple. 

Ihrilhfm's enquiring mind was in search of Allah. I ic thought and thought It occurred 
to him that the shining moon might be his Lord. 

But when the moon vanished he said to himself, “So, a mulshing thing cannot be my 
Ijord . " He looked at the sun and said, *7/ is the biggest and it is my Lord, ' But when the 
sun also went down, Ibrahim said to himself, “So, this cannot be my Lord . " He came to 
the conclusion chat only the Ever-lasting, Ever-present and All-knowing Almighty 
can he his Lord. The stars, the moon and the sun cannot be the Lord (6:76-77). 

Ibrahim once asked his father, u O my father, why do you worship idols which cm neither 
speak nor hear?" Azar became angry and warned //ml/iim not to ask such questions. 
Ibrilhlm wished he could show his people the stupidity of worshipping idols. 

He thought of an idea which would give the people a practical lesson. Once, 
when people were busy celebrating a festival. Ibrahim went to the temple where the 
idols were kept. 

He asked the idols, “How do you do? Here is food and drink . Why don V yon help 
yourselves ?” The stone idols were silent, of course. 

Ibrilhlm now took an axe and began to break all the idols except the biggest which 
he spared for a purpose. When he had finished, he left the axe hanging round the 
neck of the biggest idol (21:5K), 

On their return from the festival, people came to the temple to worship the idols 
and were astonished to see the pitiful condition of their gods. They were shocked, 
grieved and furious. “Who has done this mischief ?" they asked themselves. 

They thought of J/mT/irm, the only one who talked disrespectfully about the idols. 

I hey confronted Ibrilhlm, asking “Who broke the idols?" Ibrahim calmly replied, 
“Ask the biggest one. "The people knew that the idols could not talk. They said, “O 
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//ml/;rnj, don't you know that the idols can't talk?'’ Mum retorted, “Why do you worship 
them, then ? They rmff talk, move or understand anything. Why do yon ask them for favour'' 
The people had no answer. They were sure that it was Ibrahim who broke the idols. 

I hey could not let the matter rest easily. They called a meeting and decided to burn 
Ilmlhlm alive. They! had to defend their gods (21:59- 68). 

However, Ilmlhlm was favoured by Allnh, so nothing could harm him as he had 
done the right thing. 

A big fire was prepared and Ibrahim was thrown into it. But a miracle happened! 
Ihe fire did not burn him. Allah protected him. People were amazed to see it and 
they could not believe their eyes. But it was so. Ibrahim was safe and his persecutors 
felt sad and helpless (21 : 69—70). 

In this way Ibrahim was given the light of the truth by Allah. Ibrfthlm was a messenger 
and servant of Allah (16:120—1 22; 19:41) He loved Allah more th an anything else. 
He was ready to sacrifice his son Ismd 'll on Allah’s command. Allah accepted Ibrahim 
readiness and sent a ram to be sacrificed instead (37 : 1 01 — 1 07). 

We observe the festival of ddul Adha to commemorate this. 

U was Prophet Ibrahim who rebuilt al-Ka'bah in \Iokkah with his son Ismail (22:2b- 
27; 2:125-129; 14:35-37). 

14 


'ji 



* 


Musa (Moses) «s» 


m&cmmmimmm 


Maul, the son of 7wn7M, was born in Egypt 450 years after V]7 sk/ (Joseph). In Egypt 
at that time the kings were known as Fir'aum Sf/ (Pharaoh). 

The followers of Prophet Ya'qtib (Jacob), father of Prophet YUstif, are called Band 
ton'll (Israelites). Band ton'll had lived in Egypt since the days of Prophet YtisuJ. 
Prophet Ya'qdb was known as ton'll. 

Fir'awn, the ruler of Egypt, looked upon the Band Is mi I as ‘foreigners’ and treated 
them harshly. He feared that one day the Band toil'll would grow in number and be 
powerful. So Fir'ami issued orders to kill every male child born in the family of 
ton'll (28:4-6). 

Mdsd was born during this critical time. His mother managed to conceal him for 
three mouths and when she could not manage any longer, she was inspired by Allah 
to put Mton into a waterproof basket and throw it into the river (20:38-39). Maryam, 
Alton's sister, was asked to watch the floating box from a distance to avoid suspicion 
(28:11). 
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The box reached the other shore and one of the members of Fir*aum’s family 
picked it up and was excited to find a lovely baby boy inside, MdsS was then taken to 
Fir l awris wife and she was very glad to have the baby and adopted him (28:8-9). 
Mm's sister went to Fir^wn's palace and suggested a nanny to look after the baby, a 
woman who would be suitable to suckle him. this woman was none other than 
Mart's mother (28:12). 

So Mflstl came back to his mothers lap. This is how Allnh protects whoever fie 
wills, 

Mtlsii grew up in Fir ‘awn’s house and during this time he came across an Egyptian 
who was beating an Israelite. Masa gave the Egyptian a blow and killed him accidentally 
(28:15). 

He lelt Fir ‘amis house and went to Madyan (Midian) (28:22 28). He stayed there 
for ten years before moving on to Jitwfi, a valley at the foot at Mo wit Sinai . Here. 
Mas<l received divine guidance and was selected as a messenger of Allah (28:30). 

Allnh bestowed on Mfisd two signs: a ‘stick 1 which, when thrown down, would 
turn into a living serpent, and the ability to make his hand shine after it was drawn 
out from under his arm (20:17-22). 

Allah commanded Mflsfl to go to Fir‘awn and invite him to Tawhui (20:42-44). He 
begged Allnh to make his brother HdrUn his helper and Allnh granted his prayer 
(20:24-36). 

Mflsd and Hfirfln went to Fir'aum. They exhorted him to obey Allnh and grant the 
Israelites their freedom. Fir ‘awn refused to do either (20:47-54; 26:16-17). 

Instead, he made fun of Ate. Mtisd showed his signs to impress upon Fir 'awn that 
his message was true. He threw his stick to the ground and it changed into a serpent. 
iVfnsil picked it up and it turned back into a stick. Fir f <mw and his followers were 
amazed to see this, but he thought that Mnsti was a magician and challenged him to 
tace his own magicians who could show ever more stunning magic (26:23-37). 

On the appointed day, the magicians of Fir ‘awn were badly defeated. The false 
snakes they produced by their sticks were all swallowed up by the serpent of Mfisil s 
stick. Fir ‘awn and his magicians could hardly believe their eyes. His magicians bowed 
to the truth and professed their faith in Allah (26:38-47). 

Fir ‘awn became angry and began to torture the Sana Isrd'll even more. 

It was during this time that Allah commanded Mfisd to leave Egypt with his followers 
(20:77). Mflsfl asked his followers to get ready and they slipped out at night to avoid 
Fir ‘aim's attention and reached the shore of the sea. They were chased by Fir ‘awn 
and his soldiers. They almost caught the Israelites, in front of whom was the mighty 
sea. At this moment, Allnh ordered M/M to throw his stick in the water and, as he did 
so, the sea was divided into two and a road was ready in the middle, allowing the 
Israelites to cross (26:52-65). 

Fir 1 awn followed in hot pursuit. MflsS and his people safely reached the other 
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shore. Fir 'aum and his soldiers were still in the middle of the sea when suddenly the 
water on both sides began to pour over them. 

Fir '(Him and his soldiers were drowned (26:66). 1 his is how Allnh punishes 
transgressors and helps His servants. 



Isa (lesus) m ^ 



I he Band Isrfl’tl were given many favours by Almighty Allah but they were very 
ungrateful, They violated Allah's orders, ridiculed the prophets and even killed some 
of them. They started to worship idols and made a mockery of Allah's message. 

Allah, the Merciful, again sent a prophet to bring them to the right path. This 
prophet was 7*7, son of Maryam (Mary) (2:87). Allah bestowed on him the Injll (Gospel) 
and 'hit confirmed what was in the Tawrfih (Torah) (5:46, 61:6), 

Prophet 'Isa had a miraculous birth. He was born of the virgin Maryam (Mary) 
without a father, by Allahs command (19:17-21). Allah can do anything He likes. 
Everything is possible for Him. When He wants to get something done, He only 
says, ‘Be’ and there it is (2: 117). 

We know that Adam was created by Allah without a father and a mother. So, it was 
no wonder that Allah could create 7*7 without a father. 

7*7, born of virgin Maryam , could talk even as a baby. He was made a prophet 
when he was 30, and he did his duty as a prophet for three years (19:29-34). 

Allah endowed him with some miraculous powers. He could make birds out of 
clay, heal leprosy within minutes, restore the eyes of the blind and also make the dead 
come alive. He could do all these miracles by the mercy ofAllah.l he Qur 'an mentions 
the miraculous powers and the birth of 7$£ in SPrah Ali ‘Imnln: 

“(And remember) when the angels said: O, Mary ! Allah gives you the glad tidings of a word 
from Him , whose name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary ; illustrious in the World and the 
Hereafter and one of those brought near (unto Allah). 

He will speak to mankind in his cradle and in his manhood , and he is of the righteous. 

She (Mary) said: My Lord ! How can I luwe a child when no mortal has touched me? He 
said, So (it will be). Allah creates what He wishes. Ij He decrees a thing , He says to ft only: Be, 
and it is. 

And He will teach him the Scripture and wisdom , and the Torah and the Gospel. 

And will make him a messenger to the Children of krfl'li, (saying): ! come to you with a 
sign from my Lord. See! I fashion for you out of clay the likeness of a bud, by Allah's leave. I 
heal him who was born blind and the leper, and / raise the dead , by Allah's leave. And I 
announce to you what yon eat and what you store up in your houses. Here truly is a portent 
for you , if you are to be believers. 

And l come to you confirming what was before me oftheTorah, and to make lawful some of 
what was forbidden to you. I come to you as a sign from your Lord , so keep your duty to Allah 
and obey me. 
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Allah is my Lord and your Jjird, so worship Him. That is a straight path. '* (3:45-5 1) 
He asked the people to obey Allah alone but some of his followers made fantasies 
about him and they considered him a part of Allah, even a son ot Allah (3: 1 16-1 17). 

Muslims believe in ‘hi! as a prophet and a servant of Allah (43:59). They do not 
believe that he is the soti ot Allah. Allah does not have a son or daughter. He is not 
like any of the creatures. There is none like Him. Allah is One and Indivisible.Tliere 
is no idea of a Trinity m Islam (4: 171). Trinity is clear partnership (Shirk). Muslims 
believe it is a big sin to say anyone is the son ot Allah (5:17; 19:35). 

A-: cording to the Qur'an, Prophet As a was not crucified; rather, he was taken up by 
Allah, the Almighty and the Most Wise (4:1 57 1 58). Fverything is possible for Allah. 
It was He who saved Ihnllifm from the fire and Mflsa from L'tr'iwn. He is the only 
Creator of the whole universe and all that is in it. 

1 he chian of prophetood (Risalah) began with the first man on earth Adam and 
continued with Ibrahim, Mnsct, Ismfl *i7. Ishaq, ha and ended with Muhammad Each 
and everyone of Allah's messangers carried the same message. Islam began with Adam 
and was completed and finalised as a blessing for mankind with the final messanger 
of Allilh, Muhammad 
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what did you learn? (6a) 


sm 


Key Stage 3 (11—14) 

1 . Who or what lived on earth before human beings? 

2. Who was Adam and why did Allah create him? 

3. Who was HaunM I' and why did Allnh create her? 

4. Where did Adam and Hawwfi ’ live at first? 

5. Who refused to prostrate before Adam and why? 

6. What mistakes did Adam and Hawwfl' make when they were in Heaven? 

7. Write out the prayer Adam and Hawwfl' made to Allah after they were trapped by 
die devil. 

8. Why did prophet Nuh have to build an ark? 

9. What happened to the people who would not listen to Prophet Nnh? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What does the Qur'an state about the creation of Adam? 

2. Why do you think lblls refused to bow to Adam? 

3. Describe what happened to Adam and Hauni’tl ' after they were sent to live in al - 
Jannah? 

4. Briefly narrate the story of Salt’s ark. What hard lesson did Salt learn through 
the fate of his son? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. What important lessons do we learn from the story of Adam and Hauml' as 
regards the origin of evil, the forgiveness ot Allah, and the equality of women 
with men? 

2. “Many people die in catastrophes of nature hut they are all judged as individuals. * 1 )iscuss 
this statement. 

3. Contrast the Islamic understanding of creation with the theories developed by 
physicists and evolutionists to explain our existence. 
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Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . Who was Khalllullah and what does this name mean? 

2 Who was Prophet Ibrahim’s father? 

3. What did Prophet Ibrahim say to his father about the worship of idols? 

4. What did Prophet Ibrahim do on the day of the festival? 

5. Did the fire burn Prophet Ibrahim? What does this show about Allah’s power? 

6. Make a list ot the miracles that happened during Prophet MflsJ s life. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16} 

1 . What was the significance of the incident of Prophet Ibrahim not being burnt by 
the fire of the idol worshippers? 

2. Why do Muslims think idol worship is foolish and unreasonable? 

3. 'Prophet Ibrahim s life was one of true sacrifice, ’ Explain this statement using examples 
from his life. 

4. Describe incidents from Prophet MflsJs life to show how his Imdn was tested. 
(.Jive examples of how Muslims are being tested nowadays. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. "Fir ‘awn epitomizes tyrannical rulers of today and clearly displays where arrogance can 
lead/' Discuss this statement, 

2. 1 he prophets Ibrahim and Musa were ‘saved’ by Allah. Why do you think Allah 
does not save all noble martyrs? Discuss the importance of faith in Allah's justice 
and the Akhirah. 

3. How is the story of Prophet Ibrahims life connected with the rituals of Ilajj? 
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S harj\ih is the code of law for the Islamic way of life The word Shari *ah means 
a clear straight path or example. It is the system of law from Allah for 
humanity to follow. 

Sharf'ah, or Islamic: law, is the code of conduct tor M uslims and is based on two main 
MHiires: the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet It aims at the success and welfare 

of mankind both in this life and the life after death 
Shari ‘ah prescribes a complete set of laws for the guidance of mankind so that 
Good (Ma‘rflf) is established and F.vil (Munkar) is removed from society. It provides a 
clear and straight path which leads to progress and fulfilment itt life and the attainment 
of Allah’s pleasure. It is the best system of law for humans from Allah. 

The Qur'an is the main basis of Shari ‘ah. It states the principles while the Sunnah 
ot the Prophet provides the blueprint of how to apply them. For example, the 
Qur'an says: establish $alah, observe Sawm, pay Zakah , take decisions by consultation, do 
not earn or spend in wrong ways — but it does not describe how to do these things. It 
is the Sunnah of the Prophet which shows us how to act on Allah's commands. 

The Qur^n is the main book of guidance and the Prophet £$ taught us how to 
follow it. Fhe Prophet $ not only told us how to follow the guidance, he also 
practised it himself. Prophet Muhammad s life was the living Qur\lu. 

Shaft 'ah has rules for every aspect of life. It is complete and perfect, and its application 
guarantees success, welfare and peace here on this earth and in the Akhirah. 
Man-made laws differ from Shaft l ah in a number of significant ways. 


Man-made Law 

1. Men make laws when they feel the 
need; these laws start from a few and 
then grow in number over the years. 

2, Laws made by men are not permanent; 
they are changed to suit peoples 
wishes and desires. For example, in a 
particular country at a particular time, 
drinking alcohol may be banned; but 
this can change when public pressure 
grows. Fhe American Government 
once banned all alcoholic drinks, but 
removed the ban after a time because 
it could not be enforced. 


Sharp ah or Allnh’s Law 

Islamic l aw is complete and perfect, and 
covers all aspects of human life. Men ot 
learning explaui and clarity Shari ‘ah tor 
the benefit of ordinary people. 

Shari ‘ah is permanent for all people 
all the time. It does not change with 
time and conditions. For example, 
drinking wine and gambling are not 
allowed under Islamic law. No one can 
change this; it is law that is valid for 
all time and for all places. 
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Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . Who was 7y<7? 

2. Who was Prophet 'ha's mother? Briefly write about his birth. 

3. What book didAllnh reveal to Prophet 

4. Was Prophet ha crucified? Explain your answer. 

5. What was special about Prophet ‘Isa? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. " Prophet ‘Isa’s life indudes many miraculous things, but he was still a human being.” 
Justify this statement. 

2. What was die teaching of Prophet 'hi i? Did he ask his followers to worship him? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 . Explain the doctrine of Tawhtd and the doctrine of the! rinity. Can you reconcile 
the two? Give your reasons. 

2. “ Risalah was the channel of communication between man and Allah. *’ Discuss. 

3. Although Islam is totally opposed to shirk, can you outline the teaching in the 
Qur'an that commends some Christians? 
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4. S«»ei» Ibn Mnjah (Aba Abdullah Muhammad bin Yazld al-Qazwinl, known as 

Ibn Mnjah , horn 209 AH. died 273 AH/886 CE). 

5. Jiltni ' ut 7 trmidhl (Abn ‘Ism Muhammad bin fsn alTirmidhl, date of birth not 

recorded, died 279 AH/892 CE), 

6. Suttdtt an-Nasd'l (Abo Abdur Rahni.Ui Ahmad bin Shu'aib atiNasn'l, born 

215 AH, died 303 AH/915 CE). 

In addition to this, the Muwatta ' of Iwilm Malik (born 93 AH, died 179 AH), 
Musnad of Ahmad bin Hanbal (born 164 A! I, died 241 A! 1/855 CE) and Mishkin al- 
Ma$nblh of Abu Muhammad al-Htisatn bin Mas'Qd (died 516 Al 1) are also well known. 
There arc many more collections and commentaries of Ahndffh. 

Fiqh 

Fiqh is the science of Islamic law or jurisprudence. It refers to the explanation, 
collection and compilation of Islamic laws based on the Qur’ntt and the Sunnah of 
the Prophet 4§CThe word Fiqh means knowledge and understanding. 

The scholars of Islamic Law have made Shariah easier to understand and practise 
by the science of Fiqh A person who has a detailed knowledge and understanding ot 
Fiqh is called a f aqlh. A person qualified to give a ruling on issues in Shariah is called 
a Mufti. The ruling he gives is called a fatwn (pi. fatdu-n). 

Some great Muslims devoted themselves to the task of developing the science of 
understanding Islamic law and its practice. The four best known compilers and 
interpreters of Islamic law or Sharl\ih are: 

1. Ahtt Hanffah Nu'rnnn bin Tlulbit, known as Itrulm Abu Hattlfah (born 80 AH, died 
150 AH/767 CE), 

2. Mnlik bin Anas, known as Innim Mnlik (93 179 AH/795 CE). 

3. Muhammad bin Idris ash-ShnjVl, known as Imilm Shsft’f (150-240 Al 1/820 CE). 

4. Ahmad bin Hanbal, known as Ini dm Ibn Hanbal (164-241 AH/855 CE). 

Islamic law divides human activities into: ( 1 ) Fard ^ or l Ifyib (duty or obligatory) 

— performance of these actions is rewarded and their omission is punished. (2) Mandfth 
(recommended) — actions the performance of which is rewarded but omission of 
which is not punished. (3) Muhdh Vul (silent) — actions permitted by silence. (4) MakrUii 
(disliked or reprehensible) — actions disapproved of but not punishable. (5) Hamm 
F'y>- (forbidden) — actions punishable by law. 

Islamic Law or Shariah embodies the ideal Islamic life. Islam is the complete way 
ot life and Shariah is the means to arrive at the ideal life recommended by Islam. 
Shari ‘ah enables us to synchronise our life with the will of Allah, It is the means of 
achieving our goal ot life, which is to have blissful life here and in the hereafter. 



what did you learn? [l] 


Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What is Shari \}h and why do we need it? , 

2. What are the sources of Shari ‘alt? 

3. What is Summit and where can we find examples of it? 

4. What are the six authentic books of Swmah? 

mf 

5. What does the word Viqh mean and what does it cover? 

6. What are the names of the four most famous compilers of Islamic Law? 

7. Discuss the importance of Shari ‘ah in comparison with man-made laws. 

8. Divide human activities into five groups according to Islnmic Law. 

Key Stage 5 ( 1 7— 18) 

1 . Discuss the need for Sharl'ah in the modern world. Include the shortcomings of 
man-made laws. 

2. What are Sunnah and Fiqh? Discuss how they help Musi tins to answer problems 

facing them in the present day. 4 

3. Many societies are afraid of Shari 1 ah. Arc these fears justified? How might SharVah 

be abused? Is Western society too ‘soft 1 on criminals? 

* ' 
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Social Life in Islam 


» Family Life in Islam 



F amily is the basis of Islamic society. Its origin goes back to the beginning of 
the creation of man and woman Adam and liawwti' (Eve). So, it is an 
institution founded by Allah’s will, Allah says in the Qur'Sn: 

“O mankind , be mindful of your duty to your Lord who created you from a single soul and 
from it created its mate and from the two created many men and women , " (4:1) 

Marriage is the basis of the Islamic family. A good and sound society can only 
grow if a man and a woman are bound in a solid relationship through the sacred 
contract of marriage. 

Marriage develops love, care and cooperation between the husband and wife It 
gives peace of mind and provides a secure and solid basis for the growth and progress 
ot the whole human race. Without marriage, the human race would come to a 
standstill. Marriage was the practice of most of the prophets including Muhammad gp. 


Marriage (Nikah) 


Marriage is a sacred social contract between a bridegroom and a bru le. A great deal 
of thought is necessary therefore before a man and a woman decide to marry. 

Piety should come before all other considerations. Prophet Muhammad $ said, 
“Do not many only fax the sake of beauty, maybe the beauty becomes the cause of moral 
decline. Do not marry even for the sake of wealth: maybe the wealth becomes the reason of 
disobedience; marry rather on the grounds of religious devotion. ’ (Ihu Mfijah) “A mman is 
married for four things: her wealth, her family status, her beauty and her religion . So yon 
should marry the religions i roman (otherwise) you will be a loser. " (al-Bukhtirf) 

A Muslim man is expected to marry a Muslim woman although in some cases chaste 
Jewish and Christian women can he married. However, a Muslim woman is not allowed 
to marry a non-Muslim man. In Islam, marriage is a religious and social institution and 
not simply a sexual relationship. 

Muslim marriages are traditionally arranged by parents but the final say lies with 
the man and the woman. Islam does not allow free mixing of grown-up boys and 
girls, nor does it allow sex outside marriage. Islam does not approve of the boyfriend/ 
girlfriend system, or mixed parties which may lead to pre-marital sex. 


Arranged Marriages, Forced Marriages 

Islam recognises a marriage arranged by parents or relatives where the bride and 
groom have freely and willingly given their consent; indeed, consent of both parties 
to a marriage is a must. Without this a marriage is not valid. 

This was made very clear by the Prophet t&. KhansS hint Khidluln al-Ansarfyfl 
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narrated that her father gave her in marriage when she was a matron (childless 
woman, divorcee or a widow) and she disliked that marriage. So, she went to Allah's 
Messenger and he declared the marriage null and void (al-Buklulrl). 

Abfl Huraimh narrated that the Prophet said, “ A matron should not he given in 
marriage except after consulting her (i.e. getting her consent), and a virgin should 
not be given in marriage without her permission (consent).” (ai-Bttkhnrl) 

There is no room for forced marriages in Islam. To force anyone into a marriage is 
not lawful in Islam. Freely-given consent is a basic requirement in Islamic marriage. 
No one should force either a male or a female into a marriage: even the parents who 
always want the best for their children should not force them into marriage to 
which they have not consented. Lack of the correct knowledge about Islam and 
insistence on local customs and culture may be the reason for doing un-Islamic 
things. Muslims should follow the teachings of the Qiir'ftH and the Sunnah of the 
Prophet There is nothing wrong in following local customs and culture if they 
do not violate Islamic teachings. 
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Divorce 


Islamic society is based on submission and obedience to the will of Allah, Husband 
and wife, bound by marriage, are Allah s servants and representatives (Khali fah). 
Marriage must not conflict with the purpose of life (seeking Allah's pleasure), rather 
it should lead towards its achievement. 

Divorce is allowed but is regarded as the least desirable of all lawful acts. Prophet 
Muhammad $ said, “Of all things which have been permitted, divorce is the most 
hated by Allah" (Abft Da wild, Urn Mfljah) Islam encourages adjustment, reconciliation 
and happiness but when living together is impossible, Islamic law does not prohibit 
divorce ( Jalnq). 




Status of women in Islam 


Women are an important and integral part of Islamic society Unlike a number of 
other religions, Islam holds a woman in high esteem Her importance as a mother 
and a wife has been clearly stated by Prophet Muhammad 

A man came to the Prophet ofe and said. “ Messenger ofAllflh, / desire to ye on a 
military expedition and / have come to consult yon. ’’The Prophet asked him if he had 
a mother, and when he replied that he had, he said, “Stay with her, for Paradise is at her 
feet. ” (ati-Nasd’l) 

Once a person asked the Prophet M, u Who deserves the best care from me?" Hie 
Prophet 4$b replied , ‘Your mother (he repeated this three times), then your father and then 
your nearest relatives. r (al-BuhhilrJ) 

In his farewell speech at Arafat in the tenth year of the Htjrah, the Prophet said, 
“O people, your wives have certain rights over you and you have certain rights over them. I reat 
them well and be kind to them, for they are your partners and committed helpers . " 

The Prophet also said, " The best among you is the one who is the best towards his 
wife, ” (at- Firmidhl) 

These sayings clearly prove the important position given to women in Islam yet 
there are people, especially in the West, who have misgivings about the status of 
women in Islam. To these people, the Muslim woman is seen almost as ' a prisoner 
within the four walls of the house \ a ‘non-person’, and ‘ someone who has no rights and living 
always under the domination oj a man’. These notions are totally wrong and are based 
on ignorance rather than correct knowledge of Islam. 

One of the rites of Hajj is a fast walk between §afit and Marwah, which is observed 
to remember the event of Hdjar (Hagar), mother of Prophet IsmB% who ran between 
these two hills to find water. This is another proof of the importance and respect 
given to women by Islam, 

In order to judge the incorrect ideas held by western people, it would be useful to 
survey the attitudes to women in different societies in the past. 
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During the Roman civilization, for examples woman was regarded as a slave.The 
{ keeks considered hex a commodity to be bought and sold. Early Christianity regarded 
women as temptresses, responsible for the fall of Adam from Heaven 1 . 

In India, the Hindus until recently considered their women worse than death, 
pests, serpents or even Hell. A wife’s life ended with the death of her husband. In the 
past, a widow had to jump into the flames of her husband’s funeral pyre 2 . 

In pre-lslamic Arabia, a woman was treated as a cause for grief and unhappiness 
and baby girls were sometimes buried alive after birth. 1 his is mentioned in the 
Qur'an when Allnh says: “Ami when the female (infant) buried alive (as the pagan Arabs 
used to do) is questioned, boy what sin was she killed?" (81:8-9) 

In France, in 587 CE, a conference was held to study the status of women and to 
determine whether a woman could truly be considered a human being or not! 
Henry VI 11 in England forbade the reading ol the Bible by women and throughout 
the middle ages the Catholic Church treated women as second-class citizens. In the 
universities of Cambridge and Oxford, male and female students were not given the 
same rights until 1964. Before 1850, women were not counted as citizens in England 
and English women had no personal rights until 188-f 
If we keep this status in mind and look into the position of the women in Islam, 
we must conclude that Islam liberated women from the dark age of obscurity, 
insecurity and being non-entities fourteen hundred years ago! 

Islam is a religion of common sense. It conforms with human nature. It recognises 
the realities of life. This does not mean it has recognised equality of man and woman 
in every respect. Rather, it has defined their duties according to their different 
biological make-up (2:228). Allnh has not made man and woman identical, so it 
would he against nature to try to have total equality between a man and a woman. 

That would destroy the social balance. Society would not prosper hut would instead 
have insoluble problems such as broken marriages, children born outside marriage and 
the break up of family life. These problems are already rife in Western society. Schoolgirl 
pregnancies, an increase in abortions, divorce and many other problems have resulted 
from a permissive outlook and the so-called freedom of women championed by feminists. 

Rights of Women in Islam 

Allah lias created every living being in pairs, male and female (51:49), including 
mankind. Allnh has honoured the children of Adam — both male and female ( 1 7:70). 
Men and women who believe are friends of one another (9:71). Allah will reward 
both men and women in the life after death (3:195). 

Notes: 

t Encyclopaedia tiriltwnira, vol. 19, p. 9()9 (1977 edition) 

2 /slant: beliefs, h’£i.<hition am} morals , Dr Ahmad Shabby, p. 308, (1970 Cairo) 

3. Ibid - pp. 312, 314 
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two or three or four; and if you fear that you cannot deal justly (with them), then one only or 
(slaves) that your right hands possess. I has it is more likely to prevent you from doing injustice ’ 
(4:3) This verse says that in order to marry more than one woman, a man must he 
fair and just to each of them. If he is unable to do so, he should marry only one 
woman. 

Another verse of the Qur'fttt says: "You will not he able to deal fairly between wives, 
however much you wish. So do not incline too much to otic of them so that you leave another 
in suspense , if you come to a friendly understanding and fear Alltlh, Allilh is ever Forgiving and 
most Merciful /' (4:12 ( )) This further emphasizes fair treatment. But in special 
circumstances IslJIm allows polygamy. These situations are: 

1 . When a wife is barren and cannot bear children but the husband wants children. 
It is better to have a second wife than to divorce the barren one. However, a 
barren wife has the option to seek separation from her husband it she wishes, on 
the grounds of the second marriage of her husband. 

2. If the first wife is chronically ill and she is unable to carry out her marital and 
household chores, the husband may marry another woman and thus help restore 
family stability. 

3. Polygamy may be the solution to the problems ot a society which has more 
women than men. This happens especially after a war. The verse in the Qur’an 
allowing more than one wife was revealed after the battle of Uhud in which 
many Muslim men were martyred. 

The proportion of women to men increased considerably in the countries which 
took part in the First and Second World Wars, A solution to such a situation is 
marriage to more than one woman by those men who are able to and can be fair to 
each wife. This is better than leaving a large number of unmarried women. 

Islam strictly forbids any sexual relationship outside marriage. There is no such 
thing as a mistress in Islamic society. Islam has given dignity to women by marriage 
and has protected them from exploitation of greedy and selfish men. Having more 
than one wife is better and more dignified than having a number of mistresses, Islam 
holds you responsible for your actions. You cannot just enjoy women and avoid the 
responsibilities of fatherhood. This is inhuman and unjust. 

There should be no one-parent families or illegitimate children in an ideal Islamic 
society. It is only possible in a cultural climate of irresponsible and uncontrolled 
permissiveness. A woman who is going to be a second wife can refuse to marry the 
man on the grounds that he already has a wife. But if a woman happily consents to 
her husband marrying again and the second wife agrees, why should anyone else 
object to it? 

I he overwhelming majority of Muslims are monogamous — they have only one 
wife. The fact that some Muslims have more than one wife has become a matter for 
propaganda against Islam and such propaganda can give a misleading impression of 
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the Islamic way of life. This is especially so when non-practising Muslims are given 
prominence in this propaganda. 

As opposed to polygamy, the case of polyandry (a woman having more than one 
husband) may be raised. The case of polyandry is unpractical and it creates problems 
rather than solving them. 1 low will paternity be decided? Whit h husband would claim 
the fatherhood of the child? How would inheritance be decided? Such questions have 
no answer m polyandry. 

Furthermore, it is possible for a man to live with more than one wife and have 
children from all of them. But for a woman to be the wife of more than one husband 
seems almost impossible. A won van can bear children from only one husband at a 
time. Polyandry is forbidden in Islam. 

Islam is a pragmatic way of life. It has responded to reality and necessity. It has also put 
a check on human tendencies and ensured balance. The system is full of wisdom and is 
perfectly scientific, fair and completely logical. 

Allah, the All-knowing, has prescribed what is best for us. We should not be apologetic 
in our approach. Islam provides the best answers to all problems. We cannot blame Islam 
if we do not know it or fail to understand it We need to look at Islam as a whole, not 
only at a part of it.This is because Islam views life as a whole and does not divide it into 
different parts. 

All areas of life are inter-related; the status of women, marriage and family life are 
essential aspects of the whole Islamic system. One has to take a holistic view of 
Islam, there is no room to ‘pick and choose' and for prejudicial comments. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Discuss the role of marriage as the basis of the Islamic family. Why does Islam 
not allow extramarital relationships? Give your reasons. 

2. What status is given to women by Islam? How do men abuse this status? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 . Under what circumstances is polygamy allowed in Islam? Discuss the practicality 
and responsibility of this provision in Islam. 

2. f Women in Jslftm have been given both respect and dignity/' Discuss this statement 
with reference to their rights and duties. To what extent are Western 
misconceptions about Muslim women based on what they observe from Muslim 
men who are ignorant or negligent of real Islam, or on prejudicial coverage in 
the Western media? 
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Economic System of Islam 9 

■W'slam is a complete way of life. No part of the life ot an individual or a community 
is left out of Islam. The economic aspect is an important part of life, so Islam 
JLgives detailed guidelines for the conduct of our economic life. It concerns mainly 
how we earn and use our wealth.! he Islamic system is balanced and places everything 
m its right place. 

Earning and spending money is essential for our living, but we do not live only for 
this Man needs bread to live but he does not five for bread alone. We have a greater 
purpose in life. We are Allah’s agents (Klwllfah) on earth. We not only have a body but 
we also have a soul ( Rflh ) and a conscience; Without a conscience, our behaviour 
would be worse than wild animals and would create enormous problems in society. 

Everything in Islam is for the benefit and welfare of humanity The economic 
principles of Islam aim to establish a just society in which we behave responsibly and 
honestly, not selfishly fighting for the biggest slice of the cake without regard for the 
rights of other humans, honesty, truth, decency, trust and responsibility. 

The economic system ot Islam is based on the following principles: 

1. Earning and Expenditure by Halal Means 

Muslims arc not allowed to earn and spend in any way they like. Islam has laws, 
based on the Qur'an and the Sunnah, to regulate earning and expenditure: 

a. Earnings from the production, sale and distribution of alcoholic drinks are 
unlawful, as are earnings from gambling, lotteries and from Rifal (interest or 
usury) transactions (5:90-91; 2:275). 

b. Earning by falsehood, deceit, fraud, and theft is unlawful (Harfiw).’ laking orphans’ 
property deceitfully has been particularly forbidden (2: 188:4:2:6: 152; 7:85; 83*1- 

5 ). 

c. Hoarding food stuff and basic necessities, smuggling and the artificial creation of 
shortages for immediate profit and gain are unlawful (3:180; 9:34-35). 

d. Earnings from brothels and from other immoral sources which are harmful to 
society are also unlawful (24:23). 

Islam strikes at the root of evil and wants to establish a just and fair society. A 
Muslim must earn his living in ways and lie should always bear in mind that 
whatever he does is known to Allah. He will be accountable for his actions on the 
l )ay ofjudgement. He cannot hide anything from the knowledge of Almighty Allah. 

Unlawful expenditure is not allowed in Islam. A Muslim should not spend his 
money irresponsibly. Rather, he should spend it wisely and thoughtfully. Extravagance 
and waste are strongly discouraged (7:31; 17:26; 19:27-31; 25:28). 
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2, Right to Property and Individual Liberty 

In J.sbm a person has a right to his earnings, I he Islamic state does not interfere with 
the freedom of speech, work or earnings of an individual provided this freedom does 
not harm the greater good of society. Every individual is answerable to Allah for his 
or her actions on the Day of Judgement (4:7; 36:7 { ; 16:1 1 1). 

3. System of Zakah (Welfare Contribution) 

Compulsory payment of Z.akClh is one of the basic principles of an Islamic economy 
It is one of the basic duties (‘Ibsdah) of Islam. Every Muslim who has sufficient 
wealth must pay the fixed rate of Zak&h to the Islamic state (ice Chapter 2), Zaktih 
helps to narrow the gap between the rich and the poor. It is a form of social security. 
An ideal Islamic state is responsible for providing the basic necessities of food, clothing, 
housing, medicine and education for every citizen. No one should have any fear of 
insecurity, poverty or hunger (9:60, 103; 98:5). 

1 he voluntary giving of charity ($a(i<uph< is greatly recommended, and charitable 
giving to good causes to ensure human welfare has been particularly emphasized in 
Islam, It is a further means of helping the poorest and most vulnerable in society. It 
encourages those blessed by Alhh with more than they need* to show consideration 
tor the less fortunate and discharge social responsibility. 


4, Prohibition of Riba (interest or usury) 

An Islamic economy prohibits all transactions involving Rik 7 (interest or usury). In 
Islam there is no distinction between interest and usury. Islam allows only a zero rate 
of interest, that is. no interest at all. Whatever the name used, interest or usury, it is 
prohibited in Mam. 

Interest is neither a trade nor a profit. It is a means of exploitation and concentration 
of wealth. The Qur’Rn says: 

“They say, ' trade is like interest ' But Altdli has allowed trade and forbidden interest. " 
(2:275) 

"Whatever you pay as interest, so that it may increase in the property of (other) men, it does 
not increase with Allah. ” (30:39) 

“O you who believe, do not take interest, doubling and multiplying, and keep your duty to 
AMh } so that you may prosper. ” (3:130) 

“O you who believe, observe your duty to Allah and give up what remains (due) from 
interest , if you are believers. But if you do not do it, then be warned of war from Allah and His 
messenger; and if you repent, then you shall have your capital. Do not exploit and be not 
exploited.” (2:278-279) 

Interest (Ribs) is an integral part of modern free-market economies. Unlike Zakflh, 
which distributes wealth from the rich to the poor, interest takes wealth from the 
poor to the rich. Modern economies entirely depend on interest (Riba). It is assumed 
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that no economy can function without interest.! his false assumption is challenged 
by the existence and the growth of successful interest-free facilities offered by Islamic 
banks and investment companies throughout the world, including the UK, 

A fully-fledged interest-free economy is not yet a reality. Jt is a complex situation. 
Nevertheless, we should work towards an interest-free economy to ensure social 
justice and equal access to opportunities for everyone in the world. An interest-free 
economy is only possible when an Tslimic government carefully and systematically 
plans and implements the economic system of Islam. Political or state authority is 
essential to implement an Islamic economic system. 

5. Law of Inheritance (Mtrftth) 

The Islamic law of inheritance (Mlrftth) is a marvellous system that ensures the fair 
distribution of wealth after someone dies. It details the rights of relatives over the 
property of the deceased person. Sttratun Nisft* of the Qttr'zn deals with the law of 
inheritance in great detail (4:7-12, 176). 

Conclusion 

Islam has laid down many more rules and guidelines about economic life. All human 
and natural resources should be put to good use in an Islamic state. Corruption and 
all immoral pursuits must be rooted out, even if they are economically lucrative. 
Some individual freedoms may have to be sacrificed for the greater good of society. 

Islam encourages simplicity, modesty, charity mutual help and cooperation. It discourages 
selfishness, miserliness, greed, extravagance exploitation and unnecessary waste. 

We have discussed the main points of the Islamic economic system. It is beyond 
the scope o i this book to go into greater depth. Interested readers who would like to 
study further are encouraged to read some of the many books on Islamic economies. 
You will find a list in the bibliography at the end of this book. 

what did you learn? (9) 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Explain the concept 0 (Zakah and contrast it with Riba (interest). Why is Riba so 
unfair to the poor? 

2. What are the main principles of the Islamic economic system? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. “Man docs not live by bread alone/' “The best things in life are free. " Discuss these 
statements. 

2. Outline the principles of the economic system of Islam. Explain how it should 
lead to a more equal distribution of wealth. 
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Political System of Islam 1 0 

P olitics is a part ot’ Islam. It cannot be separated from it. Indeed, 
the separation of religion and politics is meaningless in Islam. We 
have already learnt that Islam is a complete system oflife,and politics is very 
much a part of our collective life. Just as IslSm teaches us how to say $al<3h, observe 
pay Zaknh and undertake Hoy, so it teaches us how to run a state, form a 
government, elect representatives, make treaties and conduct trade, 

A detailed discussion of the Islamic political system is not possible in this book, so 
we will have to content ourselves with its basic principles and main features. The 
interested reader will find references for further reading in the bibliography at the 
end of the book. 

The Islamic political system is based on the following main principles: 

1. Sovereignty of AllSh 

Sovereignty means the source of power and authority. In Islam, Allah is the source of 
all powers and laws (3:154; 12:40; 25:2; 67:1). It is Allah Who knows what is good 
and what is bad for His servants. His say is final, i Inman beings should not and must 
not change His Law, For example, the Qur'Hn says, “As for the thief, male and female, 
(hop off their hands. It is the reward of their own actions and exemplary punishment from 
Atlnh.Alltth is Mighty, Wise. ” (5:38) According to Islam, this order cannot be changed 
by any ruler or government claiming to be Islamic (5:44; 2 : 229 ). There are many 
laws in the Qur'Hti concerning our life, and those laws must be put into practice by 
an Islamic state for the greater good of all human beings. 

2. Khilafah of Mankind (Vicegerency of Man) 

Man is the vicegerent, the agent or the representative of Allah on earth (2:30; 6:165). 
Allah is the sovereign and man is His representative. Man should do as Allah commands 
him to do. Man can choose either to obey or disobey Allah, but because of this 
freedom of choice he will be answerable to Adah on the Day of Judgement. In the 
political sense, Khiltijah means that human beings should implement the will of Allah 
on earth as His deputy or agent, on His behalf as a trust / Amdnah l An agent is always 
expected to behave as his master wants him to behave (10:14). 

3. Legislation by ShCira (Consultation) 

Islam teaches us how to run a government, to legislate and to arrive at decisions by 
the process of S/iflttf. $hur& means “to take decisions by consultation and participation'* 
(3:159; 42:38). This is an important part of the Islamic political system. There is no 
room for despotism and tyranny in Islam. Shun 7 must be based on the Qur’ttn and the 
Smmd/j. It must not contradict or attempt to overrule the Qur'&n and the Suntiah. 
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4. Accountability of Government 

The Islamic political system makes the ruler and the government responsible firstly 
to Allah and then to the people. The ruler must work for the welfare of the people 
according to the Qur'an and the Suntmli ot Prophet Muhammad In Islam the 
ruler is a servant of the people. Citizens of an Islamic state have the right to question 
the ruler and the government about any matters that concern them. In turn, the 
people must obey their ruler, so long as lie follows the Qur'an and Sw/m/i. 

Both the ruler and the ruled are the Khali fall of Allah. They will appear before 
Allah and account for their actions on the Day of Judgement.! he responsibility of 
the ruler is heavier than the ruled. 

5. Independence of the judiciary 

in the Islamic political system, the judiciary is independent ot the executive. The 
head of the state, the government and any member or employee of the government 
can be called to the court when necessary. They would be treated no differently 
from other citizens.The Qur'an has many injunctions about justice. One of the main 
functions of the Islamic state is to ensure justice for all citizens (4:58, 135; 5;8),Thc 
ruler and the government have no right to interfere in the system ot justice. 

6. Equality Before the Law 

l he Islamic political system ensures equality for all citizens before the law. It does 
not discriminate against anyone on the basis of. language, colour, class, race, religion 
or sex. Allah distinguishes between us on the basis of Taqufi (piety or tear of Allah). 
One who loves and fears Allah most is the best and noblest in Islam (49:13). 

Conclusion 

Fhe duty of an ideal Islamic state is to establish $ahh and Zakah: promote the right 
and forbid the wrong (22:44). The state is responsible for the welfare of all citizens 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike. It must guarantee the basic necessities of life 
(food, clothing, housing, medicine and education). All citizens of the Islamic state 
should enjoy freedom of belief, thought, conscience and speech. Every citizen should 
be free to develop his potential, improve his capacity earn wealth and own such 
wealth within the limits set by the Qur'an and the Sunnah.A citizen should enjoy the 
right to support or oppose any government policy which he thinks right or wrong 
with the following in mind: 

a. The Islamic state is duty bound to implement the laws of the Qur'an and the 
Simnah . The Qur'an strongly denounces those who do not decide their matters 
by Allah's revelations (5:42-50). 

b. An ideal Islamic state should ensure a fair distribution of wealth. Islam does not 
believe in equal distribution as it is against the law of creation and basic human 
nature and instinct. Islam ensures equitable distribution of wealth. 
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There is not a perfect Islnmic state in the world today. There are many Muslim 
countries. An Islamic state is based on the model of the Prophet's state in Madlnah 
while a Muslim state is one which has a majority Muslim population and some 
Islamic features. 

However, organised efforts are being made in many parts ot the world to establish 
an Islamic system of government to implement the laws ot the Qur'an and Surmali. 
Notable among the organisations which have been working to lslamise society are: 
al-lkhwanul Muslimftn in the Middle East, Islami in Pakistan, Bangladesh 

and Kashmir, Aialet ve Kalkimm Partisi (AKP) in Turkey, hahdalul f 'iami T' (S l J) in 
Indonesia, Isiflmtc Salvation Protit (PIS) in Algeria, National Islamic Front in Sudan, 
Parti Plant SeMalay.ua (PAS) in Malaysia, and Hizb an-Nahdah in Tunisia, There are 
many more Islamic organisations which have also been working towards the 
lsl5misation of societies. 

The efforts for Islamic revival in Egypt, Pakistan, Sudan, Iran, Turkey, Malaysia, 
Bangladesh, Algeria and elsewhere have generated great hope and enthusiasm among 
Muslim adults and youth ail over the world. This hope can only become a reality 
when Muslims make actions match their words. Presently, there is a marked trend 
among the parties and organisations to present Islam in words more than in practice. 
But we must ensure our actions reflect what we profess. Only then will Almighty 
Allah guarantee their success. It is hoped that a real Isbnuc state will emerge from 
these efforts which will guide the world towards justice, happiness and peace. 



Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

(. “Politics is part of religion in Islam, ” Discuss this statement. 

2. “Muslims living in the West should he wary of getting involved in politics. " Do you 
agree with this? Give reasons for your answer. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Discuss the institution of in Islam and the principle of Khil&fah. Why is it 
that religion and politics cannot be separated in Islam? Why do so many societies 
wish to separate them? 

2. What should be done to establish a real Islamic state in the world according to 
tile model set by Prophet Muhammad Consider modern countries that are 
said to be ‘Islamic’, and discuss in what ways they fall short of the ideal. 

3. Explain the concept of sovereignty in Is)3in. How does it contrast with the 
concept of sovereignty in a democracy? 
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F ood and drink affect our health, growth and state ol mind Islam lias given 
regulations about our food and drink. Islam aims to establish a healthy and 
moral society. It allows all wholesome and pure things to be taken as food and 
drink, The Qur'an says: 

"O Mankind, cat the lawful and good things from what is in the earth and do not follow 
the foot steps of the devil. Surely, he is your open enemy. " (2:168) 

It follows from this that Islam has forbidden only what is impure and harmful. Lawful 
things are called Haldl and forbidden things called Haulm in Shari 'ah (Islamic law). 

Islam forbids eating the meat of the following: 

a. dead animals (i.e. those which died ‘naturally’); 
h. animals slain without invoking Alfahs name; 
e. animals strangled to death; 
d. pigs; 

e. carnivorous animals; 
f. animals devoured by unld beasts. 

Islam also forbids the eating of the blood of an animal (2:173; 5:3; 6:145; 16:1 15). 
Islam teaches respect and consideration tor the life and welfare of animals. It is one 
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of the many favours of Allah that He has created animals for mankind to eat by His 
permission, provided we slaughter them in the way He has prescribed, Islamic law 
requires an animal to be slaughtered by a sharp knife penetrating the in tier part of 
the animal's neck, ensuring it dies quickly and allowing the maximum drainage of 
blood Allah’s name must be mentioned at the time of slaughter. 

The meat and by-products of animals not slain in this way are Haulm. Efforts 
should be made to obtain Halnl meat from Muslim butchers. If there is no Muslim 
butcher nearby, then the ‘Kosher’ meat of the Jews is regarded as Haldl for Muslims. 

There are now plenty of Muslim butchers in most of the European countries, 
USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. In case of doubt, Muslims can eat vegetarian 
food (without alcoholic ingredients), 

Eish and vegetables arc lawful. All kinds of intoxicating (alcoholic) drinks such as 
beer, wine and spirits are prohibited. Alcoholic drinks are not at all conducive to a 
healthy society. T he Qur’an says: 

“O yen who believe, intoxicants and gambling, idols and divining arrows are filthy tricks of 
Satan; avoid them so that you may prosper. Satan wants to incite enmity and hatred among 
you by means of wine and gambling and prevent you horn remembering All fib from $aLlit. So 
will yon not give them up?” (5:90- 91) 

Drinking alcohol causes serious social problems in society. It leads to many crimes and 
sins. Islam aims to root out all evils to ensure that society remains healthy and peaceful. 
Islam also forbids the taking of drugs except for medical purposes, 

Muslims should begin meals by saying Bismitklhir RahmUnir Rahim (In the name of 
Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind), and finish bv reciting the following du \f; 

Jf ✓ 

Alhamdu tillnhil ladlu at ‘amand wa saafind wa ja'dlans initial musliwin. 

All praise is for Allah who gave us to cat and to drink and made us Muslims. 

Prophet Muhammad Hfc asked us to eat with the right hand and to wash our hands 
before and after meals. It is better not to eat so much so as to Fill the stomach, The 
Prophet also asked us not to drink water and other soft drinks in one go; rather, 
we should pause whilst drinking and it is better to have three pauses. 

The Islamic food regulations and guidelines are healthy, wholesome and beneficial for 
people. We should not find excuses to avoid Islamic laws and regulations, rather we must 
make serious efforts to follow Allah s commands, in order to live a healthy and happy life. 



Islam asks us to look nice and decent. Allah has created man in the best of forms and 
1 le wants His servants to dress nicely and decently. We should bear in mind that we 
are the best of all creatures and our dress should reflect this. Proper dress helps 
prevent indecency, immoral behaviour, and adds beauty to our personality. 

173 



The Qur'an says; u 0 children of Adam, we have revealed to yon clothing to conceal your private 

parts ami as a thin g of beauty. But the garment o/TaqwH (piety) is the best of ail. ” (7:26) 

Islam does not recommend any particular type of dress for us. However, there are 

guidelines which include: 

/ . Men must cover their body at least from the navel to the knees. 

2. Women must cover their whole body except the face, hands and feet while inside But they 
are also required to cover their whole body including a part of the face while going out or 
meeting adult males, outside close relatives. Some Mftmk jurists affair the face fo remain 
uncovered , 

3. Men and women must not wear clothing that arouses base feelings. This includes clothing 
that is see-through, skin-tight or revealing. 

4. Men are not allowed to wear pure silk, clothes decorated with gold or gold jewellery, 

5. Men are not allowed to wear women s clothing and vice versa . 

6. Muslims are not allowed to wear dress with symbols of other religions. 

Istani encourages simplicity and modesty. Dress expressing arrogance is disliked. 

The style of dress to wear depends on local custom and climatic conditions but the 

above guidelines still apply. 



Like all other religions, Islam has a number of special occasions of celebration and 
enjoyment .These occasions are observed with devotion to seek the pleasure of Allah, 
not just for our own pleasure 

Festivals in Islam are occasions of thanksgiving, happiness and ioy.The two major 
festivals in Islam each year are ' Idul h'itr and ‘IdulAdljfl. 

( Id u l I'ifr is observed on the 1 st ofShawwal (the tenth month of the Islamic calendar), 
the day after the month of Ramadan. On this day, after a mont h of fasting, Muslims 
express their joy and happiness by offering a congregational prayer, if possible in an 
open field, otherwise in Mosques or hired halls. They express their gratitude to 
Almighty Allah for enabling them to observe a month of fasting. The day is generally 
observed as a holiday in Muslim countries. Special dishes are prepared and it is 
customary to visit friends and relatives and to give presents to children. Muslims 
generally wear cheir best clothes on this day. 

‘Idul Adhil is on the 10th of Dhul Hijjah (the twelfth month of the Islamic calendar) 
and is followed by three further days of celebrating called Aiy&mut Tashrlq. ' Idul Ad ha 
commemorates Prophet Ibrahim s (Abraham) readiness to sacrifice his son Ismail (Ishmael) 
following the command of Allnh. Allah accepted Ibrahim's devotion and obedience and 
asked him to sacrifice a ram instead. This occasion of great importance comes every 
year during the days of Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah) and is observed by offering 
congregational prayer, as in 'Idul Fifr. 

After the prayer, Muslims who can afford it sacrifice animals like goats, sheep, cows or 
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camels to seek AU3hs pleasure. The meat of the sacrificial animal is eaten and shared 
among relatives, neighbours and the poor, This sacrifice expresses the inner feeling of a 
Muslim that, if need be, he will sacrifice his most loved possession for Allah. This is the 
lesson of the occasion. 

We must remember that what Allah wants is not the animal nor its meat or blood; 
rather 1 le wants our devotion and submission to His command (22:37). 

Other festive occasions include Laihuul Qadr (Night of Power), the day ot ’Arafii 
(9th of DW Hijjrth) , and 'AshtirZt' (10th of Muharmm). 

The s S ri/<7/iW lumu'ah on each Friday may also he regarded as a weekly festival for 
Muslims, when they gather together for congregational prayer. 

Islamic festivals are observed according to the Islamic calendar which is based on lunar 
months. The lunar year is shorter than the solar year by about eleven days. Festival dates 
are determined by the sighting of the new moon. 

A practising Muslim in todays world genuinely feels unhappy when fie sees injustice, 
inequality and oppression. Muslims in some parts of the world are under bad leadership 
and suffer from hunger and poverty. In other parts of the world Muslims are persecuted 
and killed for their beliefs. So, even on festival days, Muslims reel some sadness in 
their hearts when they think of those less forrunate than themselves. 

Sometimes, in countries where Muslims are a minority, the sighting of the moon 
is a controversial issue and 'Id is observed on different days. The unity of Muslims is 
less visible when we do not celebrate together. Muslims should ask Almighty Allah 
to help them to resolve this unhappy situation. When Allah’s mercy and blessings 
flow, peace and happiness will be established in society and Muslims will be able to 
enjoy their festivals which are meant to make them happy and joyful, 

What did you bill? (ill 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What are the dietary rules of Islam? Make a list of the things that Muslims are 
not allowed to eat. 

2. What are the Islamic regulations tor dress? What is meant by modest dress and 
why is it important? 

3. Write an essav on the festivals oflshm. 

J 

Key Stage 5 ( 17-18) 

Discuss the significance of the Islamic dress code for both men and women, in 
what ways might men dress immodestly? 

2. Discuss the evil effects of alcoholism for society as a whole. 

3. 4 ‘Why should we hill animals for food?'’ In the light of the growth of vegetarianism, 
discuss die Islamic attitude to eating meat. 
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“Surely, this Qur'an guides to that which is most just, 
and gives good news to believers who practise good and they will get a great reward. ” (17:9) 
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"4/n/ He (commands ynw, saying): This is My straight path , so follow if. 

Do not follow other paths, which will separate you from His path. 

Thus He has ordered you so that you may be truly obedient (Mtittaqtln). ” (6:153) 
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‘He it is Who has sent His messenger with the guidance and the religion of truth, 
that He make it victorious over every other religion, however much the idolaters may dislike T (6 1:9) 
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“O mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection 
then consider that We have created you from dust, that from a drop of seed, 
then from something that clings ; then from a lump of flesh shapely and shapeless, 
so that We may make (our power) clear to you, 

And We cause what We wish to remain in the wombs for an appointed time, 
and afterwards lie bring you forth as babies , 
then (give you growth) that you attain your full strength. 

And among you there is he who dies (young), 
and among you there is he who is I nought to the most pitiable time of life (senility), 
so that, after knowledge , he knows not (because of infirmity). 

And yo« (Muhammad) see the earth barren , but when We send down rain thereon, 
it thrills and swells and puts forth every lovely kind of growth. 

This is all because of Allah, He is the Truth, 

Surely, He makes the dead alive and surely He has the power to do everything; 
there is no doubt that the Hour will come 
and truly Allilh will raise those who arc in graves. " (22:5—7) 
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“Allah! There is none worthy of worship except Him , 
the Living, the liver Listing' 

Slumber does not overtake Him nor docs sleep. 
Whatever is in the Heavens and in the Earth belongs to Him. 
Who is there to plead to Him except with His permission ? 

He knows what lies before them and what is behind them , 
while they grasp nothing of His knowledge except what He wills. 
His Authority (Kursi) extends over Heaven and Earth; 
Preserving them both docs not overburden Him. 
lie is the Most High, the Most Gnat. ” (2:255)* 
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“And surely , We have sent a messenger to every nation (proclaiming) 
serve Allah (Alone) and turn away from false gods ( / aghdt)..." (16:36) 
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“Allah has favoured the believers by sending them a messenger from among themselves, 
to recite His verses to them, to purify them, and teach them the book and wisdom 
whereas previously they were in clear error. (3:164) 


* (This verse is called Aydhtl Kuril.) 
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“Those who disbelieve say: when we have become dust like our forefathers, shall we truly be 

raised up aga i it?'’ (27:67) 



Do you think then that We have created you for nothing and that you would not be 

returned to Us?" (23: 115) 

“Allah has created the Heavens and Earth with truth and that everyone may be repaid 
what it has earned. And they will not be wronged. " (45:22) 


(Qualities of a Mu’min 
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“ Successful indeed are the believers , 
who are humble in their prayers ( s S altth), 
who avoid vain talk , 

And who practise the system of Zaksh; 

And who guard their modesty except from their wives or the (slaves) 
that their right hands possess for then they are not blameworthy ; 


But whoever wonts beyond that such arc the transgressors — 

And who faithfully observe their trusts and undertakings , 

And who are mindful of their prayers (Sal ah), 
i hese are indeed the inheritors 

Hho will inherit the Paradise wherein they will live forever. " (23:1- 1 1) 


“O believers, fear Allah as He should he Jearcd and do not die except as Muslims." 

0 : 102 ) 
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LuqmSnV Advice to his Soil 



“And (remember) when Luqnnln said to his son when he was advising him: 'O my sort! 
Do not make any partner to Allah. Truly , ; making anyone partner to Allah is a terrible sin 

(\treat /jilm}.'" (3 1 : 13/ 
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‘"O my son! Establish Salnh and command for the right and forbid the evil 
and persevere in whatever difficulty you are in. 

Surely, this is one of those things which have been strongly recommended. 

Do not turn your face in disgust from people ; nor milk arrogantly on the land. 

Allah does not love the arrogant boasters , Be modest in your behaviour and lower your voice. 
Truly the harshest of all voices is the voice of the ass.”’ (31:17-19) 


* I.uqm3ii was famous tor liis sound intelligence and wisdom in Arabia, He was most probably an Arabic- 
speaking African, 
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m» Duties and Obligations 


Duty Towards Parents 

L* ' <£ } 5 ^ ^49 - 
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“...Be kind to your parents and the relatives and the orphans, 
and those in need and speak nicely to people..,. ” (2:83) 
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Mmf H o have made it a duty for man to be good to his parents. 

His mother hears him with one fainting spell after another fainting spell, 
while his weaning takes two years. 

Thank Me as well as your parents; towards Me lies the final destination. " (31: 14) 
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“Yew Lord /his ordered that you worship none hut Him and (shenv) kindness to your parents, 
whether either of them or both of them attain old age in your life, never say to them, '( high 

nor be harsh to them, hut speak to them kindly. 

And serve them with tenderness and humility and say: 

My Lord, have mercy on (hem, just as they cared for me as a little child. ” (17:23-24) 
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“H£ have made it a duty on man to he kind to his parents . 
but if they fry to make you associate anything with Me which you have no knowledge of 
do not obey them. To Me is your return and l shall tell you what you used to do. (29:8) 
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Relatives, Neighbours and the Needy 


© i/V > jJ.'i j cnX-U' ^ 

“v 7 ^ **> ' 

OW your rr/dtiWs //icir due and also the needy and the traveller in need 
and do not squander (your wealth) irresponsibly (17:26) 
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“Allah commands justice, kindness and giving (their due) to mar relatives../* (16:90) 
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"Vb/J u‘/u7f «mr rr/ur/m, orjdians and the needy are present at the division (of inheritance), 
provide for them out of it and speak politely to them.” (4:8) 
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".../!«</ fsfrow^ fc/m/uo> to (your) parents and to near relatives, orphans, the needy 
and to the neighbour who is your relative and the neighbour who is not your relative...” (4:36) 
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“Have you seen him who rejects the Judgement? Hint is the person who 
pushes the orphan aside and does not encourage feeding the needy. ” (107:1 3) 

Orphans 
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“ Therefore , do not treat the orphan with oppression. " (93:9) 
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“Tftose who live on orphans' property without having any right to do so only suck up fire 
into their bellies , and they will (eventually) roast in a blaze : ” (4:10) 
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“Ciiv orphans their property and do not exchange something had for something good. . . " (4:2) 



“Do not approach an orphan Is* estate before he comes of age except fo improve it...' 1 

(6:152; 17:34) 
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Brotherhood 
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“Relievers are hut brothers, so set things right between your brothers 
and observe your duty toAIhlh so that you may obtain mercy. ” (49: 10) 

Greetings 

hM 
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“W'/ini those who believe in Our signs conic to you. say: peace be upon you../' (6:54) 
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"When you are welcomed with a greeting, then answer bark with something finer than it 
or (at least) return it. Indy Alla!; takes count of all things. " f 4:H6) 
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"... When yon enter houses salute one another with a greeting from Allah, 

blessed and sweet... " (24:61) 

Co-operation 
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. . Co-opfTdtf twf/i owe another for virtue and piety 
and do not co-operate with one another for sin and transgression . . . ” (5:2) 

. t . 

v ^ / 

'VI w/ holdfast together to Allah's rope (him) and do not be divided../' (3:103) 
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"And the believers , men and women, are friends of one another, 
they command for the right and forbid the wrong, establish $alilli and pay Zakoh 
and obey Allah and His messenger. ./’ (9:71) 
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Meetings 
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"O yr»n u'/?o believe, when you are asked to wake room in meetings, then make room. 

A ILlh will make room Jor you (in the Aklurah). 

And when it is satd t 44 Move up" then move on. 

Allah will raise in rank those of you who believe as well as those who are giwtt knowledge. 

A I lilh knows whatever you do. ” (58: 1 / ) 
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"7nj/y f/iey tire the believers who believe in A Hash and His messenger 
and when they are with him on some common matter ; 
they should not leave until they haw asked him for permission to do so. 
Those who ask for such permission 
are the ones who believe in AILlh and His messenger...” (24:62) 


Talking 
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"Be modest in your behaviour and lower your voice. 

Truly the harshest of all voices is the voice of the ass. ” (31:19) 


Seek Permission Before Entering Someone’s House 
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“O you who believe! Do not enter homes other than your own 
without first seeking permission and greeting the people inside . 

That is better for you so that you may be heedful 
And if you find no one therein , still do not enter until permission has been given, , , ” 

(24:27-28) 


Keeping a Promise 

*• 

"O you who believe, fulfil your contracts (promises, covenants ). . , “ (5:1) 
"...Keep your promise, every promise unit be enquired into. " (11:34) 
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"Among the believers are men who are tme to the contract they made with Allah... " 

(33:23) 

“...And (the pious are those) who honour their contracts when they make them ... " 

(2:1 77) 

Basic virtues 

Honesty 

© l \ \y$j 

"And give full measure when measuring out, and weigh with proper scales " (77:J5J 

#Ve jw$f u#tj/rt and do not weigh unfairly " (55:9) 

“Whenever you speak , speak justly even if a near relative is concerned . . . J> (6: 152) 

Truthfulness 




“O you who believe! Fear Allah and stand by those who are truthful ” (9:119) 



"That Allah may reward the truthful for their truth and /»mn>7i the hypocrites, 

if He wills...” (33:24) 


“truly Muslim men and Muslim women, he lining men and believing women 
and obedient men and obedient women, and the truthful men and the truthful women... 
Allah has promised them forgiveness and a great reward.' 03:35) 


"Allah said :This is the day (Day of Judgement) 
on winch the truthful trill benefit from (heir truthfulness, 
for them are the gardens underneath which the rivers flow where (hey will live forever. 
Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Hun. 

That is the greatest success. " (5: 1 1 9) 

Patience, Steadfastness and Forgiveness 






"... Seek help from Allah and be patient, (he earth belongs to Allah, 

He gives it as heritage to whom He wills from among His slaves,.. 1 (7: 128) 



a . . . Our Lord, fill ns full of patience and make our feet firm. 
Help us against the disbelievers. ” (2:250) 
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artyoM* who acts patiently and forgives, 
that truly would he from the things recommended by Allah. *' (42:43) 
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" Tolerate patiently what (unbelievers) say and part from them in a polite manner. *' (73:10) 

0 hS <ik 

“O you who believe! Seek help in steadfastness (patience) and prayer. 

Surely Allah is with those who are steadfast (patient). 1 ' (2:153) 

<1^ \ 1 ^ ^ya5|j 4 U*lll 1 Jj W ... 

“...and those who are steadfast in poverty and illness and during the time of battle. Such 
are they who are on the right track and such are Alluhf earing (Muttaqfln). " (2: 1 77) 
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“O you who believe, endure and outdo all others in endurance, be jinn in the ha! tie field, 
and observe your duty lo Allah, so that you may be successful. H (3:200) 

“Be patient (Q Muhammad) unth the fittest patience. ” (7 0:5) 

“ Then have patience (O Muhammad) 

as the most determined of the messengers (before you ) had patience... ” (46:35) 

“Practise forgiveness, command decency and avoid ignorant people. ’’ (7:199) 

Punctuality and Time-keeping 


f^p \ <jp IjL 

“...Surely $al3h at fixed hours has been ordained on the believers. ” (4:103) 
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Courage 



“ 7 hose to whom people said: Truly the people have gathered against you, so fear them. 
(The threat of danger) but it increased their faith and they said: 

Allah is enough for us! Most Excellent is He in Whom we trust. (3:173) 



“And when the true believers saw the troops they said: 

That is that which Allah and His messenger promised us. 

Allah and His messengers told the truth. It strengthened their faith and obedience. " (33:22) 


Kindness, politeness and mercy 
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“if is because of mercy from Allah that yew (Muhammad) were so gentle with them, 
for if you had been harsh and cruel-hearted they would have broken away from around you. 
Pardon them, seek forgiveness for them and consult them about the matter.,/' (3:159) 



“...Be kind (or do good) as Allah has been kind (good) to you ... ” (28:77) 
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“And say (O Muhammad ), ( My Lord, forgive and have mercy ; 
and You are the best of those who show mercy/” (23:1 18) 
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Trustworthiness 
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“Surely. I am a trustworthy messenger to you f so observe your duty to Allah and obey me M 

(26:107-108) 

$ -i&y at hi 

“Allilh orders you to restore things entrusted (to yon) to their owners . . . *’ (4:58) 

Justice 
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"We surely sent Our messengers with clear proofs 
and revealed with them hooks and the balance (justice), 
so that people may deal with justice.., ’’ (57:25) 
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'Allah commands justice and fairness,., " (16:90) 





\..Let not the enmity and hatred df others make you avoid justice 
Be just, that is nearer to piety.. 2 f (5:8) 


Hij5b and Chastity 



“Tell the believing tnen to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden things) 
and guard their private parts (from illegal sexual acts). 

That is purer for them. Surely Allah knows what they do.” (24:30) 
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“/W tell the believing women to lower their gaze and guard their private parts 
and not show off their beauty except which is apparent, 
to draw cloaks (head coverings) over their jtiyub ( bosoms , bodies, necks and heads) 
and not to reveal their feminine beauty except to their husbands or fathers 
or husbands father or their sons or their husband’s sons 
or their brothers or their brothers sons or sisters ot their women or their maids 
or old male attendants having no sexual vigour 
or smalt children w/io have no sense of women’s private parts . 

And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide of their beauty. 
And turn to Allah together ; () believers! In order that yon may prosper. ” (24:31) 



“O prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers 
to draw their cloaks close round than (when they go out). 

I will be better so that (hey may be recognised and not to bo amioyoti. 
Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful, " (33:59) 
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In Islam a woman has a distinct and separate identity. She is not just an appendage 
of her husband. Islam has given her the right to own property. She is the owner of 
her earnings. No one (father, husband or brother) has a right over them. She can use 
her earnings and property as she wishes, within the bounds of Halill (lawful) and 
Hamm (unlawful). 

[shin lias given women a right to inheritance. She lias a claim on the property of 
her dead father, husband or childless brother (4:7, 32, 17(>). 

A woman has the right to choose her husband. No one can impose a decision on 
her against her will. She has the right to seek separation (Khul ‘ W ) from her 
husband if their marriage becomes impossible to sustain. 

If any man falsely questions a womans chastity, that man is declared unfit for 
giving evidence (24:4). This shows how a woman s honour is safeguarded from false 
accusations. 

1'he Qur’an asks the Muslims to treat women kindly (4:19). It makes Muslim 
husbands responsible for their wife’s maintenance. Women, in return, are expected to 
remain loyal and chaste (4:34). 

A woman has a right to develop her talents and to work within the limits of [slam. 
Islam allows a non Muslim married woman to retain tier religion and her husband 
cannot interfere in this freedom. This applies to Christian and Jewish women with 
Muslim husbands. However, a Muslim husband’s Islamic lifestyle is expected to 
persuade his non-Muslim wife to accept Islam. 

Duties of a Woman in Islam 

Islam is a fair and balanced system of life. While it specifies the rights of women it 
also lays down duties. A Muslim woman is expected to observe the following: 

1 . Belie! in lawhfd and the practice of Islam should be her foremost duty. A Muslim 
woman must perform her observe Nunni, pay on her own wealth (if 
it is applicable) and go to Hay if she can afford it. She is exempted from s S dfah 
and can defer s Smiw during her monthly period, but she must make up the days 
lost afterwards. Friday prayer ($alfitul Jumu'ah) is optional for women. 

2. She is required to maintain her chastity at all times. She must not have any 
extramarital relationship. The same is the case with men. 

3. It is her duty to bring up children according to the rules of Islam. She has to 
look after the family and has almost absolute control over domestic affairs, although 
the family is run by mutual consultation and cooperation. She is the queen of 
the family and is the manager of household affairs. 

4. She should dress modestly and should put on Hijtib (covering cloak) while going 
out and meeting adult males beyond her close relatives (33:59, 24:30-31). She 
should not dress as a man. 
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5. She is her husband’s helpmate. A faithful wife is like a garment, a source of peace, 
love, happiness and contentment for her husband (30:21. 2:187) and the family. 

6. If she is asked to go against the commands oi Allah, she must defy even her 
husband, father or brother (9:23). 

7 . She is expected to look after her husband’s property and belongings in his absence. 

I shm considers a husband and a wife as complementary to one another. Neither 

dominates the other. Each has his or her own individual rights and duties — together 
they form a peaceful and happy family which is at the core of a sound, stable and 
peaceful society. 

Man and woman are not exactly equal in Islam. They have different physical and 
biological features. Islam recognises the leadership of a man over a woman (4:34, 
2:228) but that does not mean domination. 

An average man is usually stronger, heavier and taller than an average woman. 
Women can become pregnant and bear children but men cannot Women tend to be 
sensitive, emotional and tender while men ave comparatively less emotional. Allah 
has given different qualities to a man and a woman, and in marriage they are expected 
to love, support and help one another to build a happy family. 

Throughout history, men and women have never been treated the same. Islam has 
given women the right position and has not attempted to violate divine laws. Other 
religions and man-made systems have failed to define the exact and appropriate role 
of women. In the West, women have been reduced almost to a plaything of enjoyment 
and fancy. Women have tended to degrade themselves probably unwittingly in modern 
times for the sake of real or imaginary equality. They have become objects of 
exploitation by men and the slogans of liberty and equality have virtually reduced 
them to playful commodities. Even a cursory look at advertisments in the media 
shows how women continue to be exploited for commercial purposes. The display 
of scantily-clothed and even naked women to exploit male desires has become the 
hallmark of Western materialism. They have neither gained liberty nor achieved full 
equality; rather they have lost their natural place in the home. 

The natural balance, fairness and mutuality have been disturbed. The outcome has 
been horrendous for social peace and stability.The institution of family has to be put 
back in its rightful place in the society to restore natural peace at home. 

Islam is a practical religion. It can answer all human problems. IslUm allows restricted 
polygamy — marriage to more than one woman (polygyny), with a maximum of 
four. The normal Muslim practice is monogamy — one man married to one wife; 
polygamy is not the norm. 

The Qm ’rTjj has imposed strict conditions for marrying several wives: “And if you 
(ear that you will uot deal justly with the orphans, marry of the women who seems good to yen, 
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Bringing About Social Change 
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“'..Surely Allah does not change the condition of a people 
as long as they do not change what is in themselves ” (13: 1 1) 

Generosity and Spending for Allah's sake (InOiq) 
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“You will not attain righteousness (al-Birr) 
until you spend what you hold is dear to you,., n (3:92) 
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" Those who spend their wealth (for the sake of Allah) night and day , 
both secretly and openly ; will get their reward from their Lord , 
they shall hone no cause to feat nor shall they grieve. “ (2:274} 


Reliance on Allah (Tawakkul) 
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“If Allah is your helper none can overcome you and if He does not help you, 
who is there to help you? And on Allah let the believers rely.” (3:160) 
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"... and he who relies on Alldh, He is enough for him. (65:3) 


191 






Bad Conduct & Prohibitions 


Lying 
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"... Give. up the filth of worshipping idols and stop lying . " (22:30) 

"... Zl/te/ii r«m- iW// on /irm r/ he is of those who tell a lie. " (24:7) 

Backbiting, Spying and Suspicion (Ghibah,Tajassus, /atm) 
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"O yo« lj/fto believe! Avoid much suspicion jor indeed some suspicions are sins, 

And spy not, neither backbite one another. 

Would one of you love to eat the flesh if his dead brother? 

You hate that (so hate backbiting)! And keep your duty fo Allah. 

Surely, Allah is Forgiving and the most Kind. ” (49:12) 

Cheating and Fraud 
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u The cheaters will suffer terribly. 

Those who insist on full measure when they have people measure something for them; 
but when they have to measure or weigh things for others, they give less than their due.” 

C (83:1-3) 


Extravagance (Tabdhir) 
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. . Do ?/of squander (your money) extravagantly. 

Truly the extravagant are the brothers oj devils, and the devd is ever ungrateful to his Lord. 

(17:26-27) 

Arrogance 
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“Do not walk in the earth arrogantly. 

Surely , you can never split the earth apart nor rival the mountains in height. " (17:3 7) 
"... Allah does not love arrogant boasters. (57:23) 


Hoarding 
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“ And let the hoarders not think that what Allah has bestowed upon them from His bounty 

is better for them. But it is worse tor them. 

Uidt which they hoard will he a burden for them on the Day of Judgement...” (3:180) 
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“...Those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend them for Allah's sake , 
announce to them a painful punishment.” (9:34) 

Mischief and Corruption 



"... Eat and drink that which Allah has given you 
and do not act corruptly making mischief in the earth (2:60) 




193 


Mockery and Ridicule 
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“O you who believe! No people should mock or ridicule other people, 
for the ridiculed ones may be better thou (hose who ridicule ( hem ... ” (49: 1 1 j 


Hypocrisy 
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“And there are people who say: we believe in Allah and the Last Day 
but actually they do not believe , M (2:8) 
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“Wluv the hypocrites come to you (O A/n/jwwiW) fbry 5 <?y: 

W to/i/y f/wf you arc indeed Allah's messenger* > and Allah knows that you are His messenger ; 

rfec/orc.s that the hypocrites are liars indeed.” (63: t) 

Abortion and Fear of Poverty 
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“Do not kill your children tn fear of poverty. We shall provide for them and you. 

Killing them is a big sift." (17:3 1) 

Interest and Usury 
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“...Allah has permitted trading and forbidden interest and usury...” (2:275) 

Wine and Gambling 

C2i!f5^ u 

"O yoif 10/10 Mrm7 Wwr (all kinds of alcoholic drinks) and gambling, stone altars and 
divining arrows are only a filthy work of Satan; give them up so that you may prosper.” 

' (5:90) ' 


194 


Fornication and Adultery 


Theft 
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“And beep away from illegal sexual intcreome . 

Surely, if is a hateful filthy work and a very bad thing. " f 1 7:32) 
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*’ 7 V?r war? and the woman who commit Hit gal sexual intercourse , 
/fa# c<?<7/ iw o/t/iew with a hundred lashes . . , ’’ (24:2) 




Mi for the thief * /n>f/i wale and female, chop off their hands. 

It is the reward of their own deeds and exemplary punishment from Allah, 
Allah is the Mighty and the Most [Vise. ” (5:38) 


what did you learn? ( 1 2 ] 


Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

! . What does the Qwr'tfn teach about Tawhtd, Risslalt and Akhirah? Find out as many 
verses as you can on these three topics from the Qur’fin. 

2. Summarise the advice Lmpnitn gave to his son. 

3. What are the duties of a Muslim towards parents, relatives, neighbours and the 
needy? Use verses from the Qur'an to justify your answer. 

4. What lessons do we learn from the Qur’lln about social manners? 

5. List ten basic virtues which Allah expects Muslims to acquire. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. “Islam is a complete way of life. It is not just a matter of praying or doing things ' parrot 
fashion’. M Justify this using references from the Qur’lln. 

2. " Muslims should not just he recognised by their beards and hijfihs, hut by their manners 
and behaviour. ” Discuss. 
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Selections from the Ahadith 1 3 



SAHiH MUSLIM £ 


m. JNANABUMWGDi 


,SUNAN IHN MA JAH[ 


lAMiwmMimnY y 


SUN AN AN-NASsVi 


; SAtihl ALBlJK!lARll\ 




H adult (pi. Alhiduli) means news or information. It has a special meaning in 
Islam. It refers to the sayings and doings of Prophet Muhammad & and the 
actions he approved. 

Duties and obligations 

Jihad 

“The most excellent man is the one who works hard in the way of Allah with his 
life and property.’ 1 (al-ttukhdrJ) 

“The best Jihdd is to speak the truth before a tyrant ruler." (al-Bukh5fl) 

Im5n, Islam and IhsSn 

7 f 

“Faith (Imdn) is that you believe in Allah (Tawhld) and His angels and His messengers 
(Risakdi) and in the life after death (Akhirah). 

Islam is that you worship Allah and not associate anyone with Him, keep up Satilh, 
pay Zakdh, and observe $awm in Ranimidn. 

Ihsdn is that you worship Allah as if you see Him and if you do not see Him, surely 
He sees you (al-Bukhdrf). 

Love of the Prophet ^ 

' None of you has faith unless I am dearer to him than his father, and his son and 
all mankind.” (al-Bukhdrl) 
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Salah and TahSrah 

“I he key to Paradise is Sal ah and the key to $a!iih is Taharah (purification).” ( Mishkat ) 

Parents 

“A man asked the Prophet messenger of Allah! Who deserves the best care 

from me? The Prophet said, “Your mother.” The man asked, “Who then?” The 
Prophet said,” Your mother ’The man asked once again. “Who then?” the Prophet 

& said, “Your mother” (al-Bukharf) 

A man came to the Prophet ££ and said, “Messenger ot Allnb,I desire to go on a 
military expedition and 1 have come to consult you,” The Prophet ® asked him it 
he had a mother, and when he replied that he had, the Prophet ® said, “Stay with 
her, for Paradise is at her feet ” (an-NasYi) 



(at-l'irmidht) 

Wife 


“ The most perfect of the believers is the best of you in character, and the best of 
you are those among you who are best to their wives.” (af-hrmidhf) 

Children 

7 le is not of us who has no compassion for our little ones and does not honour 
our old ones ” (at-Tirmidhf) 

'No father can give his child anything better than good manners.” (at I'imidhl) 
Be careful of your duty to Allah and be fair and just to your children” (nl Bukhari) 
Whoever properly brings up two daughters until they reach maturity, that man 
and myself (the Prophet) will be as close in paradise as two adjacent fingers ” (Muslim) 

Guests 

“He who believes in Allah and the Last Day should honour his guest” (al-Buklnlrl) 
Neighbours 

“By Allah, he has no faith (the Prophet $ repeated it three times) whose neighbours 
are not safe from his wickedness” (al- Bukhari) 

“He is not a believer who eats his fill while his neighbour remains hungry by his 
side” (al-Baihaql) 

Jibra'il has been recommending good treatment towards the neighbours so much 
that 1 thought he would give them the right to inherit ” (al-BuklnlrJ) 


Orphans 

“ 1' he best house among the Muslims is the house in which an orphan is well 
treated and the worst house among Muslims is the house in which an orphan is 
badly treated." (Jim Majah) 

The needy 

“One who tries to help the widow' and the poor is like a warrior in the way of 
Allah.” (ai-Bukhm) 

Intention (Niyyah) 

“Actions shall be judged only by intention, a man shall get what he intends” (al- 
liukhilrJ) 

Truthfulness 

“Guarantee me six things and I shall assure you of Paradise. When you speak, 
speak the truth, keep vour promise, discharge your trust, guard your chastity and 
lower your gaze and withhold your hands from high-handedness ” (at Ikiluu]!) 
“Surely truth leads to virtue, and virtue leads to Paradise.” (al-BukhUrt) 

Keeping promises 

“Do not quarrel with your brother Muslim, nor jest with him nor make him a 
promise which you cannot keep” (at-Timidht) 

Tolerance 

“There are two traits in me which Allah likes, toleration and deliberation in 
undertakings” (Ahmad, at-Tirmidhj) 

Politeness 

“Allah is polite ami likes politeness.” (condensed from Muslim) 

Modesty 

“Modesty ((toys') is part of faith ” (al-Buhharf, Muslim) 

Brotherhood 

“Each of you is a mirror of his brother, if yon see something wrong in your brother, 
you must tell him to get rid of it” (at-Tirmidhf) 

“Believers are like the parts of a building to one another — each part supporting the 
others.” (al- Bukhari) 
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“None of you can be a believer unless he loves for his brother what he loves for 
himself ," (al-BukhM) 

“A Muslim is he from whose tongue and hands, other Muslims are safe." (al-BukhflrJ) 
Charity 

“Every good action is a charity and it is a good action to meet a friend with a 
smiling face" (al-BukhzirJ) 

1 1 here is a man who gives charity and he conceals it so much that Ins left hand 
does not know what his right hand spends." (al-BukhSfl) 

“Removing from a road that which is harmful is charity.” (al-Bukhdrl) 

Contentment 

“Wealth does not come from abundance of goods but from a contented heart” 
(al- Bukhari, Muslim) 

Learning 

“ The best of you is he who has learnt the Qur’fin and then taught it." (al-Buklulrl) 
“The seeking of knowledge is a must for every Muslim man and woman,” (Mishkmt) 
“The learned are the successors of the prophets. They leave behind knowledge as 
inheritance. One who inherits it obtains a great fortune.” (al- Bukhari) 

Kindness 

“Allah is not kind to him who is not kind to people.” (al-Bukhztri, Muslim) 
“Those who are kind and considerate to Allah s creatures, Allah bestows His kindness 
and affection on them. Show kindness to the creatures on the earth so that Allah may 
be kind to you." (Abu Dftwftd, at-7'irmidht) 

Thankfulness 

“He who does not thank people does not thank Allah.” { at- Firmidltf) 
Steadfastness 

Sufy3n bin ‘Abdullah said, “I asked: ‘O Messenger of Allah, tell me something 
about Islam which I can ask of no one but you.’ He said: ‘Say, 1 believe in Allah — 
and thereafter be upright," (Muslim) 

Repentance (Tawbah) 

“By Allah, I (Muhammad) ask Allah’s forgiveness and turn to Him in repentance 
more than seventy times a day.” (al- Bukhari) 
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Gifts 


“Give gifts to one another, for gifts take away malice." (MishkSt) 

“The messenger of Allah used to accept gifts and give gifts in return " (al-Bukhilrl) 


Visiting the sick 

“Visit the sick, feed the hungry and free the captives" (al-Btikhnrf) 




Manners 


Meeting and greeting 

“When one of you arrives at a meeting where people are seated, he should say 
sahlm to them. And when he wishes to leave, he should say salffm to them. " (Abfl 
Dflwftd) 

“Do not sit between two men without the permission of both of them" (Abfl 
DSwUd) 

“Meetings are like trusts, except three kinds of meeting: for shedding prohibited 
blood, or for committing adultery or for taking property unlawfully" (Abfl Dftwfld) 
“When one of you meets his brother, he should say sal 3 m to him" (Abfl Dtlwfld) 
“The young should say sahlm to the old, the passcr-hy to the one sitting and the 
small group to the large one." (al- Bukhari) 

“The best (way) of saying sal 3m is shaking hands" (at-Tirmidhf) 


Talking 

“He who truly believes in Allilh and the lust day should speak good or keep silent." 
(al- Bu kh ilrl, Musli m) 

“He who Veeps silent, remains safe" (at-Tinnidhl) 


Eating and drinking 

“The blessing of food is to wash hands at the beginning and washing after taking 

it.” (Mishkst) 

“Say Allah's name (Bismillflh) and eat with your right hand and eat from near you " 
(al-Buklulri) 

“When one drinks, he should not breathe into the vessel (glass) " ( al- Bukhari ) 

Clothing 

“Eat and drink, give $adaqah and wear good clothes as long as these do not involve 
excess or arrogance." (an-Nasfl’f, Ibn Mftjah) 

“Indeed, he who wears silk in this world (will) have no share in it in the life after 
death." (al-BuhhilrJ and Muslim) 
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“Gold and silk are lawful to the women of my Ummah and forbidden to the men.” 
(at- Timiidhi) an-NasR*. T) 

"Allah's messenger cursed the mei) who put on womens clothes and the women 
who put on mens clothes,’’ (Abfl Dilwfld) 

“The Prophet said to A$tnZ\the daughter of Abfl Bakr,' When a woman reaches 
puberty, it is not right that any part of her body (should) be seen but this and this,* 
and he pointed to his face and two hands.** (Abu Ddwfid) 

Leave that which does not concern you 

9 

"An excellent Islamic practice is to give up what is not ones business. (Mfllik, 
Ahnuid) 

MMMiaaPMn Rad Conduct 

Lying 

“Woe to him who tells lies to make people laugh! Woe to him! Woe to him!" 
(Ahmad, at - Timidhl) 

“It is great treachery that you tell your brother something he accepts as truth from 
you, but you are lying" (/l/>fl Dthvfld) 

Backbiting 

“If anybody pledges to me that he will keep his tongue under control, guard his 
chastity, will not speak ill of others nor indulge in slander and backbiting and refrain 
from adultery and similar sins. I shall assure him of Paradise.” (al-BukltUrJ) 

Suspicion 

“Beware of suspicion, for suspicion may be based on false information, do not spy 
on another, do not disclose others’ hidden defects." (al-Bukharl) 

Jealousy 

"Keep away from jealousy for as fire burns wood, so jealousy consumes good 
actions," {Aha Daufld) 

“Nothing is more atrocious than injuring unjustly a Muslim’s reputation" [at- 
lirmidhf) 

Anger 

“He is not strong who throws down another, blit he is who controls his anger." 
(al- Bwfetarr, Muslim) 

“If anger rouses anyone, he should sit down and if that docs not help, he should lie 
down " (at- Timiidht) 
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Pride 

“If anyone has got an atom of pride in his heart, he will not enter Paradise.' 1 (al- 
BukhXrJ) 

Abuse 

“Abusing a Muslim is sinful and killing him is disbelief (kufr)!' (al-Bukhftrf, Muslim) 

1 

Hypocrisy 

“The signs of the hypocrite are three: When he speaks, lie lies; when he promises, 
he breaks it; when any trust is kept with him. he misuses it.” (al- Bukhari) 

Faun ting 

“A believer neither taunts, nor curses nor speaks foul nor chats nor babbles,” (dt- 
Tirmidhf) 

“Do not rejoice over the distress of a brother Muslim for Allilh may relieve his 
distress and put you in bis position” (at-Tirmidhl) 

Sickness of heart 

“Beware, in everybody there is a piece of flesh, if it is healthy, the whole body is 
healthy, and if it is sick, the whole body is sick. Beware, it is the heart.” faf-Buk/itirr, 
Muslim) 

^ m what did vou learn? (l 3) mmhmh 

J 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1 . Give some examples of the sayings of the Prophet $ about duties and obligations. 

2. Write down ten Ahddtth which ask us to avoid bad habits and conduct. 

3. Give examples from the Prophets life in which he was steadfast, kind, and 
truthful. Include sayings of the Prophet about these qualities. 

Key Stage 5 (17—18) 

1. Explain the concept of brotherhood /sisterhood in the context of the Prophet’s 
Hf sayings. 

2. Why was the Prophet known as ‘T he Living Qur'an’? 
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Muslim Countries of the woikl 1 4 



Population and Resources 


M uslims, wherever they are, form one nation (Milldtun Vi^hidahh It is faith 
that binds people together in Isl3m,not the geographical territory, colour, 
race or language. Citizenship ot an Islamic state may be determined by 
geographical boundaries. 

There are 54 Muslim countries (see note on page 205) in the world on the basis of 
a majority of the population. The total Muslim population in the world is nearly 1.4 
hillion, which is a formidable human power 
The Muslim countries together produce two-thirds of the world's oil, about 70 
per cent of the rubber, about 75 per cent of the jute, 67 per cent of the spices, two- 
thirds of the palm-oil, 50 per cent of the phosphate and 40 per cent of the tin.l hey 
also produce a large quantity of the worlds cotton, tea. coffee, wool, uranium, 
manganese, cobalt and many other commodities and minerals. There is also a 
considerable amount of natural gas in the Muslim countries. 

If we look at a world map, we find the Muslim countries situated at strategically 
important positions. 60 per cent of the Mediterranean Sea is bounded by Muslim 
countries. The Red Sea and the Gulf are fully within the Muslim region. 

In the course of history, Muslims lost their essential unity; it should be restored 
once again for the greater good of all mankind. 

Muslims, who once contributed tremendously to the science and civilisation of 
the world, could do so once again if they unite on the basis of Islam. Real human 
progress can only be achieved by the faithful observance of the teachings of lsl3m. 
We should consciously try to restore the glory of Islam and make the present day 
problem torn world a happy and peaceful place to live in. Pride in the past will be 
meaningful if the present can be shaped in the light of the past with a promise for 
the future. 

Fhc Muslim Milldh has the potential and the need is for the faithful practice of the 
teachings of Islam. The Miililh also needs leaders who lead by example which the 
ordinary people can emulate. Material resources can be harnessed for the greater 
good of all humans if the Muslim MilMt can once again demonstrate their superiority 
in the field of knowledge and technology as in the period from the 7th to the 12th 
Cemiiries.This excellence in acquired and revealed knowledge must also accompany 
the moral and spiritual excellence (Taqvva). 


Muslim Majority Countries 



Same 

Area Total population 
(scj. km) (itt millions) 

Proportion o f 
Muslims (%) 

iVwftt/xT of 
Muslims 

1 

Afghanistan 

652,225 

28.5 

99 

28,215,000 

2 

Albania 

28,748 

3.5 

70 

2,481,000 

H 

Algeria 

mhmh 



32, 472, 0IH) 

4 

Azerbaijan 

86,600 

8.0 

93 

7,284,000 

i 5 

Bahrain 


0.7 


656,000 

6 

Bangladesh 

144,000 

144,0 

83 

1 19,52,000 

11 

Bosnia & 1 lerzegovina 

51,129 

4.0 

■■MB 

1,586,000 

8 

Brunei - 1 )arussalam 

5,765 

0.4 

67 

235,000 

9 

Burkina Faso 

274,200 

i2fl| 

50 

6,302,000 


10 


Q\%i 

( ,omoros 


'«MN 

13 Cate dlvmra 

13 Djibouti 

1 4 ligypt, 


Eritrea 




Gambia, The 


£170 

322,460 

23,000 

1,001,450 

121,320 

1,127,12 7 

1 1,300 


0.6 

15. 7 

0.5 

70.7 


( iuinea 



245,857 


Guinea-Bissau 


36.120 


4.5 

70 5 

HI 

5.4 

1.4 


98 

40 

94 

m 

50 

pO 

90 

85 

45 


602,000 

7,480.000 

444,000 

66,47<\<DO 


35.250,000 

1.310.000 

7.140.000 

630, 00(1 


Indonesia 


U9 19,440 

1,648,000 


224.0 

69.0 


88 1 97,120,000 

99 68,310,000 


22 W.\x\ 

23 Jordan 


437,072 


97 23.282.000 


92,300 


5.5 


94 


24 Kazakhstan 

25 Kuwait 


2,717.30(1 


14.8 


47 


5,170,001) 

6,950,000 


26 Kyrgyzst.iu 

Lebanon 


17,820 

1 08. 500 


2.4 


85 


10,400 


5.0 

4.4 


75 


70 


2.040.000 

3.750.000 

2,800,00 ) 


28 

Libya 

1,759,540 

5.6 

97 

5,432,000 

29 

Malaysia 

329,750 

25.5 

60 

15,300,000 

30 

Maldives 

300 

0.3 

1011 

320,000 

31 

Mali 

1,240,000 

uiifli 


10,206, (XJ 

32 

Mauritania 

1,030,700 

2.8 

100 

2.829,0110 

1 33 

^ mmi 

Morocco 

446,550 

31 .2 

99 

'30,763,000 
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34 

35 

36 

37 

3 ft 


Niger 

Nigeria 

Oman 

Pakistan 

Palestinian Authority 

Qatar 


40 

41 

42 

43 

45 

46 

47 

IS 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 


Saudi Arabia 


1 ,2 67,000 

> 23,770 

309,500 

796,095 

6,237 

11,437 

1 ,960,582 




Sierra Leone 

Somalia 

Sudan 


Tajikistan 

Tanzania 

Tunisia 

Turkey- \ 

Turkmenistan 

United Arab Emirates 

Uzbekistan 

Western Sahara f 

Yemen** 


196,190 

71,740 

637,657 

*505,810 

185,180 

143.100 

945,087 

1.63,610 

780,580 

488.100 

83,600 

447.400 

266,000 

527,970 


11.3 

90 

10,170,000 

133.0 

50 

66,500,000 

2.7 

10(1 

2,7(3.000 

150.0 


145,000.000 

3.7 

% 

3.660.000 


HH|P 

754,000 

24.3 

100 

24,300,000 

10.6 

■■ it': 

94 

9,954,000 

5.6 

70 

3, 930.0(H) 

7.8 

^00 

7,753,000 

40.2 

79 

31,758.000 

18,2 

90 

16,380,00(| 

6.7 

90 

6,0483 H 10 

CI 

rC 

40 

1 4,875,000 

9.9 

98 

6,702,000 

68.1 

too 

68.100.0(H) 

4.9 

89 

4,361.000 

4.0 

96 

3.840,000 

26.8 

88 

23,584,000 

0.3 

too 

256,000 

19.3 

100 

19,300,000 


Sources : 

1. Figures supplied by the London embassies of some of the above countries in the 
year 2004. 

2. The World Factbook 2004, CIA. 

3. International Religious Freedom Report for 2004, US Dept, ot State. 

Population figures and the proportion of Muslims are approximate, and have been rounded off 
for inclusion in the table. Calculation of the number of Muslims is based on figures before 
rounding, and are themselves rounded off to the nearest thousand, 

* The territories of the Palestinian Authority (including the West Bank, and East Jerusalem) are still being 
negotiated with Israel. 


**The Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia has 57 member states which 
include Benin, Cameroon, Gabon, Guyana. Mozambique, Suriname, Togo and Uganda. OIC list of member 
states does not include Bosnia Herzegovina, Ethiopia aand Eritrea. 
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Kazakhstan 


Bosnia Si 
Herzegovina 


Azerbaijan 


iivenuluii 


Turkey 


* Lebanon 

... 

Palestinian 

j^fcxAuthoritv' * 


aimtvm 


Morocco 


Kuwait \ 


\ Bahrain 

f vV CR«-> 


Algeria 


Saiuli 

Arabia 


Western 

Saly*ra 


Mauritania 


Yemen 


J Mali 

**££ j& s 

/ Burkina 

/- wK^ m 


Chad 


Sudan 


^ Djibouti 


Nigeria 


Somalia 


dfl voire 


Guinea 

Bissau 


anJania 


Comoro* 


r- 

3 


L 



Bangladesh 


Brui;« 


Maldives 




ST** \ 



Muslim Minority Countries 


Name Area Total population Proportion of Number of 




(Si\. km) 

(in millions) 

Muslims (%) 

Muslims 

1 

Argentina 

2,766,890 

37.8 

1.5 

567,000 

} 

Australia 

7,686,850 

20.2 

1.4 

282,800 

3 

Belgium 

v* ’Jv - 

30,510 

10.3 

3.4 

350,000 

4 

Benin 

112,620 

7.3 

20.0 

1,450,000 

5 

Brazil 

R,51 1,965 

■ 182.0 J| 

03 

546,000 

6 

Bulgaria 

1 10,910 

7.9 

12.1 

956,000 

7 

Burma (Myanmar) 

678,500 


1 1 ,5 

5,980,000 

8 

Burundi 

27,830 

6.8 

10.0 

680,000 

9 

Cambodia 

181,040 

13.1 

5.8 

754,000 

10 

Cameroon 

475,440 

16.5 

20.0 

3,300,000 

u 

Canada 

0,984,670 

31.4 

0.9 

283,000 

(2 

Central African Republic 

622,984 

3.9 

15.0 

585,000 

13 

China 

9,596,960 

1,300.0 

3,0 

39,000,000 

14 

Congo, Pern. Rep. of 

2,345.410 

55.2 

10,(1 

5.523.000 

15 

Congo, Rep. of 

342,000 

3.0 

mmm 

59,000 

16 

Croatia 

56,542 

4.4 

1.2 

53,000 

17 

Cyprus 

9,250 

0.8 

18.0 

1 38,000 

18 

Denmark 

43,094 

5.4 

2.0 

107,(100 

19 


18.270 

0.9 

8.0 

69,000 

20 

Prance 

547.030 

62.4 

10.0 

6,240.000 

21 

Gabon 

267,667 

1.4 

12.0 

168,000 

n 

( ieorgia 

69.700 

5.0 

11 

546.090 

23 

Germany 

357,021 

■MflH 


3,080.000 

24 

Ch.in.i 

239,460 

21.0 

30.0 

6, 300, 0(H) 

25 

Greece 

131,940 


1.3 

1 43,000 

20 

( iuvana 

/ 

214,970 

o,7 

15.0 

105,000 

27 

India 

3,287,590 

1,050.0 

HHH 

126,000,000 

28 

Israel 

20.770 

6.7 

16.0 

1072,000 

29 

Italy 

301,230 

57.8 

1.0 

vV'.vr- ■ . . - 

578,000 

30 

Kenya 

582,646 

31,1 

20.0 

6,228,000 

31 

Liberia 

111,370 


20.0 

680,000 

32 

Macedonia 

25,333 

2.1 

3o.o 

6 1 6,000 

33 

Madagascar 

587,040 

17.0 

10.0 

1,700,000 


4: Cyprus is now divided into two separate states: die Muslim majority part is called the Turkish Tederated 
State of Cyprus and the other part is the Republic of Cyprus 
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V 


4 






34 

Malawi 

118.480 

11.0 

35 

Mauritius 

2,040 

■■■■ 

V, 

Mongolia 

1 ,565,000 

n l 

/ 

37 

Mozambique 

801,590 

19,6 

*8 

Nepal 

140,800 

25.9 

39 

Netherlands, The 

41,526 

6,1 

40 

Philippines 

300,000 

84.5 

41 

Romania 

237,300 

22.3 

42 

Russia 

17,075,200 

i 15.0 

43 

R wanda 

20.338 

R 8.2 R 


44 Singapore 682 4.5 

45 South Africa R21R000 46,6 

1Y> Spain 504, /82 42 


20.0 

2.200.000 

16,6 

. H 99,000 

4.0 

108,000 

20.0 

3,922,0) i 

J 2 

1,OS 

4.7 

755,000 

5.n 

4,226.000 

0 3 

■ -T ■ 

" ' 56,000 

Wo 

27,456,000 

|RR 

377,000 

1 1 <> 

663,000 

2.0 

932.000 

1 . 1 469.000 


4? Sri Lanka 65,606 . ~ : 19.6 8,4 1,644,000 

48 Suriname 163,270 0.4 20 .0 87,000 

Swaziland R^^R RRBRRRI 

V rh aiiand 5 14,000 64.0 10.0 0.400.000 


51 

Togo 

56,785 

5.3 

20.0 

1,057,000 

52 

Trinidad & lobago 

5.128 

1.3 

6.0 

78,000 

53 

Uganda 

236,040 

26,4 

fo 16.0 

T ■ 4,224,000 

54 

Ukraine 

603.7(H) 

48,4 

4.1 

2,000,000 

55 

United Kingdom 

244,820 

S8?8 

1 7 

1 301,000 

56 

United States of Amcru 

;a 9.629,091 

280,6 

2.5 

7,000,000 

57 

Vietnam 

329,560 

82.1 

(pi 

82 f OOO 

58 

Yugoslavia 

1,7 

102,350 

1 0 7 

19.0 

2,025,000 

59 

Zambia 

752,614 

10.0 

3,0 

498.Q00 

60 

Zimbabwe 

390,580 

12.5 

1.0 

125,000 


The total Muslim population of the world is estimated to be over 1 ,431 million, out of 
a world population of more than 6,234 million, about 23% of all the people on Earth. 


Sources: 

1 . Figures supplied by the London embassies of some of die above countries in the 
year 2002. 

2. The World Factbook 2004, CIA. 

3. International Religious Freedom Report for 2004, US Dept, of State. 

4. www.adherents.com (for percentage of Muslims). 

5. Muslim World Minorities, Islamabad, 1993 (for percentage of Muslims). 
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Key Stage 5 (J7-18) 


1. Discuss the material anti numerical potential of the Muslims m the present day 
world. 

2. Study a map giving the location of Muslim countries in the world and make 
your own observations in the light of their location and importance 

3. " There is a lot to be desired from the British Muslims in terms of their unity, practice of 

Islet ni and contribution to the society they lire in” — Discuss tins objectively and 
subjectively. 

4. "Muslims iu the world are almost about 1.3 billion, but they hare not been able to use their 

numerical strength and fl/cir material resources for the common good of humanity. " f low 
will you comment on this statement? 

5. How do you visualise the future of Muslims in the present day technology- 
dominated world? Discuss your vision in detail. 



I 

X 

I 








V 
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Notes for Teachers and Parents 


leaching Islam to young people requires careful planning and skill, teachers and parents 
need to be clear about the aims of providing such teaching The objective is to educate 
young people in Islam, to enable them to become conscious and practising Muslims, 

I hc Muslims of the U.K. do not yet have a well-organised system of Islamic 
teaching, although sincere and dedicated efforts are being made in different parts of 
the country to provide basic Islamic education for our young generation. 

The Muslim Educational I rmt has made some modest contribution towards making 
the teaching of Islam systematic. The Trust published a syllabus and guidelines for 
Islamic teaching in 1980 I'he first edition of this textbook, /.dfim: Beliefs and Teaching, 
was published in October 1980, based on the syllabus. 

In the second edntof}, we incorporated some suggestions for teac hers and parents 
on how to use the book The book in now in its 7th Edition. 

A. This book is mainly aimed at school pupils aged 11-16 and covers briefly the 
essential aspects of Islam. Younger pupils may not fully understand some ot the 
topics. Until now we could not publish five or six separate books on Islam to 
cater for the needs of pupils of different age groups, The topics covered in this 
book have been arranged so that they can be studied progressively as the young 
people move up the school. The topics near the end of the book will also be 
useful tor pupils aged 17-18 when studied in tandem with other books and 
resources on those topics, for depth and breadth. 


13. Hooks on their own cannot achieve miracles. Commifed Islamic teachers need 
to guide the pupils and to explain to them the various topics Without clarification 
and explanation, some ot the material in the book may be unclear to some 
pupils. Teachers and parents should be conscious of this. 

C. Teachers and parents should consult other books for detailed analysis of different 
topics and guide the pupils accordingly. The select bibliography at the end of this 
book may be of help in this regard, 

D. Correct pronunciation of Arabic words needs care and attention. We must take as 
much care as possible to see that the pupils pronounce Arabic words correctly 
T he transliteration guide given at the beginning of the hook will be useful. We 
would request Islamic teachers and parents to avoid different spellings of Arabic 
words. Given care and attention, young people will be able to pronounce and 
spell Arabic words correctly. A few examples of varying spellings and 
pronunciations should make this point clear: 

Standard Other commonly-used spellings 

i. Muhammad Mohammed, Muhammed f Mohammad, Mohamad 

ii. Ramadfln Ramadltan, Ramazan 

iii. Dm Deeu 

iv. Mflsfl Mosa, Moosa 
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v. ‘A’ishah 

VI. 'UthiUilH 

vii. Hadlth 

viii. Lttf 


Ayesha , Aisha 
Lhmm, Osrwtw 
Hadis , Hadct's 
Loot, Lot. 


ft is strongly recommended that the standard spellings be followed. 

E. The use of charts, maps, posters, slides and videos, 1 )VI h of related topics should 
also be used to make the teaching interesting and effective. Islamic teachers 
should use them in order to give an audio-visual aspect to the teaching of Islam. 

F. At the end of each topic, we have included questions for different age groups. 
The use of the exercises will help to deepen the impact of the teaching, and 
pupils will grasp lessons better this way. The questions also indicate to the teacher 
how well the lessons have been understood by each pupil. 

G. With pupils in year 7, you may find the book IslUmforYouiigct People more useful, 
especially the stories given in the book. 

H. In years 8 and 9 you should arrange your lessons to include some stories of the 
prophets. 

F lu years 10-12. the pupils should be encouraged to do more extensive research 
projects and not be limited to this book alone. 7 hese should cover the following 


i. §alflh and its importance in our life, 
n. The role oi the Mosque in Islam, 
lit. ALKa'hah. 

iv. Maspdun Nabl 

v. Hajj. 

vi. Festivals: ‘ Idol Fitr and 'Ithrf AdhiJ. 

vii. Q)tr\ln. 

viii. Muslim countries and their resources. 


ix. Islam and modern world 

x. The status of women in Islam 
w. Islam and Terrorism 

\n. What can Islam offer to the present 
day world? 


J. Tor pupils in years 10-12 class discussions on various issues related to living in a 
non muslina society should be included to allow pupils to freely express their 
views and answer any questions on the issues discussed. 

K. It is the challenging task of the Muslim teachers and parents to make their lessons 
both interesting and motivating tor pupils of all age groups to ensure the 
knowledge learnt is not just memorised but internalised and therefore practised 
in their day to day lives. The lessons have to therefore be varied to engage the 
pupils and not become lectures given by the teachers. It is also the teachers 
responsibility to differentiate the teaching according to the ability of different 
pupils. The questions at the end of each topic vary in difficulty and can be 
selected to cater for pupils individual needs. (Tiered Questions) 

L. Quranic references are included throughout the book and should be utilised 
fully nr lessons to enable pupils to understand its role as the divine guidance for 
all humans. 
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Suggested arrangement of study topics according to age group 

Key Stage 3: Year 7 (age 12) 

Total no. of lessons for a year: 25 

1. Islam: two lessons: 

l. Meaning and Way of Life 

ii. Everything in nature is obeying the law of Allflh 

2. Purpose of Creation: one lesson 

3. Basic Beliefs: one lesson 

4. Al-lwulind Mufk^al: one lesson 


5. Vm’hui: two lessons: 

i. 

Meaning and Sflratul Ikhlils 

it. 

Powers of Allnh 

C Risfl/tf/i: two lessons: 

i. 

Meaning of RitfUh and its importance 

ii. 

Names of prominent prophets 

7. Akhimh: two 

lessons: 

i. 

Death and its implications 

ii. 

Day of Judgment 

8. SWrft/ii/j: one lesson: Meaning word by word 

l ), Sal tlh : one lesson: Names and timings 

10. 1 Vu dfl’: three 

lessons: 

i. 

Importance, Niyyak 

ii. 

How to make Wudfl' 

in. 

What makes Wudfl ' invalid? 

1 1 . Fard $ahlh: one lesson: RakAihs in each $aldli 

12. How to perform seven lessons: 

i. 

Niyyah and Subhatuika 

ii. 

Tu'awwudh, Tasmiyah and S flnitul Ritilnih (recitation) 

ii l. 

Meaning of Sttmtul Fdtihah 

IV. 

Stimtul Ikhlfy (meaning and recitation) 

V. 

Ruku\ Qiyclni, Tashfh and Sul fid 

vi. 

Tasliiilihud 

vii. 

Dar fid and Du % ‘ 


13, Lessons of Salflh: one lesson 
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to 


Key Stage 3: Years 8 & 9 (age 13-14) 

Total no. of lessons lor a year: 25 
1. Islam (introduction): one lesson 
Purpose of Creation: one lesson 

3. Mohammedanism is a misnomer: one lesson 

4. Basic Beliefs: one lesson: Seven Beliefs and /IL/mfiwi/ Mtifttfaf 

5. Grouping of Basic Beliefs: one lesson: 

Tau’hld, Rifflhih, Akin rah 

6. Tawljfd: two lessons: 

i, Sura ml Ikhlflf 

ii. Powers and attributes of Allah 

7. Risflfoh: two lessons: 

i. Meaning of Risfltah and its significance 

ii. Names of 25 prophets mentioned in the Qur'an 

8 . A kh i rah ; t wo lessons : 

i. Effect of this belief on human life 

ii. Death and Day of Judgement (explanation) 

9. Basic Duties: six lessons: 

i. Names ot Duties and the meaning and significance 
of Sft<i/i3rfdfi 

ii. $ahlh — names, times, importance 

iii. $awni — meaning and explanation 

iv. Zdkfih — meaning and significance with rate 

v. Hajj— meaning and important rituals 

vi. Jihad — meaning and explanation 

10. Life of Mulwmtuid eight lessons: 

i. Explanation of verses (33:21) and (21:107) of the Qur'an 

ii. Birth, Childhood and Business Trip to a$h~SluVn 

iii. Marriage and Prophethood 

iv. First revelation (5 verses of Surat h l Alaq) 

v. A If s acceptance of Islam, Alt and the Dinner 

vi. The Prophet £$ on Mount $affl 

vii. Hostility of the Quraish 

viu. 'Umar accepts Islam 
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Key Stage 4: Years 10 & 11 (age 15-16) 

Total No. of lessons for a year: 25 

1. Islam (introduction): one lesson: 

Explanation of the complete rode of- life 

2. Purpose of Creation: one lesson 

Explanation of 7 bfldah and the verse 51 :56 of the Qttr'fiti 

3. Three Basic Concepts: three lessons; 

i. Tawlnd and al-Qadr 

ii. Effect of lawhfd on human life 

in. Risfllah and Akkirak 

4. Basic Duties: four lessons: 

i. Shahsdah and its significance 

ii. $alillt and its teachings 

iii. Saww and Zakilh 

v. Hajj and Jihad 

5. Life of Muhammad twelve lessons: 

l. The best example for mankind and the last prophet 

ii. Birth, Childhood, Teenager and the Harbul Fijtlr 
and Hilfu! Pudnl 

iii. Marriage and Search tor the Truth, receiving the 
Truth 

iv Islamic Movement begins, Alt's acceptance of Islam. 
All and the Dinner 

v. The Prophet on Mount 
f fostility begins 
Emigration to Ahbyssinia 

vi. * Umar accepts Islam, 

Boycott and confinement. 

Year of sorrow 

vii. Al-\li‘r$j and Hijrah 

viii. Battle of Badr 

xi. Battle of Uhud 

x. Battle of Ahzfth 

xi. Conquest of Makkah 

xii. Farewell Address and Death 
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6. Islamic Personalities: two lessons; 

i . A htt Bakr an d 7 'mar 

ii. * Uthtndti and 'All 

7. Economic and Political System of Islam: two lessons: 

i. Economic System 

ii. Political System 

Key Stage 5: Years 12 & 13 (age 17-18) 

Total no, of lessons: 25 

1. Islamic way oflife: two lessons: 

i. Islam is a complete code of life. Verse 3:19 of the 
Q ur'tln arid explanation 

ii. Excellence and practicality of Islamic way of life for 
all ages 

2. Basic Duties of Islam: three lessons: 

i. Basic Beliefs of Tawhld, Ri$&lah,Akhirah and 

Shakfldah 


ii. 

‘lbtidah — the purpose oflife — $awm 

and Hajj 

lii 

Jihfldi the end result of * lb fid ah 

Prophet Muhammad^ life: seven lessons: 

i. 

a) The mission of the Prophet (61:9) 

b) The last Prophet ^ 

c) The best example for mankind 

ii. 

a) The beginning of the IslSmic Movement 

b) Hostility 

c) Hijrah 

iii. 

a) FTrst Islamic State at Madinah 

b) Battle of Badr 

vi. 

a) Battle of Uhud 

b) Battle of Ahzftb 

v. 

Conquest of Makkah 

vi. 

Farewell address 

vii. 

a) Mission Accomplished 

b) The example of the ideal way oflife 

Shari Ah: two lessons: 

i. 

a) Shari Ah and its meaning 

b) Sources of the Sharli Ah 


4 . 


ii. a) Six most authentic Books of Ahfldfth 
b) Fiqh 

5. Family Lite in Islam: three lessons: 

i. a) Basis of Social Life 

b) Marriage — Basis of Family 
il Rights of Women 

hi* Polygamy and Islam 

6. Economic System of life: two lessons: 

i. Islam and Economic System 

ii. Basic Features of Islamic Economic System 

7. Political System of Islam: two lessons: 

i. Islam and Politics 

ii. Features of Islamic Political System 

H. Qur’anic Quotations: two lessons: 

l. Basic Virtues of Life 

ii. Bad Conduct 

9. Selected AhfldJth: two lessons: 

i. Basic Duties 

ii. Bad Conduct 

Note:Teachers and parents are free to arrange the topics and decide the number of 
lessons to adequately deal them for pedagogic purpose.The above arrangement should 
be treated as a guide only. 
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Glossary 

It is difficult to translate Arabic terms into English (or any other language), especially those used tn the 
(Jur'tfn and the Ahtidlih A brief explanation of the meaning of the important Arabic words used in tins book 
is given below Note that some words in Arabic have \T (meaning ‘the’) at the beginning, e g. ni'Qur'Xu In 
the .e cases we omit the \d\ e.g. just Qi/rVlw. We retain it, however, in names and phrases We have also uses! a 


phonetic translation, e.g. 

v/ *■ 

a n- Nasa 'r (not ah Nasci *l) , 

m 

4M ^ V 

^1 . Ju? 

#> 

The Arabic tfafitilliihn 'dhiilii msalhnu, written after the name of 
Prophet Af/i/jiinw: ui &L meaning ‘peace and blessings of AM be 
upon him 

Adhftn 


jlij 

The call to $afoh. 

AhSdlth 



(sing. HaM) Reports of the sayings, deeds and actions approved 
by Prophet Xfulttinmuhl £^. 

Ahzab 



Meaning the Troops or the t ion federates. The thirty thud Sflruh 
of the Qi<r >i and the name of the third important battle fought 
by Prophet Muhanmuiti &. 

Akhirah 



Life after death, h includes tlie Day of Judgement and the never- 
ending life after death 

V\laq 


\ 

Something that c lings Also translated as dot of blood or leech. 
Name of the ninety-sixth SffwJi of the Qur'an. 

Allah 



The proper name of God. AU.lh is the Maker of all creatures, He 
is not just the God of Muslims, but ot all human kind. 

Ali *|mr5n 


$} 

The third 5ft rJi of the QurXu meaning the family of ‘Imrltn. 

Ahnal 


jCi-j 

i 

(sing. 'Atttaf) Actions or deeds. 

Am ana h 



(also AtnlUnU) Meaning trust. (2:283; 4:58: 8:27) 

Atnln 


jJ 

*■ «r 

The word said after the recitation of SflRjfjd hv i(uih or any du\Y 
to AM The word means: ‘Accept our prayer, O Allah’. 

al-Attiln 



Meaning ‘the Trustworthy’, one of the titles of Prophet 
Mulitwwhul 

‘Ankabfit 


* « *■ * 

Twenty- ninth Stlrah of the Qrir^n, meaning ‘the spider’, 

AnsSr 


jUM i 

(sing, v4rj,tfrr) The Madlnan Muslims who helped Prophet 
Muhammad 

‘Aqabah 


<&\ 

The place near Makkah where Madman Muslims made a 
covenant w ith Prophet Mttijawnuid 

‘Arafist 


J 

The plain 25km south-east of Makkah where people gather during 
Hajj. (2:198) 

Arkamil Islam 


j'iji 

The five pillars (or bask' duties) of Islam. 

Asndullah 


•i .. * 

ajji 

Lion of Allah. One of the titles of Khaltfiih 'All 

AshflrJL 



The tenth day of the first Islamic month, Muharnim. 

‘Asr 


4 * 

J i 

Name of the $d/£fi after mid-afternoon. 

Aws 



A tribe of Madhiith. 
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Awsuq 


Ay;*h 

Badr 

al-Biuhaqf 

Baitul Maqdis 

Baitullfth 

Band 

Bashar 

Basnialah 

Birr 

al-Bukhiirf 

Dariid 

Dhikr 

Dhul Hi[jab 
Din 

Dfniil Fitrah 
Dur 

Fajr 

Faqlh 

Fard 

Fardu K day ah 

a!-F3rfiq 

FatwS 

Fiqh 

Fiqhuz Zaknh 
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(also Awsfr], sing. H i;.^) 5 Auwuf are equivalent to 653 kg. the 
Niftlh for y^knh on agricultural produce. 

(pi. ydytff) A verse of the Qiir'tln. 

The place 12H kni souch westofMadlnah where the Muslims fought 
their first Hattie against the infidels, of Makkah. (3.13, K 41) 

Refers to a collection of A iuldlth hv Abl J Ihb Alntuui hin Husain 
at-Baihaqf. 

The Sacred House situated in Jerusalem, i.e. Mtufidul AqfB. 

The House of Allah in Makkah, Saudi Arabia. 

(also ftwi) This word means ‘children of or Tribe of 
Meaning ‘nun’. (18:1 10) 

(sec lasmiydK) 

Meaning ‘righteousness’. The Qur’anic term refers to all good 
actions and efforts done to gain Allah’s favour and blessings. 

Refers to al- Bukhari, the most authentic collection of 
Ahffdtth {it hnilm a! Bukhari. 

Reciting \\laa iWuyy during .Wrtft or at any other time 

This is a Persian word. 

Remembering or praising Allah. 

Twelfth month of Islamic calendar, when Ha jj is performed every 
year, 

Meaning ‘religion’.' way of life , 'judgement' (1:3; 3: 1 9; 5:3; 107:1; 
109:5; 1 10:2) 

The natural way oT life* or the religion of nature. (30:30) 

A supplication to Allah, or asking Allah for favour., blessing and 
mercy. 

Name of the fiild/i at dawn. 

A person with a sound knowledge and understanding of Fiqh. 

Compulsory' duty prescribed by Allah. 

A collective obligation or duty of the Muslims. When some of 
the Muslims in an area do this, the obligation is discharged. If no 
one does it, everyone in the area would he considered sinful — 
e.g. $alntul Jiwmak 

The title of Khctllfah 'Umar meaning ‘the discinguisher between 
the right and the wrong’. 

(pi. Fattlwn) A ruling on an issue given by a person well versed in 
the Qur'an and the Sutuiah. 

Literally ‘understanding . The term refers to the science of Islamic 
law or jurisprudence. 

Islamic law's regarding Zak.lh (Also the name of a book written 
by YOsuf al-Qara<jtow'i.) 


Fir* awn 

,d^j> 

(English; Pharoah) Title of’the rulers ot ancient Egypt, 

Gltairn Mu’akkadah 
(Sunnah) 

AJO yi* 

Refers ro the s SWj/i performed wily occasionally by Prophet 
Muhammad ££ As opposed to these, there ate Suwuih Mu \;kk<i4i)h 
SVi/a/i w! ih h Pnophei Muiummad &■’ performed regularly, e g 2 mk'ah 
of Stwnah before $ulatu! GifV 

al-Ghani 


The title of Midr/.j/i 1 lihwitti meaning ‘the rich 

al-Ghurrul 

Muhajjnlfin 

yi\ 

Meaning distinctly bnght’.Tlu- parts of the body of the Muslims 
washed during 11 WflVill shine on the l>ay of Resurrection and 
angels wil call them bv ibis name, 

Gliusl 

lb* 

Washing the whole body for (4 43: rn) 

Hadlth 

L 

(pi Ahiidtth) A report of a saying, deed or a« tion approved by 
Prophet Muliiutwnul 

Hafiz 

Jiit 

(pi. Huffttz) One who memorises the whole Qw'Sn 

Hajar 


(English. Hagar) One ot the wives of Prophet (hrfihlm, and die 
mother of Prophet lama'll. 

al-Hajarul Aswad 

1 jiii 

The Black. Stone at the southeast corner of the Ki%ih. 

HajJ 

t¥ A 

tr 

The pilgrimage to I he House of Allah (Bii/rn/fj/d m Makkah. 
One of the five basic duties or pillars of Islam. (2:158, 1% -203; 
3:97; 5:2; 22:30) 

Halal 


i hat which is lawful (permitted) in Islam. 

HarSm 

- ft 

That which is unlawful (forbidden) ill Islam. 

HarbuJ FijSr 

' uJ v> 

A sacrilegious war which broke out during Muhammad's ££ youth 


when hr was between fifteen and twenty years old It is so called 
because the war was fought during rhe months when war was 
conventionally forbidden. 


HawwT 


(English: Eve) Wife of Adam, first man and the Prophet of Allah 
on earth. 

Hay3' 


Meaning modesty , ‘self -respect Ybashfulo ess’, etc Refers to the 
feeling of shame when a bad act is done or something indecent 
happens. 

HidSyah 

Aj jjsA 

Guidance from Alhh. 

Hij3b 


A Muslim woman’s veil or head-covering when meeting strangers 
and going oui. 

Hijrah 

». ^ " 

The migration of Prophet Mniuumtuul & from Makkah toMadlnah. 

Hilful Fudol 

} } 

Meaning* The Alliance fortheVirtuous’.The charitable organisation 
which Muhammad joined as a young man of Makkah. 

HirJP 


Name of the cave in Mount JVflr at Makkah where the first 
revelation of the Qur’an was brought by the angel Jibra'll to 
Prophet Muluummd 

Hubal 


The chief idol ot the Match an people in the pre-Uhmic pet lod 
of ignorance. It was destroyed when Makkah was conquered by 


the Muslims. 


223 


i 


Hudaibiyyah 


Tbtldab 


IbUs 

ur^*i 

‘Tdul Adha 

^ * * ,* •' 
J 1 J 

Tdul Fi*r 


IhrSm 


fhsSn 


Ijina* 


linSin 

r ui 

Ini3n 

0^1 

al-linSnul Mufassal 


InjII 


Iqfimali 

t ■ 

Iqra* 

‘>1 

‘Isha’ 

‘•Gup 

Islam 



isram 


Isra’li 


1‘tidal 


TzrS’Il 


Jahannam 


Jam3 ‘all 

Si-Ui- 

JanSzah 


Jannah 



A well -known place 16 km from Makkali on the way to Jeddah. 

rVanslated as ‘worship , u refers to any permitted activity 
performed to gain Allah's pleasure. 

The devil or Satan (ShaifJHl who disobeyed Allah and swore to 
misguide humans from Allah's path. 

The annual festival of sacrifice between KM 3 Dhirl iSqjah. 

The annual festival on 1st Shamir, If, after a month ot fasting in 
RamadSn. 

The special dress worn by pilgrims during Ifajj. 

T he highest stage of ImlUi when a believer obeys Allah’s i omniands 
as if he is seeing Allah, and though he does not see Allah, he knows 
Allah secs him all the time. (16:90) 

Consensus reached by the Islamic jurists on a matter of Islamic 
law One of the sources of Islamic Shari 'ah. 

I he person who leads prayer in a congregation, or a leader. 

Faith or belief. 

The faith in detail. 

Gospel. The book revealed to Prophet 'ha (lesus). 

The second call ter prayer, made when Salti!' is about to begin in 
congregation. 

Meaning ‘read’, the first word ot the Qm'ilu revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad at cave Him (96: 1 ) 

Name of the $atjfr at night 

This is the name given by Allah to the religion for mankind. The 
word means submission and obedience to Allah's commands to 
attain peace in this life and in the Akhiuih. It began with the first 
prophet Adam and was completed at the time of Prophet 
Muhammad 

Name of the angel who vvt I blow the trumpet signalling the 
end of tins world, the resurrection of mankind and the start ot 
the judgement. (Qur'an; 1 8:99; 36:51; 23 101; 39:68; Saha Muslim: 
vol. I , no. 1694) 

Another name of Prophet Ya'qfib (Jacob), hence Rwfl (or 
meaning: ‘The children of htd'if. 

Returning to the position of qiySm after rukfi'. 

Name of the angel called Malakul Mawt in the Qur'tiu. (32:1 1; 
7 dfslr lint Kathlr , vol 3, page 73, Beirut 1981). 

Hell, the place of eternal suffering. 

Congregation, when people say §alnh as one group. 

The funeral 

Heaven, the place of eternal bliss. Literally ‘Garden*, also called 
Paradise. 


I 
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?: 


if- 



Jerusalem 


Jibra’ll 


JihSd 



Jinn 


Ji/yah 

\j>- 

Jfidiyy 


Jumadal Akhirah 


JunuTah 


Ka'bah 


Kafir jS& 

al-Kalimatut Taiyibah 

• (* 

Khaibar 


Khalifah 

Adi*- 

KhalilullSh 


Khandaq 


Khazraj 

Khilafah 


KhuT 

e 

al-KhulatVur 

RashidQn 

jjjJi t)\ -CTil 

K but bah 

dd 

KirSman KatibTn 


al-Kubra 


Kutubullah 

\ * > V 

al-Lat 



The city, known in Arabic as .i/-QWj\ where al-Mdsiidttl Aq$3 is 
situated, his was the hist Qibiah ot the Muslims. It is the third 
most sacred place in Ishm. It is now under Israeli occupation. 

The ange! (Gabriel) who brought revelation from Allah. (2*97-98). 

One ol the important duties in Islam, it means to strive fihnd fj 
sahT lilluli (Striving for the sake of Allah) means exerting all out 
efforts to establish Mi*rnf and remove Mntthir from society in 
order to gain Allah’s pleasure 

Allah’s creatures with free will, c reated from smokeless it\ 

i he tax levied on non Muslim citizens ot an Islamic state (9 29; 
also (il-Bxkhfttf, vol. 4. 384 386) 

The mount <>l fRuiyy in Turkey where Prophet iVn/;V ark rested, 
(11:44) 

The sixth month of die Islamic calendar. 

(see SaUltnl }utuu‘ah) 

The first place hm t lor the' worship of Allah, in Makkah. Also 
called ‘ The House ol Allah (BaitfUflh). 

(pi. Kiifiriifi or Kuffnt) A person who does not believe in Islam. 

The pure sentence, i.e. the words said in tish-ShahiUhth. 

An Arabian oasis inhabited by lews during Prophet MuLmiui itly $£ 
time, situated 160 km north ofMadlnah. 

An agent o» vicegerent ot Allah on earth, 

friend of Allah, I he title ot Prophet linjhitn. 

Meaning ‘trench’ or ‘ditch’. Refers to the battle of Ah?ab or the 
battle of Khandaq 

A tribe ofMadtnah during Prophet Mnfhi'tumul's titue. 

The Caliphate. The rule by a Khtihfah. 

A wife’s right to seek separation from her husband under Islamic 
law, when the marriage is unsustainable. 

1 he rightly-guided Khulafh or the four consecutive successors ol 
Prophet Mulnunmad i.e. Abn liakr a}-$iddfq, ‘Umar al-l : 3rQq, 
‘Uthmdii id-Giuwi. and *Ah af-MurtadQ. 

I he sermon given before $al8tuljutnu\ih. Usually a lecture about 
IslSm. 

Meaning 'respected scribes’. (82:1 1) The angels who write down 
everything man does on earth. 

Meaning the Great’ (feminine ol rd-Kci/rfr). A title ot Khudtjah, 
the first wife ol Prophet Xtulnunnuid jjfc. 

The books revealed by Allah. 

The idol worshipped by the tribe (tib-Tihu/fi in ‘fYif It was 
destroyed by at-Mu^hlralt bin Shu %ih. 
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Mmbnatun Nabiyy 


Maghrib 

Makkah 


M akrQh 






The city of Prophet Muljammad commonly shortened to 
Madlnah 



Name of the Salilh just after sunset. 

The city where the Ka'bah is located and the birth place of 
Prophet Muhammad f&. Also called Rakkah in the Q»r\7/t. (3:%) 

Those things which are disliked and are reprehensible in Islamic 
SharVah. 


Mals’ikah 


Malakul Mawt 


Mandflb 


MaTnf 

. * *•' 

Mar wah 

,♦ " 1 i 

*JLr* 

Masjid 


al-Masjidul AqsS 


al- Masjid ul Harani 


al-Masjidun Nabawi 


Mika’Il 


Millab 

*L- 

' - 

Millatun Wsibidah 

Minn 

Jr* 

MlqSt 


Mi‘rSj 


Mlratli 


MishkSh 


Mu’adhdhin 

v > 

0 ?> 

Mubah 

ru* 

w 

Mufti 


Mubajirfln 


Muhammad ^ 

j»g fj 

52?, 


(sing. Malak) Angels. 

The angel of death. Also known as Azril’ll. (32:1 1) 

The word used in Islamic A'/wT Wr to mean ‘recommended’ 

Right actions. Its opposite is Munkar (wrong). 

The hillock on the other side of 6h/£. (2.15b) 

Literally 'a place of prostration'. A mosque. 

The mosque in Jerusalem which was the first Qibfah for Muslims 
before al-Masjidul HarJm (17:1) 

The mosque in M ikkah where the Ka'bah is situated 

The Prophet s Mosque at Madlnah. 

(also MlkSl) The angel who is mentioned in the (2:98) 

(also MiUat) Nation or community. 

One nation. 

A place situated 6.5 kin to the cast of Makkah. 

(pi. Mautiqri) Five fixed places front where wearing //» is 
compulsory for those intending to go on 7 Jmrah or / /if/. 

The ascent of Prophet Muhammad & to 1 leaven, whit h happened 
on 17 Rajah. (53:1 1-12) 

Inheritance in Islamic law. 

Refers to Mishk&ntl MafUbih, a collection of Ahsdfth by Ahn 
Muhammad al-};Iusain bin Mas* fid (died 516 AH). 

The person who calls the Adhttn. 

A term of Islamic law meaning silent, 1 e neither recommended 
nor reprehensible. 

One who is qualified to give a patufl (Islamic ruling). 

(sing. Mtthajir) The migrants.The Makkan Muslims who migrated 
to Madlnah. Literally, those who make f-Iijmh. 

The final messenger of Allah to mankind. He was Muhammad 
bin ’AbdullSh. 
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Mu’miti 

jy 

(pi. AfriVmi/lu) A believer. 

MunSfiq 

,vC> 

(pi Munzfiiin’ii Meaniiig ‘hvpncntc'. A person wlu> claims to be ,i 
believer but docs not act according to his beliefs 

Munkar 


Wrong actions. Its opposite is Ma tilf (right). 

Muqlm 


A local resident 

Muqladi 


A Muslim who prays behind an IstuVti 

iil-Murtad3 

cr^r 1 ’ 

A title of Khali fall ‘All niraning'iht" one with whom Allah is pleased’. 

Musalli 

l V. 

A person saving $dl(lh. 

Mushaf 

p ^ » i 

A copy of the Qur’titt, 

Muslim 


A person who freely and consciously accepts the Islamic way of 
life, and sincerely practices it. 

Also, refers to $ahlh Muslim, the authentic collection of Ahadlth 



of ImBw Muslim 

MuttaqI 

■*.7 * 

An .Allah i oust ions person. A person Itavrng is (ailed a Mutlaql 

Muzdalifah 

<^yS\ 

A place between ’Arafat and Mntf located 1 1 .5 km to the east of 
Makkah. Pilgrims are required to stay here (called al Mash^ril 
faarsrn) on the mght of 10 Dhul Hit fait (2: 1 9H) 

Nabiyy 

y 

(pl./lidrijtf’) Prophet 

Nadir 

\ 

iVtft/frwas a Jewish tribe in Madlnah. 

NSfilah 

ikbu 

(pi. .VdiciT/i/) Optional. 

an-NasiTl 

JL iii 

Kefers to Sutian an-Kata'l, one of the six most authentic 


collections of AhiUltfh. 

NazStah 


Cleanliness. 

Nikah 


Meaning marriage between a man and a woman. 

NisSb 


The amount of annual savings of a Muslim on which payment 
of Zaknh is compulsory. 

Niyyah 

-* ^ * 
A-*— » 

a > 

Intention. 

NOr 

jy 

Allah’s light. Angels are created from Nar. 

Qad3’ 


Making up for a missed prayer. 

Qadisiyyah 


A place in Iraq where the Muslim and the Persian army fought a 
battle in the year 636/637 CE. 

Qadr 


Meaning ‘measure’, ‘power’ or ‘destiny’. /W-Qa</r refers to the 



foreknowledge of Allsh about all of creation. 

Qainuqa 1, 


Band QamuqS' was a Jewish tribe in Madtnah, 

Qiblah 

kU_3 

The direction towards the Ka 'bah in Makkah to which Muslims 



face during $j/iT/r. 

Qiy3m 

r ? 

Standing upright in 

QiySs 


Analogs- or reasoning in Islamic Skari'ah on the basis of similar 
circumstances. 
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QiinOt 


Qur'an 


Quraizah 

* y % 

Rabl‘ul Awwal 

1 vj j 

Rajah 

j 

Rakhih 


Ramadfln 

oC^-j 

Rasfll 


Riba 


RisSlah 

ill-; 

Rtih 

& 

Rukfl‘ 


Sadaqah 


as-S3diq 


SatS 

%u\ 

Safar 


$ah3bah 


SahQr 

f *- 

jy^ 

Saifutlnh 


Saiyidatun Nis3' 

^ i d 1 h*t 

Sajdah 

. “■ ♦ - 

Sajdatus Sahw 


Salsh 


SalAm 



as-Sal3tu ‘alan Nabiyy 
Salami Jmnu'ah 


The special dn'tfsaid during $atlttnt Witr. 

The sacred book of Muslims, the final hook of guidance from Allah, 
sent down to Muhammad £$, through the angel lihra'tl (Gabriel) 
over a period of 23 years. 

liiwfl QiiraUt th was a Jewish tribe in M.tdinah 

The third month of the Islamic calendar 

The seventh month of the Islamic calendar. 

(pi Raka'Ht) A unit’ of $ai3h, each having two, three or 
tour rak'ahs. 

Ninth month ol the Islamic cficndar.the month of obligators’ tasting. 

(pi Rush/) Messenger. Riisfltuliilh means Messenger of Allah, 

Interest, which is unlawful in Islam. (2:275- 276) 

Messengers hip. I he channel of communication between Allah 
and His Messengers, through His angels, books and messengers. 

Soul, which lives on after death. (32;9) Also used in the (Jnr'fitt 
to refer to the angel (97:4) 

Bowing during $<ilah 

Charitable expenditure in b am. Also used to refer to Z.ikzh (9:0(1) 

One of the titles of Prophet Muhammad £&, meaning 4 The 
Truthful’. 

I he hillock neat Bnitulifth (House of Allah) from where pilgrims 
make a fast walk to the hillock of A farutih. (2:158) 

Second month of the Islamic calendar. 

(sing §atuibf) Companions of Prophet Muluimmad $&. 

A pre-dawn meal taken by Muslims during the fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

Sword of Allah The title of KhfiHd bin ai-lVilld, the famous 
commander of the Muslim army. 

Leader of the women in Jannah.J his is the title given to f fifimah. 
the youngest daughter of Prophet Muliamtmid 

Prostration during prayer. 

Prostrations to make up for a mistake made during $alah. 

The compulsory prayer, offered at fives set times every day in a 
particular way. 

Turning the head to the right and left at the end of saying 
Assttldmu \diukum i m fithmatullah. 

The Dartld recited after at Titshahinui at the end of a particular $alsh. 
The special congregational tfatffh said at midday every Friday. 
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Sawm 


Fasting in the month of Ramadan. one of the five pillars (basic 
duties) of Islam. 

Sha‘b3n 


Eighth month of the Islamic calendar 

ShahSdah 


Testifying that “There is no god but Allah, Muhatfutuni is Allah's 
messenger”, The first pillar (basic duty) oflslam 

Shahid 


A Muslim who sacrifices his life for Allah's sake. 

Shuitftn 

6 ^ 

The Arabi< word for devils or evil fon es (mm Jinn. 

Sharl'ah 


Way, path, law, oi code ot conduct. 

Shaw wSl 


The tenth month of the Isl-tmn calendar 

Shirk 

i\" *■ 

Attributing partnership to Allah A great sin. 

ShOrB 

' « \ 
Sir* 

Consultation among learned Muslims. (42 Ad) 

ay-Siddlq 


The title nt Khalffah Abfi Ihkr meaning testifier to the truth. 

Slrah 

ijp\ 

Biography of the ife of Prophet Muhammad and his companions. 

Sujod 

9 > > 

Prostrating during $i fab. 

Sunnah 

‘i * 

(pi. Sutian ) 1 he example of Prophet Muhammad in what he 

did, said and approved. 

Also, the additional $<ilnh practised by Prophet Muluimirnui S&. 

Sfirah 

' • } 

(pi. Suuwr) A chapter of the Qur 3n. 

TaTiwwudh 


Saying A%ihu billflhi mitnish shaifnirir m/rm. 

Tafsir 


Detailed explanation of the meaning of the Quran. 

lahajjjnd 

^ - 

Optional $atlfh between midnight and dawn. 

Tah3rah 

ij\^> 

io be clean and pure. 

Takblr 

■ &L 

Saying A Hahn Akbar. 

Fakblratul Ihratn 

*1 '■ 9 

\ •* i -'-s v 

Saying Attaint Akbar at the start of the Salah. 

Tal3q 


A husbands right to divorce his wife in IslJniic Shari *ah when 
the marriage is not sustainable (2:228-232; 65:1-7) Af-Tafaq is 
the name of the 65th Sarah of the Qur'an. 

Talbiyah 

kJS 

Literally ‘response’ or ‘compliance’ The words "Lahhailt, (tlhihummti 
labbaik. . . recited whilst in l/niini during 'Unmih or Hajj 

T»qw3 

sSy* 

Piety. Allah consciousness or fear of Allah. 

TarSwIh 


The special $aI<Jh said after TwT in Ramadan, 

Tasbih 


Saying Sub/nlna rabbiyal... (Glorification of Allah). 

Tashahluul 

. £ h« 

The recitation after two rak'iifo and at the end ot Salah. 

Tashrlq 

S^’&) 

The three festive days following lluiAdha (11-13 Dhnl tiijjdh). 

Tasitiiyah 


Saying Bhmillahir ra/jnnlnir rnhfm. Aho called the Basmalah. 

Tawbah 

*>.y 

Meaning 'repentence . To ask Alinh’s forgiveness for our mistakes 
and sins. Af-lawbah is the name or the 9th Sfirah ot the Qiu an. 
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Taw rah 


rayamnium 
Than S’ 
Thawr 


at-Tirmidli! 


Tuwa 


Uhud 


Ummah 

Uituniyy 

'Umrali 

Uswatun Hasanah 

al-‘Uzz3 

WiSjib 

Witr 

\Vmjn’ 

Yathrib 
Yawniuddln 
Yawtniil Akhirah 
Zabflr 
az-ZahrS’ 

ZakSh 


Zamzam 

Zuhr 












Torah. The book revealed to Prophet MQsfi by Allnh. 

Pry ablution, performed when water is scarce, unavailable or 
when using it would be harmful. 

Meaning'praise’or'appreoation .Saying .SVi/itfmikii alijhumma. . . 
after Takhtratul lhriitu. 

A mount near Makkali in which there is a cave where Prophet 
Muhammad & and Aktf liakr took shelter whilst migrating to 
Madinah. (9;40) 

Refers to J8mi‘ at- f'irmidht, one of the six most authentic 
collections ofAhddJth. 

The name of the sacred valley at Mount Sinai where Prophet 
,V//b<l received Allah's message. (20:12) 

A mount north of Madinah where the second battle was [ought 
by Prophet Muhammad & and the Muslims against the infidels 
of Makkah. (3:121-128) 

Commumty, nation. (3:110) 

A person who cannot read or write. The Qur’tln uses this term 
to describe Prophet Muhammad S&. 

The lesser pilgrimage to the Ka 'hah in Makkah any time ol the 
year (2: 1 SH) 

Meaning ‘an excellent example'. The Qur'amc term refers to 
Prophet Muhammad & 

The idol of Bantl Shaibflti located at Nakhtah . It was destroyed bv 
Khnlid hit t al- Hiihd. 


>-\ j Obligatory. 

L>y Literally ‘odd' (opposite of even). Refers to the §a!{jh offered 
" after ‘1sha\ 


+ Washing foi !>alsh in a prescribed wav. 

A pre-Utoinic name of Madinah. (3 .V l 3) 

•jjJl I he Day of Reckoning or of Judgement in the life after death. 

The Last Day or the Day of Judgement. 

Psalms. The book revealed by Allah to Prophet Dflivild, 

A title of fSfimah, the youngest daughter of Prophet 
Muhammad meaning ’radiantly beautiful*. 

Welfare contribution — a compulsory payment from a Muslims 
annual savings, one of the five pillars (basic duties) of Islam. It is an 
act of 'IMdali (worship) and should not be confused with any tax. 


l ' j ij 51 

i ft 



Literally ‘bubbling' or ‘abundance of water’. The famous well 
near the Ka ‘Mi, discovered by Hsjaf. 


Name of the $altih just after midday. 



4 

Aaron. Srr Prophets: Mi 
al~'Ahb9$ bin ‘Abdul Mutplib 97, 107, I ! 3 116 
‘Abdul MuRaiib 80, 119 
‘Abdulhh (father of Muhammad &) 80. 
'Abdullah (son of Muhammad 82, 136 
‘Abdullah bm Abf Rabi'ah 92 
‘Abdullah bin az-Zubair 33 
‘Abdullah bin Hudhafah 127 
‘Abdullah bm Jubair 107 
‘Abdullah bin )ud‘an 81 
Abdullah bin Mas’ fid 88 
‘Abdullah bin Ubavy bin Sdfl) 107 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar 139 
Abdullah bin Zaid 104 
* Abdui Rahman bin Ab! Bakr 126 
‘Abdur Rahman bm‘Awf 88, 129 
‘Abdur Rahman bin al-Harith 33 
Ablution. See WudO’ 

Abortion 160, 194 
Abraham. See Prophets: Ibrahim 
Abo ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ya/fd al Qazwiul 
155 

Abo ‘Abdur Rahman Ahmad bin ShtPaib an 
Nasa'T 155 

Abn AyyOb al~Any3rT 32, 99, 103 
Abo Bakr bin Abt Quhafah 33, 87, 88, 90, 98, 
117. 123-127, 139,229 
Abn Bakr Ahmad bin Husain akBaihaqt 222 
Abn Dawnd. See Sunan Abo Dawod 
Abn I >harr al-Ghtflrt 88 
Abo 1 ukaihah 90 









Abo 1 lantfah NifmSn bin Thabit 1 33 
AhO ‘ha Muhammad bin tsS at-Tirmidht 135 
Abo (ahl 90 
AbGbahab 89,90/ 

Abfl Lu'lu 129 







Abo Quhafah 125 
Abo Sufy3n 105, 1(18, 112, 115 
AbQ Talib 80.87,89,94,119 
Abo ‘Ubaid ath-Thaqaft 128 
Abfl ‘Ubaidah bin abjarrllh 88, 127, 128, 129 
Abo Umaivah 
Abud Darda’ 32, 33 
Abul Hakam bin Hisham. See Abfl Jahl 
Abuse 202 
Abyssinia 92,111.113,119,130.136 
Adalet ve Kalkinnia Partisi 171 
Adam. See Prophets: Adam 
‘ Addas 95 

AdhHn 120,221,226, See also IqSmah 
first used 1 04 


wording 44-45 





Adhu9»ijqn 130 
A * • 1 ‘7b 

Afglumst ZM 
Africa 1 ft 

Agricultin •% produce 
AH 11 

Ahaduh. Sn- 1;ladlth 


70.71 



Aii-itiatl hn: f^JtikkU 

Ateabtt ‘tt'uaj, 131.3*1 
\ ishab Kn i, LUkr W, 138 130 
Aiv3mni Tashrk 174 
Ajz3\ See ju/' 

A k hi rah 17,18,32,31,35-36, I7H-I79, 1%, 

221 


‘Alaq 221 
Albania 204 

Alcoholic Drinks l\ f S65.173. See nitf Wins.; 
Alexandria 131 


Algeria 171.204 

‘All bin AbCpilib 87 120,129, 131-133, 

137,221.227 

Ah ‘Imran. See Snr«4 Ah Omr.tn 
Allah 13. 17, 221 

Alhhu Akbar Si e l/hfifiitiil Sb raTri 
Alliance for Charity NW HiLliil TaidOl 
A*mal 105,221 
A m3 n ah 1 16, 169, 2$, 

Amin 50,221 
al-Amtu 83.96,221 
Antinah 80, i 19 
i Amir bin fiuhairah 125 
‘Amni.it 90 

‘Aim bin a! ‘A* 92,111,120,1^.129 
Amr bin Ummaiyah «u,Cpamil 1 13 
Analogy 154 
AnbiyC See Prophets 
Angels 17,26,85, 141, 148, 196,22- 
of Death. See herein ’fcra’ll (Asjrflf 
Israftl 26,224 

‘Iznl’rl (Azr.nl) 26, 35, 224, 226 
JibrS ll (Gabriel) 26.32,85.86,87,96 C96, 
197,225. Sec also Rnh 
KirSman Katibfln 26, 225 
MifcsM (Michael) 26, 226 
Anger 73, 202 

Animals 75. 143, 172, 175, 199 
‘Ankabut 221 
Ansar 97, TOO. 221 
Ants 94 

Aqabah 96,97. 119,22! 
al~Aq$3. See Masjidul Aq$3 
Arab 116 
Arabia 80 

Arabic 10.13,31,35 




(fcgrj | 




Arabic Dates 1 1 
Arabic Symbols 1 1 
‘Aniftlt 75,116. ISO, 175,221 
Aramaic 28 
Argentina 208 
Ark 142 

Arks nut Islam 38,221 
Armenia 130 

al-Arqam bin Abl al-Arqam 88, 04 
Arrogance 103,201 

As.uiull3h 132.221 
al-Asham bin Abjar. See Negus 
‘Ashnra 175,221 
Asms’ bint Abl Bakr 88, 138, 20) 

Amii 3’ bint Saiaimb 88 
Asma’ bint ‘Uniats 88 
*A$r 40.46, 221 

al-Axwad bm 'Anzah aPAnsl 126 
Australia 173, 208 
Aws 100, 109, 221 
Awsuq 71,222 
Ayah 32 
Avat. See Ayah 
Ayatu) Kursl 177 
Azar 1 44 
Azerbaijan 204, See also Adhnrbaijllii 
Azrail. See Angels:' bra'll 
B 

Backbnmg 102, 201 

Budr 1 OS- 106, 120, 126, 131, 137,222 

Bahrr.i 80 

Uahman 128 
Bahrain 204 
aUBaihaql 222 
Baitul Maqdis %, 103, 222 
Baimllah 74,222. See also Ka'bdh 
Bakkah 226 
Bangladesh 171, 204 
Banks 168 
Baud 222 
Asad 80 
Bakr 113 
Hilshim 94 

Isra'il 146,148. See also Bra’ll 
Khuzl‘ah 115 
MakbzOm 89 
al-Mu$faliq 120 
Mu(talib 94 

Nadir 100, 108, 115,227 
Qairutq3‘ 100,120,227 
Quraizah 100, 109, 120, 228 
ShaibJUi 230 
Taim 89 
ath-Thaqlf 225 
Barnabas 28 
Bashar 141, 222 
Basrnalah. See Tasmiyah 
Bath. See Ghusl 



















Battle of the Bridge 128 
Belgium 208 
Benin 208 

Btblc 28,80.114,160 
Bilal bin RabSh 90, 104, 125 
Birds 148 
Birr 191,222 

B’suutlsb 13,200. See disc Tasnuyah 
Black Stone. See ablDjarul Aswad 
Blind 148 
Blood 44, 172, 173 

Books of Allah 1 7, 27-28. 225 See also Injll 
(Gospel); $uhuf of Ibrahim, Iawrlh 
(Torah); ZabtH (Psalms) 

Booty 107. 108 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 204 
Boycott 94, 1 19, 13o 
Brazil 208 
Brothels 163 
Brotherhood 183, 198 
Brunei 204 
Buddhism 15 
Buffaloes 71 

al-Bukh5rl, See Sahrb al-Bukharl 
Bulgaria 208 
BurSq 96 
Burkina Faso 204 
Burma 208 
Burundi 2o8 
0u$r3 80 

Byzantium 111, 131 
C 

Calendar 1 1. 72, 74,99, 174, 175, 222 
Caliphs 125 

Call to prayer. See Ad ban 
Cambodia 208 
Cambridge 160 
Camel 7b, 90, 99, 129, 175 
Cameroon 208 
Canada 173, 208 
Captives 72 
Caravan 105 
Cash 71 

Catholic Church 160 
Cattle 70 
Cave 83 
CE 11 

Central African Kepuhlic 208 
Chad 204 
Charity 70, 199 
Chastity 189-190. 198 
Cheating 192 
Children 197 
China 208 
Chosroes tl 126 
Christian Era 1 1 
Christianity 1 5, 80, 1 60 
Christians 28. 84, 86, 129, 157, 161 















Clay 141,148 
Cleanliness. Sfp J aharah 
Clothing 201. See also Dress 
Cobalt 203 
Coffee 203 
Commodities 203 

Common lira 1 1 
Community, Sir Ummah 
Comoros 204 
Congo, Dim Rep. of 208 
Congo, Rep. of 208 

Congregation 40, 44, 50, 73, 174, 175, 224 
Conjugal relations 73, 76, 157. 163 
Consensus 154 
Constantine 131 
Consultation 169 
Contentment 199 
Contract 1 57 
Contracts 185 








n 



(Converts 72 
Co-operation 1 83 
Corruption 168,193 
Cote d’Ivoire 204 
Cotton 203 
Countries 203 
( outage 1 88 

Cow, The. St t Stliatul Biqarah 
Cows 71 
Cradle 148 
Creator 13 
Croatia ?08 
Crucified 1 49 
Curse 14) 

Cyprus 13U,2fJ8 
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Damascus 33, 129 
DarOd 53,56,222.228 
DarulArqam 94,119 
Dates 1 1 

David. See Prophets* l >3w0d 
I )awtnatul jandal 1 20 
Dawn. See Fajr 
Dawod. See Prophets: DawOd 
Day of Judgement 14, 17, 22, 26,35, 141, 186, 
230 
Death 35 
Debtors 72 
Deceit 165 

Declaration of Faith . Sea Sbshadah 
Destiny. See al-Qadr 
Deuteronomy 28 
Devil. See Shaijan 
Dhikr 31.222 

Dhul Hijjah 11,74,174, 222 
DfauJ Qa'dah 1 1 
Dibyah bm Khallfah 1 1 1 
Din 222, Sat: .dm Religion 
DlnulFitrah 15,222 


Discrimination 1 20 
Divorce 120, 1 59, 1 60. See use Khul* 
Diibouu 204 
Dress 173-174 

Drink 172 173, See ahe Alcoholic 
Drink*; Wine 
Drinking 200 

Dips*. 54, 55-56. 173,221,222 
DQmatu} landal- Sec Dawmatul jandal 
E 

Earnings 167 
Eatmg 173, 200 
Economics 165-168 
Education 16*7 170 

Lgypt 114,114,129/130, 146, 171.204,223 
Elephants 128, 136 
Emigration. See Hyrah 
England 160 
Eritrea 204 
Ethiopia 92, 119, 204 
Eve See HavvwS 
Evil, Sec Munkar 
Exodus 28 
Extravagance 192 
Ezra 2H 
F 

Faith 17, 198. Scrahu 
Fajr 40, 46. 222 
false prophets 126 
Family 157 
Faqih 155,222 
Fard 41, 46, 155,222 
Fardu Kiftvah 59. 222 
al -Flrflq 128.222 
l astmg. Set >a wm 
FatSwJ. See FatwS 


Father W 










al-Futihalv See Sflratul Fitibah 
Fgtimah \daughter of Muhammad 87, t.M, 
136,137-138, 228,230 
Fsttmah.bint al-Khaitab 88,93. 120 
FSfimah bint al-Mujallil 88 
FJtimah bint Zaidah 136 
Fafimamz ZahrS* 137 
Fatwa 155,222/226 
Fazara 108 
Feminists 160 
Festivals 174-175 $hahc K 
Fiji 208 
Fingertips 36 
Fiqh 155,222 
Fiqhuz Zakah 222 

Fi/awn 146-.H8.223 
Fire 141,145. See ufco Hell 
no 













Foreknowledge. See a$-$d5t 
Forgiveness 1 86-1 87, 21 K) 


Fornication 195 








France 16(1, 208 
Fraud 165, 192 
Freedom 167,170 
Friday prayer. See $ahtul juvnu ah 
1 ukaihah bimYasHr 88 
Funeral prayer. ,Str ^al^rul JanSzah 
O 

Gabon 208 

Gabriel. See Angels: JibrS’lI (Gabriel) 
Gambia, The 204 
Gambling 153, 165, 173, 194 
Gas 203 
Gaza Strip 205 
Generosity 191 
Genesis 28 
Georgia 208 
Germany 208 
Gbair Muakkadah 46, 223 
Ghana 208 
al'Ghani 130,223 
GhaiaFan 108 

at-Gburrul MuhajjalOn 41,223 
Ghusl 41,223 
Gifts 200 
Goats 71, 174 
God 1 3, 22 T See aho Allah 
Gold 70,71, 174. 193,201 
Gospel. See Injll (Gospel) 
Government 169, 170 
Greece 208 
Greek 28 
Greeks 160 



Harvest 71 
al-Hasan 131, 137 
Hawazin 81 
Haws’ 145,157,223 
Hays’ 198,223 
Head of State, See Khallfah 
I leaven \ 4, 20, 26. 32, 36, %, 141,1 59, 224 
Hebrew 28 

Hell 14.26,36,73.96,224 
Henry V ill 160 
Herat litis 1 1 1 
HidSvah 223 

Hijab 120, 161 , 174, 189 190, 223 
I iijiah 1 1, 92, 97-99, 1 19, 138, 223, 226 
F 01 Hi I Fudol Kl, 119,223 
Hind 108 
Hindus 160 


Him’ 31,34,83,85,223 
Mirah 128 

Hi/h an-iSlahdnh 171 



ftf '?-‘r 
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Greetings 183,200 
Guinea 204 






Guests (97 
Guinea 20^ 
Ginnea-Bwau 204 









( iiiyiti.i 2HK 

H 

Hadlth iy>, 154. t%-202.223 
Had | 32. 33, 223 
Haftah 33. ’>4 
Hagar. 5rf Hnjar 5i -•;!> ■ rfc?4 

Hair 76 

Hnjar 76, 159,223 
al-Hajarul Aswad 83, 1 1 9, 223 


:■ .£■ k- - 

•if'- i‘ 


tfajj 38, 39, 74-76, 81 , 96, 1 16, 118, 120. 161, IjmJ 1 154. 224 

174.223 

HaW 165,172,223 
Halrmah 80 


Hub an-Nahdah 171 
Hoarding 1 93 
Honesty 185 

House of Allah. See Baitullah 
Housing 167, 170 
Huhal 84. 223 

Hudaibiyyah 1 10-1 11, 120. 130. 224 
Hull’s?. See Flafi? 

Humainah bint Khalaf 88 
Hunatn 118, 120 
Huutitig 75 
Hurmw 127 
al-Husain 131, 137 

Hypocrites 105, 186, 194, 202. See aho 
MunafiqQn 

‘IbadaH 15.30.70,72.86.224 
Ihlls 26, 14 1 , 224. Sec also Shaitan 
IbuAhlSarb 130 

Ibn JtuV *n . See ‘ Abdullah bin JiuV a n 
Jbn M,1jah. See Sunan Ibn MSjah 
Ibii Muljam 132 
Ibrahim, See Prophets: Ibrahim 
Id 59, 175 
Idols 84, 144, 173 
1dulA$i3 47,73, 1 45* 174, 224 
Tdul Fifr 47, 73, 120, 1 74, 224 
Ihram "5. 76, 224, 226 
lh^« 196,224 






7 


Hanmh 90,94, 107, 108, 119, 126 
Haram 155.165,172.223 

. > . 



m*&3m 


Ijarbul Fijar 81, 119,223 
Harith bin Abl Halah 90 
Harithab 87 

HarOn. Sir Prophets: Harfln 
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al-lkhw3iml Mmlimon 171 
TkntnaK bio Abt Jahl 1 10, 126 
Imam 55, 59, 224 
Iman 18, 105, 1%, 224 
alHmatiulMutoi 17,26.224 
‘Imran 146. See also Sdrah Ab ‘Imran 

Indonesia 171, 204 
Inheritance 120, 161, 168, 199 

. ■. . .' , 5 •-•••’ ,V" 
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Injections 73 

Injll (Gospel) 27, 86, 148, 224 
Insects 75 

Intention. Sr? Niyyah 
Interest. See Riba 

Iqanuh 45-47, 224 Sec also Adhan 
Iqra’ 34, 224 
Iran 171,204 
Iraq 127,130, 144,204 
I rash 70 

‘Isa. See Prophets: ‘fs.l 
Isaac. See Prophets: Ishaq 
Osh a 40,46,224 
Uhaq. See Prophets: hlj3q 
IshnweL Sec Prophets: Ismael 
Islam 13,34. 1%, 224 
Islamic Law. See Shari' ah 
Islamic Movcrnem 87, 88, 97, 99 
Islamic Salvation Front 171 
Isma'll, See Prophets: hm2‘ll 
aMsrt’ 95 

Israel 205, 208,225. See also Israel 
Israelites 146 
Isratjl. See Angels: lsrafrl 
IsrJSI 146, 224. See also Band Isra’ll 
Istanbul 34 
Italy 208 
I ‘tidal 51,224 

‘Izr.a’rl (Azrad). See Angels:' IzrtUl (Azr.nl] 

J 

Jacob. See Prophets: Ya*q0b 
Ja'far bin Abl ftlib 88,92, 113 
Jahannam 224. See ako Hell 'ey.: ; 

JamS'ah 224. See also Congregation 
Jam3'at-c-Isl3lmt 171 
Janithu-Tirnmlhi 155,230 
JanSzah 224. See aho Salami JanBzah 
lan nali 197,1 98. 22 4. See also F I eaven 
Jealousy 201 
jeikhh 224 
Jerusalem 96,105,129,205.235 
Jesus 1 14. Sec also Prophets: is3 
Jewellery 70, 174 

Jews 84.100,101,105, 108,109, 115, 119, 131, 
157,161,173,225 
JibnTil. See Angels: Jibra'il 
JibrJl. Sfc Angels 1 j bra’ll 
Jihad 15,76-77,80,91, M8, 120, 196,225 
Jinn 14,15,26,31,70,141,225 
al-Jisr 128 
jizyHh 118,120,225 
John 28 
Jordan 204 

Joseph. See Prophets: Yosuf 
Judah 15 
Judaism. See Jews 
Judiciary 170 
jQdiyy. .See Mount: JOdiyy 




Ka*bah 44, 48, 74, 76, 105, 145, 225 
Kalir 225 

al KaiinwtiR Jaiyibah 39, 225 
Karachi 34 
Kashmir 171 
Kaskar 128 
KavadhH 127 

Kawthar, See Snratul Kawtbar 
Kazakhstan 204 
Kenya 208 
KlubbSb bin al-Aratt 88, 90, 93 
Khadljah bint Khuwailid 86, 88, 93, 94, 1 19, 
136-137 


Khadljatul Kubil 136 
Khaibar 108, 115, 120, 131,225 
Khsljd bin al-Waild 107, 1 10, 1 11, 1 18, 120, 126, 
127, 128.129, 228, 230 
Khallfah 22, 27, .->9, 125. 169, 170, 225 
Khalllullsh 144. 225, .Sec also Prophets: IbrShTm 
Khandaq 108 109, 225 
KhamS bint KhidhSn ahAnsarfy^ 157 
Khazraj 100, 225 

Khillfah 225, See also KbaUfah; al-Khulafa’ur 
Rashidnn 

Khosraw Parwiz II 126 
KhuP 161,225. See also Divorce 
al-KhuUhVui Rashidon 125,225 
Khutbah 59, 2?> 

Kindness 188, 199 

Kir3inan Kscibon. See Angels: Kiraman KfcibQn 
Kisra 126 
Knowledge 199 
Kosher 173 

al-KubrJ. See Khadljatul Kubra' 

KQfah 130 
KursT 177 

Kutubulllh. See Books of Allah 
Kuwait 204 
Kyrgyzstan 204 
L 



Lailatul Qadr 73, 175 

I 1 . , AAr 


'if- ft' 
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aR.it 84, 225 
Law 139,169,170 
Law of Allah 13 
Leadership 125 
Learning 199 
Lebanon 204 
Legislation 169 
Leprosy 148 
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l ot. See Prophets Lap 
Lotteries 165 
Love 1% 



Life after death. .Sec Akhirah 
Lion 221 


Lubaitiah 00 
Luke 28 


Luqman IMM81 , 
Lop, See Prophets: Lot 
Lying 7 4, 102.201 

■ v ; 

Macedonia 208 
Madagascar 208 


Madam 32 



Meeting?; 184, 2i>0 
Menstruation 47, 73, J61 


Merchandise 71 

Messengers 17.24 27, 177. 106 See (the 
Prophets 
Messiah 148 

Miehaej. See Angek; Mika'il (Michael) 
Middle Last 171 
Midi an 147 
Migration See Hijra h 
MikS’rl. See Angels: Mikahl (Michael) 
Mrk.t! Sre Angek: MiLVll (Michael) 



Mi Hah 226 


: : 




M illat un Wahi dab 203 
Mins 75, 226 
Minerals 203 
Mines 71 

Madituh 32 06 00 iiq 171 Mrqat 75,226 

11,1,1 v - ’ " y ' 6 H7, 1/ ! \4i r3i 05-06 no 77^ 

Madtiutun Nabjyy 99, 226 Mlt ^ h ^ ^jj lJlcritancc 

1 V , , MishkSt nl~M.is3bfh 155 776 

Sff***"? "*» «*&» « ■ >. « 

wiw 553* » 

M,laUMwt. Str Angd. (A, rail) 

M^r'' 7, v 4 Morocco 204 

Maldives 704 *” Moses. .See Prophet*: M0s3 

“f*: 

Mjlik bin Anas Isa M . , 

g Malik bin Nwwirah 126 , Qdlvv H4 

: m.Lw, 

Sinai 147 

Marriage 75, 82, 120, 157-159, 160, See „/*, Mu^dh’S 

Pa Utwiiur . . , * 


i • • , : . 

. 




Polygamy 
Martyr 107 

Ma‘r0l 15,76. 155,225,226 




Marwah 75.76,159.226 


Mary. .Sec Maryam (mother of ‘Isa) 
Maryam (mother of *fs5) 114 1,0 
Maryam (sister of Masj) 1 46 
al-MashM H.irSm 227 
Masjid 44, 59, 103, 226 
ai-Masjidul Aqja 96,225 
al-Masjidal H.uUm 226. Set ake Ka'bah 
al-Masjidun Nabawl 119, 125,226 

Matthew 7k 


- ■■ 

Mauritania 204 
Mauritius 209 




Mu adhdhin 44, 104, 226 
Mifawiyah 130 
Mubsh 1 55. 226 
Mufti 155,226 

al-Mughlrah bin Shu'bah 129, 130, 225 
MuhajirOn 97,100,226 
Muhammad 15, 79-124, 226 
Muhammad bin Idris ash-Shafft 155 
Muhammad bin I$m3‘ll 154 
Mu bar ram 11,175 
.il-Muhassin 131, 137 
Mu’min 179-180.226 

MuuSftq&tt 105, 07,226. See aha Hypocrites 
Munkar 15, 76, 153, 225, 227 
Muqfm 227 
Muqtadi 227 
al-Murrada 132,133,227 
Mosa. See Prophets: Mass 
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Musa ill mah bin I lahlb 1 
Mu^alli 227 
Mu$haf 131,227 
mushrik 102 

Muslim 13,227. See <d.«e Sahib Muslim 
Muslim bin al MajjSj 1 54 
Musnad 1 53 
Mu’tah 120,127 
aKMutbmia 127, 128 
Munaqt 227 
al-Muwana* 155 
Muzdalifah 75, 227 
Myanmar, Sec Burma 
N 

Nabiyy. Sec Prophets 
Ntfilah 46,227 
Nail. Scr NlfUah 
Nahdatul ‘Ukuiilt’ 171 
Nahdiy.ih 125 
Nahdlyah 90 
N.u)s 76 

an- NajSshi 92. Sec also Negus 
Naked 
NakhU 
Name* , 

;N Jit IfJJlal :nl 1 7 1 

. 5cf >'.d j.ihJrah 

N«dv 7li 
Nr I » 

«3,W? 

Nt* .1 

Ncttedtftjj y*> 

N™ Tr %t Zti 
Sfc« titbL 173 

W? 

Nigeria 505 

Night c^' P^wc 175, Set; ite Ljilaml Qidf 
Nikab 22ft, Sff 4 \WUiLC 
NIWb7l r K7 

NiyyaJ? 4M8 i m75,mOT 
No-ik Ktr Pftjphecv Nn|i 
Nu k iLT!n Hn'ANwllah SN.TO 
Nnh. Six PjTfhste Nsili 
Number 2$ 
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un at»-Nas!ti 


4SL 

N -iS.ils 41. 


Pakistan *4, 205 
Palestinian Authority 205 
Palm oil 203 
Paradise See Heaven 
Parents 181,19? 

Parti Isllm ScMalaysia 171 
PAticiue 186- 187 
Peace 13 
Pen 34,85 
Pentateuch 28 
Perfume 75 
Persia 114,1 >6 
Persian Ernpivoi 1 I i 

Pharaoh 146-148 

Philippines 209 

Phosphate 203 

Pigs 1/2 

Pilgrim 7 5, S3 

Pilgrimage. See Hajj 

Pillars offslam $>r Arkftmil Islam 

Planets 20 

Plants 75 

Politeness 198 

Politics 1 69-1 7 1 

Polygamy 162-164 

Poor 70 

Population 171.203 
Pork 172 

PosKhik 1 - "ik bleeding T 

Poverty 

Prayer 

Pride 1 9 J, 

k H I 
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NtmibcR 2* 

Nflr 26, 227. Sex alsi* Mount Ntlx 
O 

Obdimifr 1 3 

oil m 

Old Tchjii lent 2H 
Oman 20fr 
Of^jhlwiia]^ 171 

a OinaJrwfn* 71 . .Vt afo? jewellery 
Orphans \2tK lo5, 182-183, m 

'tm* i a) 







1 til, 1fi7 
, -Siv 

24, 32 , 1 4 1-1 51 -5: c aiVc M c^s#ts 
trt 1 5. afe' 9fi. 5 4 1 -1 42. 1 48. ! 57, 1 M K 224 
tTiwnd 27.81 
Unrein Ofi, 147 

Ibrahim 27, 53, 74. 76, %, 144-145, 174, 225 

Isa 27,%. 148-1 4" 

Uhnq 28 

hirin' ll 74,76, 145, 159, !74 
l.n- 28 

b.-l i J ri. m □ 1 1 1 L 1 1 i$. Si'y M ;l h% il.ld £7 
Mhm. 27. hi. 86. 93. % t \mM 
NQ1> 24.28. 142 4 44 
Wtiflb 146 
i| 146 

Pi 

Pi a] 

Puberty 20 1 
Punctuality 187 
PiinUbaruriJl I4 h 52, 19 5 



W Jinn of fcttgtfiiifttf ii, Sec Sijdqtun ShIiw 
J s.i!nLv 28. .Set jib 1 1 ZabDr 
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Purification. See TahSrah 
Pus 44 

Q . > 

Qa<ia’ 59, 227 
QSdisiyyah V2R227 
Qadr 17.22.227 
al-Qasim 94, 136 
Qatar 205 

QibMi 44, 48,58, 105, 120,227 

QiySm 4H,51,227 

Qiy3s 154,227 

Qubs’ 99, 119 
’ 
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a 5 -$ldiq 82, 96, 228 

75, 76, 89. 94, 1 1 9, 1 5V, 228 
Safar 11,228 
Siftvah bint Huyaiy 94 
Sahihah 125.22H - 
Sahtl; al-Uukhirt 154,222 
Sahib Muslim 154 
Sabi 103 
Sabnr 73, 228 
Sa'Id bin al- Aj 33 
Sa'td bin 7 . aid 93 


Saifiillnb 128,228 


, 

Qubadhll 127 Ssiyidan.n Nia’ 137.228 

al-Quds See Jerusalem Sajib bintal-HJruh 126 

QunOt 227 Saidab 228 


Sajtlab 
Sajdatm Sahw 58, 228 

Salah 38, 40 41, 44, 46-47, 414-55, 76, 87, 104, 




QunOt 

Quraish 33, 80, ttl. 82, 89, 92, 1 VO, 130, V3V 
Qur’an 1 1,24.27,31-35,85, 116, 127, 131,153, 
176-195, 199, 228 
K 

Rabins 84 


SalSm 136, 2(K), 228 

Rabful Akhir ll a$-$al3tu ‘alan nabiyy. DarQd 










117,119,129,153,161,170,187,196, 

197,228 

IU 'Ml 

-v- ! 




RabiulAwwal 11,228 
Rajab 11,228 
Rak'ah 46, 53, 228 
Ram 174 

Ramadan 1 1 , 38,47, 72-73, 83, 84. 85. 1 20, 1 74, 
228 

Ramlah bint Abl 4 Awf 88 
RasOl 39. See also Messengers 

D irnli,I!*tU OOti 



Rasalullsh 228 
Relatives 182 

Religion 79.105.117,169,222 
Repentance 200 

Respected .Scribes, See Angels: Kirtmau KatibOn 
Resurrection 178 See also Day of Judgement 
Revelation 84, 86 
Reward 14 

Riba 105, 120, 165. 167, 167-168, 194, 228 
Ridicule 194 
Right, See MaVflt 

Risalah 18,24.31,39, 177-178, 196,228 
Roman Emperor 111, 131 


Romania 209 ash-Shawf 107 


$alntul fauazah 35, 59 

Satatul jumu’ah 46,47, 55, 59, 161 , 175, 228 
Salami Witr 56 
Salma 1 25 
Salman af Fsrist 109 
Satan. See Shaitan 
Saudi Arabia 205 
Savings 70 
Sawdah 94, 1 37 

Sawm 38, 39,72-73, 76, 105, 117, 120. 129, 153, 
161, 174, 196, 228 
Senegal 205 

Sex. See C onjugal relations 
Shabsn 11 . 105,229 

ash-Sh3fi7. See Muhammad bin Idris ash-Shafi‘1 
Shabadah 19,39.229 
Shahid 107, 229 

Shagim 116, 173, 193, 229. Sec also Iblls 
ash-ShSm 80, 105, 110, Ml, 114, 119, 126, 128, 
130 

Sharfab 153-156, 229 




Romans 126, 127, 131 
Rubber 203 
Roh 228. See also Soul 
Riikcf 51,58,228 
ROm 131 

Ruqaiyah (daughter of Muhammad &) 82, 130, 

136 

Russia 209 
Rustam 128 
Rusul. See Messengers 
Rwanda 209 
5 

Sacrifice 174 

Sa‘d bin Abl WaqqSs 88, 89, 128, 129. 130 Silk 201 

Sadaqah 72, 167,201,228. See also Zakah Silver 70.71 


ShawwHl 11,174,229 
73.174 




Shepherd 81 

Shi'bi AblTSlib 94,119.136 
Shirk 149,229 
ShlrOyah 127 




Shoes 76 
ShOrS 169,229 

Shurahbtl bin Hassnah 126, 127 
Sick 72, 200 
a$'Siddtq 96, 125, 229 
Sierra l eone 205 


as-Siftn 22 







238 



















7a-z] l., rv 













Sinai 147 
Singapore 209 
Slrab 35 

a$-$nJtul Mmtaqtm 24. 50 
Slaughter 1 73 
Slaves 125,131,1 (SO, 1 03 
Sleep 44 

Social Security 167 
Socks 43 
Somalia 205 
Soul 35, 165 
South Africa 209 
Sovereignty 169 
Spain 209 
Spices 203 
Spying 192,201 
Sri Lanka 209 
Steadfastness 136-187,199 
Stool 44 
Submission 13 
Sudan 171, 205 
SufySn bin Abdullah 199 
$uhaib ar RCiml 88,90 
Suhai) 103 
Subuf of Ibrahim 27 
Sujfld 52. 58, 229 
Sulaitnln bin Ash'ath 134 
Sumajvah 90 
Sun 1 44 

Sunan Abo I)awnd 154 
Sunan an-N.i5.30 155 
Sunan Ibn Msjah 155 
Sunnali 41, 46, 116, 153, 154 155, 229 
Supplication. See Du‘3' 

Snrah 11,32,229 
Ah' Imran 148 
al-Baqarah 32 
al-Talaq 65 

al-Fanljah 32, 49, 58, 64, 221 
af-MI 69 

Ha Mini avSajdah 92 
aMkhlaj 18,50,66 
al-KafirOn 67 
ai-Kawthar 32,68 
al-Lahab 66,89. See also Abo l.ahab 
Maryam 93 
al-MVan 68 
an-N3s 65 
an-Na^r 67 

•m-lW 168 
Quraish 69 
\H Ha 93 

SurSqah bin Malik 99 
Suriname 209 
Suspicion 192, 201 
Suwar. See SOrah 
Swaziland 209 
Sword of Allah 128 

_ . ' _ • . ■ . 






;--S35Ki 








Syria 205. See who ash-Shum 
Syriac 28 

Y 

Ta‘avvwudh 53.229 
Tabok 118.120,126 
lafilr 35,229 
TaghfU 177 
Tahajjud 47,229 
Taharah 41,197,229 
'fthir 82,136 

TVif 95, 108, 110,118, 119, 120, 225 
Taiyib 82. 136 
Tajikistan 205 
Takbtr 229 

Takbfrarul Oitlm 48, 58, 229 
Talaq 159,229 
Talbiyah 76,229 
falluh bin 'Uhsiddl^h 88. 1 29 
Talking 184-2.30, 200 
Tanzania 205 

7aqvvJ 72, 101, 170, 174,227,229 
Tarawllj 47,73,229 
Tasbrh 55,229 
Tashaiihud 53.56,58,229 
Tashkent 34 
Tashriq 174,229 
Tashdyah 41,229 
Vaunting 202 
Tawbab 200, 229 

Tawlnd 18-20, 20-21,31,39, 177,1% 
Tawrsh (Torah) 27, 86, 1 48, 229 
Tax 70, 118, 120, 154, 225 
Tavanimum 44,230 
Tea 203 

Temple 118,144 
Thailand 209 
ThaniV 49, 230 
Thawr 99, 230 
Vhelt 163, 169, 195 
Tin m 

at-Tirmidhl, See Jami' at-Tirrnidhl 
Togo 209 
Tolerance 1 98 
Top k a pi Museum 34 
Torah. See Tawrsh (Torah) 

Trade 167, 169 
Transliteration 10 
Travellers 72 
Treaty 101 
Tree 1 4 1 
Trenches 109 
Trinidad & Tobago 209 
Trinitv 149 
Tripoli 130 
Trumpet 26 
Trust 221 

Trustworthiness 188 
Truthfulness 185-186, 198 







Ml 






Tufoibfth bin Khmvailid 126 
Tunisia 171.205 
Turkey 34, 144.171,205 
Turkmenistan 205 
TmvU 147,230 
Tyranny 169 
U 

'Ubsdah bin a$-$3mit 32 
Ubayy bin Ka‘b 32 
Uganda 209 

Uliud 106-1 OR. 120. 126, 137. 163.230 
Ukraine 209 
Umaiyah 1 30 

‘Umar bin aUKhaftSb 33,93-94, 104. 

128-130, 139, 222 
Utmn Hnbibah 94 
Umm Jamil 90 

Umm KultliQm (daughter of Muhammad 
82, 136 

Umm Kulthflm bint ‘All 131, 137 
Umm RflraJn 138 
Umm Salamah 94 
UmnUUbais 90,125 
Unmuh 77, 230 
Umrmyy 85, 230 
Umnml Khatr 125 
'Umrah 76. 1 10, 120, 230 
United Arab Emirates 205 
United Kingdom 168, 209 
United States of America 209 
Universe 20 
Uranium 203 
Urine 44 
USA 1 73 

UsSmah bin Zaid 126 
Usury. Sec Ribs 
Uswatuti Hasanah 79, 230 
‘Utbah bin Rabfah 92 
'Uthman bin ‘AffcJn 33. 8R 129, 130-131 , 136, 
223 

‘Uthm3« bin Ma? cm 88 
Uzbekistan 34, 205 
ii-'Uzza 84. 118,230 

Vegetarian 173 
Vicegerent. Sec Khahfah 
Vietnam 209 
Vomiting 44 
W 

Wabl 80 
Wabsh! 107,126 
Wajib 47.155,230 
War 81,163 
Waraqah bin Nawtal 86 
Wasq. Set'Awsuq 
Wealth 70,167,170 
Wedding 75 
West Bank 205 





Western Sahara 205 
Wife 197 
Wind 44 

Wine 103,120.153,173,194. See also Alcoholic 
Drinks 

Witr 230. See j/s,» $al3tulWitr 
Womb 178 

Women 136-140, 159-162 
Wool 203 

Worship. See ‘Ihadnh 
Wrong. See Munkar 
Wudo* 41-44, 58, 87, 223, 230. See also 
Tayammum 







Ya'qnk Set’ Prophcts:Ya‘qftb 
YarmOk 1 27 
Yatbnb %,9<>, 119,230 
Yawnmddln. See Day of Judgement 
Yawmul Akbir. .SVr Day of Judgement 
YazUl bin Abt SufyUn 127 
Yemen 126,205 
Yugoslavia 209 
YQsuf, See Prophets: YOsuf 
Z 

ZabOt (Psalms) 27, 230 
az-ZahrJ 137, 230 
Zaid bin Hlnthah 87, 88, 95 
Zaiu bin ThJbit 32, 33 
Zamab (daughter of Mubaimnad &) 82. 136 
7 amah bmt al-HavUh 94 
Zainab bint ’All 131.137 
Zainab bint laljash 94 

ZakSh 38, 39,70-72,76, W$. U7, 1 18, 120. 126, 
153. 161, 167, 170, 1%, 230. See also 
Sadaqah 
Zambia 209 
Zamzani 76, 230 
Zimbabwe 209 
Zmulrah 125 

k? Zubair bin 'Abdul Mufplib 81 
az-Zubair bin al-'Awwim 88, 129 
Zulu 40, 46, 59, 230 









